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PEEPACE. 



Tbs rery faTonrable reception that bos been accorded to tbe first 
iostalment of this translation— a second edition of which ie now 
passing through the Press — ^bas encouraged me to continne the 
work. I labonr, however, under a serious disadvantage, writing in 
a tborongbly Mnhammadaitizod district Hke Bnlandshabr, where it 
is impossible to obtain any assistance, every subject connected with 
Eindn literature or scholarship being almost as incongruous with 
my environment as it would be in England. I have corresponded 
by letter on several occasions with Pandit Bih&ri Lfil, Chaube, of 
tbe B&ncbi Normal Sohoel, to whose suggestions I had been 
indebted in the revision of Vol. I ; and, before going to Press, I 
bad Pandit Benche L61 over from Mathur& for a few days to consult 
on some passages of special difficulty. For the rest, I.caa only hope 
that my familiarity with my author has been sufficiently long and 
intimate to save me from falling into many serious misconceptions 
of his meaning. 

Id the fonr Books included in this volume tbe narrative is gener- 
ally more rapid than in the earlier part of the poem and several 
incidents are so casnally mentioned that, without the explanatory 
references to tbe Sanskrit Bim&yana, which I have given in the 
notes, a literal rendering would convey no moaning to the ordinary 
reader. Of the two current recensions of the older poem, the one 
generally followed by Tulsl Dis is tbe Bengal, which is the text 
given by Qorresio in his handsome edition. It is to some extent a 
literary defect that he so often drops the r6Ie of poet for that of 
theologian, and the frequent hymns to B&ma, who is apostrophized 
nnder every conceivable name tbat can help to realize to the mind 
the mystery of incarnate divinity, soon become wearisome. But 
the object that be had in view is his sufficient exonse. By the 
course that ha has adopted, fitting his special doctrines of faith, 
individual immortality and the like into the familiar framework of 
ancient legend, instead of incnicatiug them by a more strictly 
didactic method, he baa succeeded in popularizing his views to a 
far greater extent than any of the rival Hindu Beformers, who 
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flourished abotit the same period. It was their object also to sim- 
plify the complications and correct the abuses of existing practice, 
but th« only result of their preaching was to establish yet another 
element of dissension and augment the disorder which they hoped 
to remoTo. Tulai D&s alone, though the moat famous of them all, 
has no disciples that are called after his name. There are Vallabh- 
&ch6ris and BSdha Vallabhia and MaI6k Dasia and Pr&n-ndthis and 
BO on, in interminable succession, bnt there are no Tulsi Dasis. 
Virtualiy, however, the whole of Vaiahnava Hinduism has fallen 
under bis sway ; for the principles that be expounded have permeated 
every sect and explicitly or implicitly now form the Duclens of 
the popular faith as it prevails throughout the whole of the Bengal 
Presidency from Hardw&r to Calcutta. 

The translation of the 7th and last book, known as the Uttar- 
k^nd, or ' the Sequel,' is already complete, with the exception of a 
few pages ; but several passages require reconsideration, and I have 
therefore decided upon delaying its publication for the present. In 
the coarse of next year, or so, it is my desire to re-issue the entire 
translation in one handsome volume, illustrated with pbotographio 
landacape views of some of the principal places mentioned in the 
poem and with reproductions of the best Hindu pictures that I can 
procure, exhibiting the i^d conventional treatment of some of the 
most celebrated incidents. The Mahiriija of Benares has already 
promised me some negatives from a splendidly illuminated copy of 
the BijnSyana that he has in bis library ; and — when my project 
becomes known— I have little doubt that some other Chiefs will 
also be glad to assist me in carrying it to completion. They will 
, thus associate their names with the first English version of a poem, 
which is not only their national epic, but has aUo this further merit, 
that it depicts the faith and character of their countrymen in the 
most truthful and at the same time the most engaging hght, so 
that a knowledge of it cannot but correct many false European 
prejudices on the subject and conduce to a greater sympathy 
between the two races. 

BULANDBHAHR : ") 

mAus«H,im.S P. s. QRowsE. 
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ERRATA. 

Fjkoa 9, lime S from bottom of note, for ' Gkineaio' read ' Gorresio.' 
„ 4, line S from bottom o^ note, for ' India' rtad ' Indra.' 
„ t, line S for 'Snnat' rami ' Sanat.' 

„ 98, Hue Sfrom bottom of DOte,/ar 'Qonesio' rtad ' OtoneBio.' 
„ IS, last line but one of note, /or 'Birads'* rtad 'Nfirad'a.' 
„ es, line 9 for ' Snmera' read ' Snnioni.' 
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THE EA-Mli^Y^N A. 

TULSI DAS. 



BOOK III. 
THE FOREST, 



Sanskrit Invocation, 



iRKVKHKHCKthe Bralimanic race ; the very root ofthe tree of piety ; 
the full moon of the sea of intelligence ; the joy-giver ; the sun of 
the lotua of asceticism ; ihe destroyer of sin ; the dispeller of dprk- 
ness ; the healer of diatresa ; the moat auapicious conjunction in the 
high heaven of wisdom, which scatters the thick clouda of delu- 
sion ; the ein cleansing ; the beloved of king Bftma. 

I worship him, whoae body resembles a cloud teeming with 
abundant delights ; the yellow-apparelled ; the beautiful ; the hero 
with bow and arrows in hand and a well-fitted qniver gleaming by 
bis aide ; with the large lotua eyes ; the long treasea of whoae hair 
are bonod into a knot on bis head, all glorious to behold ; the 
way-farer accompanied by Sita and Lakshman, the charmer of 
charmers. 

Soralhd 1. 

Umi, t^e sfunts, who are learned in B4ma'3 mysterious 
qnalitiea, enjoy peace of mind ; but fools, who are Hari's enemies 
and have no love for religion, reap only delusion. 

Cfiaupdi. 

1 have sung to the best of my ability the incomparable and 
charming affeoUon shown by the citizena and Bharat : henrken 
now to the all-holy acts of the Lord, that he wrought in the forest, 
to the delight of gods, men and saints. Once upon a time B&ma 
picked some lovely flowers and with his own hands made a wreath, 
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2 THE POBEST. 

with which he reverently decked Sita. As ahe aat in her .glory on 
the crystal rock, the son of the king of the gods' took the form of 
a crow and wickedly tlionght to make trial of Bfima's might, like 
an ant so imbecile of mind as to attempt to sonnd the depths of 
ocean. With its beak it bit Sita in the foot and flew away, the 
foolish crow, in its utter stupidity. The blood flowed ; Baghu- 
nayak saw it and made ready his bow and arrow, fashioned merely 
of reeds .^ 

Doha 1. 

The All-merciful R^ma, ever full of compassion for the poor, 
even he it was, upon whom the wicked wretch came and played 
this trick. 

Chaupdi. 

The divine arrow, winged mith a charm, sped forth ; tie crow 
in terror took to flight and assuming bis proper form went to his 
father, who would not shelter him, as he was Rama's enemy. He 
was in despair, and aa panic-stricken in soul as was (he Rishi 
Durv^aa by the terror of Vishnu's discus. Weary and worn with 
fear and remorse, he traversed the realm of Brahma, the city of 
Sivaand every other sphere; but no one even asked him to sit down : 
who can befriend nn enemy of Rama's ? Hearken, Qarur : hia 
own mother becomes his death; hia father is changed as it were 
into the king of the infernal regions ■? ambrosia turns to poison ; 
a friend does him all the harm of a hundred enemies ; the Ganges 
is converted into tho Vaitarani,* and all the world burns hottet 
than fire — mark me, brother — when a man opposes Rdma. When 
Nfirad saw Jayanta's distress, being tender-hearteil and good, he 
took pity on him and sent him straight to Bima. There he cried 
* Save me, thou that art the suppliant's friend !' In. terror and 
confusion he went and clasped hia feet, crying " Quarter, qnarter, 
O merciful Baghurai I Thy might is immeasurable and immea- 
surable thy majesty; in ignorance of mind, I knew thee not. I 
have reaped the fruit of my own actions ; now my Lord, 

ijayanta, the Kin of Indra. 

•In the BaEskrit RimiyaEa tliis incide;jt flf the crow forms the subject ol 
the 106tli canto of tbo Ajoahja KSud, Goneaic.'s edition, 

'Somana, ' the destroyer,' here denotes Yama, the Indian Plnt6. 

'The Vailarani is the Hindu Styx, or rivet of lieil, which the dead have lo 
croes before entering the infernal rcgiooa. It is represented as an impctnoos 
and filthy torieiit> fuU ol bloo^i tair and bones and every kind of Impurity. 
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THE FOREST. d 

■ me, for to tliee I have come for refuge." When the 
Mercifal heard this moat piteous appeal, he diamissed him, Bhavfini, 
with the loss of one eye. 

Sorathd 2. 
Although in his infiituation he had committed sncli an offence 
that death was hia due, the Lord had compaasion upon him and set 
faiin free ; viho is eo merciful as Baghubir F 

Chaupdi. 
R&ma stayed on at Chitra-kdt and porfonncd many acts that 
were like the scriptures or ambrosia for excellence. At last, he 
thought to himself — ' There will be a crowd hero, now that every 
one knows of me.' So the two brothers with Sita took leave of all 
the saiDts and went on their way. When the Lord drew near to 
Atri's hermitage, the holy man was rejoiced at the news and quiver- 
ing in every limb he sprang up and ran to meet him. On seeing 
Lim, R&ma advanced hurriedly and was fulling to the ground 
before him, but the saint took him to his bosom. Both wept tears 
of affection. At the sight of Rama's beauty his eyes were glad- 
dened and he reverently conducted him to his cell, where doing him 
every honour he addresaed him in gracious terms and offered him 
roots and fruits such as his soul relished. 

Sorathd 3. 

As the Lord took his seat, the great saint supremely wise, gaaed 
with streaming eyes opon his beauty, and joining his hands iu 
supplication iie thus hymned his praise. 

Chhand 1. 

" I reverence thee, the lover of the devout ; the merciful, the 
tender-hearted ; I worship thy lotns feet, which bestow upon the 
unseosnal thine own abode in heaven. I adore thee, tho wonder- 
onsly dark and beautiful ; the mount Maudar to chum the ocean of 
existence ; with eyes like the full-blown lotus ; the dispeller of 
pride and every other vice ; the long-armed hero of immeasurable 
power and glory ; the mighty Lord of the three spheres, equipped 
with quiver and bow and arrows ; the ornament of the solar race ; 
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4 THE TOREST. 

ihe breaker of Siva's bow ; the delight of the greatest gages and 
saints ; the destroyer of all the eaemies of the gods ; the adored of 
Karoadev's foe (i. e. of Siva) the reverenced of Brahtna and the othw 
divinities ; the home of ealigbteoed intelligence ; the dispoUer of 
all error ; Lakshmi's lord ; the mine of felicity ; the salration of 
the saints. I worship thee with thy spoass and thy brother, 
thyself the beloved younger brother of Sacbi's lord.* Men, who 
unselfishly worship thy holy feet, sink not in the ocean of ezistenc« 
tost with the billows of controversy. They who in the hope of 
salvatioD, with subdned passions, ever delightedly* worship thee, 
having discarded every object of sense, are advanced to thy own 
sphere in heaven. I worship thee, the one, the mysterioas Lord, 
the unchangeable and omnipresent power, the eternal governor of 
the world, the one absolute and universal spirit ; the joy of all 
living creatures, far beyond the reach of false believers, but the 
very tree of paradise to thy own followers, adorable of all meo 
day after day. I reverently adore thee, the king of tncoraparable 
beauty, the lord of the earth-born Sita ; be gracious to me and 
grant me devotion to thy lotus feet." They who reverently repeat 
this hymn, full of faith in thee, will undoubtedly attain to thy 
heaven.' 

Dohd 2. 

Again with bowed head and folded bands the saint made sup- 
plication and cried, ' Never, O Lord, may my soul abandon thy 

lotus feet.' 

The amiable and modest Sita clasped Anasiiyi^ by the feei 
with frequent embraces. The soul of the Rislii's wife was filled 
with joy; she gave ber her blessing and seated her by her side. 
Then arrayed her in heavenly robes and jewels which remained 
ever bright and beautiful. In simple and affectionate phrase the 

iThis epithet Is a pecnlUr one ; bat it woold seem to be intended stmpty as 
a periphrasU for Upeudrs, ' Ihe lesser India,' a well-knowD title of Vishnu, 
who in the dwarf in car nation, was born as a son of Kasjapa ; iDdiii here called 
' Sa<^hi's lor<],' beint; accounted the eldest of Kasfapa's bods. 

^Mudd is hero the iiietru mental esse of nud ' delight,' 

^The nhole of tbli Chhand is in loose and ocoasionally ungrammatical San- 
•krit, like the lan^age of the Galbas iu Buddhist literature, 

•The interview with AIri and Anasuji is narrated at the end ol ths 
Ajudbf a Kind ia one leceuBioii of the Sankrit Bimi^aiM. 
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saintly dame spoke and instnictod her in matters of wifely duty. 
" Hearken, royal lady ; mother, father, brethren and friends are 
all good in a limited degree ; but a husband, Vaidehi, is an 
unlimited blessing ; and vile is the woman who worships bim not. 
Courage, virtue, a friend and a woman are four things that are 
tried in the time of adversity. Though her lord be old, diseased, 
impotent and poor, blind, deaf, passionate and utterly vile, yet 
even so the wife who treats bim with disrespect shall suffer many 
torments in hell. Her one duty, her one fast and penance consists 
in a devotion of body, word and thought to her husband's feet. 
There are four kinds of faithful wife in the world, as the Vedas, 
Fur^nas and saints all say. The best is so firmly settled in mind 
that she could not even dream of there being any other man 
living ; the next regards another's husband as ber own brother, or 
father, or eon ; she who is restrained by thought of duty and oon- 
Bideration for her family is said in the scriptures to be a woman 
of low character ; but reckon her the very lowest of all, who is 
restrained only by fear and want of opportunity. She who 
deceives ber husband and carries on an intrigne with another man 
ghatl be cast for a hundred ages into the hell called the terrible. 
Who suoh a wretch as she, who for a moment's pleasure considers 
not the torment that shall endure through a hundred million lives ? 
Without any difficulty a woman attains to salvation, if only without 
guile she adhere to ber <laty as a faithful wife; while she, who 
lives to despite her spouse, becomes a widow while still a girl. 

Sorathd 4. 

An utterly wicked woman who is faithful to her husband has a 
happy fate when she dies ; so sing the four Vedas and so too in 
these days sings Hari's poor. friend, Tulsi. Hearken, Sita; a 
woman will be kept faithful, if she invoke your name ; for you love 
B4ma like your own life ; these words that I say are for the good 
of the world." 

Chatipdi. 

On hearing this Janaki was overjoyed and reverently bowed 
her head at her feet. Then the All-merciful said to the smnt, 
" With your penniasiou I would go to some other wood. Continue 
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b THE FOBEST. 

to be ever gracious to mo and Itoowing ma to be your servant, 
cease not yoar kindness." On hearing this speech of the Lord, 
the champion of righteousness, the wise saint affectionately replied ; 
" Itfirca, you are be whose favonr is desired by Brahma, Siva, 
Sunat-knmara, and the other gods and by all the preachers of 
salvation ; the passionless, the kindlj', the friend of the helpless, 
who thus modestly bespeak me. Now I understand the clever- 
ness of Laksbmi, who has left every other god and worships you 
alone. Of a truth there is none your equal ; how then could your 
goodness be other than it is ? How can I, my lord, tell yon what 
wood to visit? Say, master, for you read the heart." Having thns 
spoken, the saint strong-minded as ho was, trembled in every 
hmb and his eyes streamed with tears as he gazed upon the Lord. 

Chltand 2. 
Trembling exceedingly in every limb he fixed his loving eyes 
upon his lotus face : " It is the reward of prayer and penance that 
I have beheld the Lord, who transcends the senses and every faculty 
of thought and reason." By prayer and meditation and religious 
observances men attain to the crowning virtue of faith ; therefore 
day and night Tulsi Das sings tlio holy acts of Raghubir, 

Doha. 
R4ma's praises remove the pollution of this wicked age, Bobdu? 
the soul, are the source of beatitude ; and Rama continues gracious, 
to all who reverently hear them. 

Soratlid 5. 
Grievous is the bnrden of the sin of the world ; nor religion^ 
nor knowledge, nor meditation, nor penance avails against it ; 
they are wiso who discard trust in all else and worship Rdma 
only. 

Chaupdi. 

The lord of gods and men and saints, after bowing his head 
at the lotus feet of the sage, proceeded to the wood. Rama first 
and after him his brother, in the garb of hermita all full and 
complete. Between the two the incarnation of Lakshmi shone 
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THE FOREST. 7 

forth, like Miya between God and the soul. The rivera and 
thickets and precipitous mountain passes all recognized their lord 
and made the way smooth for him. Wherever the divine Raghurai 
passed, the clouds made a canopy in the heaven. As they went 
along the road tho demon ViMdha met them. While he waa yet 
coming Raghiibir overthrew hiin, then at once he assumed a beaa- 
teous form ; and Btima seeing him sorrowful dismissed him to his 
own sphere,' Then the All-beautifut with his brother and Jdnaki 
visited the sage Sarabhanga. 

Dohd 4. 
At the sight of Ruma's lotus face tlie bee-liko eyes of the saint 
reverently drank thereof; blessed indeed was Sarabhanga to have 
been born. 

Chanpdi. 
Said the saint : " Hearkoiij gracious Raghubir, the swan of 
Sankara's lake, I had taken my departure to tho halls of tlie 
Creator,^ but I heard say that Rama is coming into the forest. Day 
and night I have been watching the road ; now I have seen my lord 
and my heart is at rest, I am deficient, my lord, in all that is good, 
but yon have graciously acknowledged me as your htimble servant. 
Now, sire, I have no request to make; I have acoomplished my 
vow, O.ravishcr of tho soul of the faithful, to wait in expectation 
of the suppliant's friend till I saw yon and then to discard my 
body. I have practised meditation, saorifice, prayers, penance and 
fasting, and have reooived the gift of faith as a boon of the Lord. 
In this manner with his funeral pile all ready prepared, saint 
Sarabhanga has sat and waited, with a heart freed from every 
attachment 

Dohd 5. 
May the Lord, whose body is dark of hne as a sombre rain- 
clond, incarnate in form as the divine RAma, dwell for ever in my 

sonl together with Sita and his brother I" 

'The encounter with Viridhi, which is here so very boldly tola, occupies 
more than a hundred liues in Valmiki's poem. 

' Vttlmiiti represents Indra as haying come with fcis chariot and horses to 
carry oQ the fage to Brohma'g sphere at the very time ol liama'a arciTal, 



)vGoo'^lc 



8 THE FOBEST. 

ChaupdL 
When lie had thoB said, the lire of bis dflTOtion coasuined bis 
body, and by B&ma's favour he ascended to Vaiknntb,' The saint 
was not absorbed into the divinity for this reason, that he bad 
already received the mysterious gift of fuith.^ When the assembled 
Rishis saw the great saint's translation, they were mightily rejoiced 
at heart and all broke forth into hymns of praise, 'Qlory to the 
champion of the humble, the fountain of mercy,' Then Kaghna&th 
went on farther into the forest, and a great company of holy men 
Ttitb bim. Seeing a heap of boues, he asked the saints about them 
and was moved with much compassion. " I know, but why ask, 
Master? Ton have seen all and know even oar thoughts. These 
are alt the eainta whom the demon boats have devonred." Oa 
hearing this, Baghabfr's eyes filled with tears. 

Dohd G. 
He raised his arms and vowed to rid the earth of demons : 
then gladdened the saints by visiting them all in turn at their 
hermitages. 

Chaupdi. 

Saint Agastya had a learned disciple, by name Sutfkshna, devoted 
to God ; in thought, xrord and deed one of B^ma's faithful servants, 
who had never even dreamt of any other hope or divinity. When 
he heard of the Lord's approach, he rushed out hurriedly, full of 
longing desire: "O God, the compassionate Raghnr&i will be 
gracionsto even a wretch like me. The holy ftama and his brother 
will receive me as their own servant, t have no assured confidence 
of heart, no faith, nor commaifd over self, nor wisdom of Intellect ; 
no communion with saints, nc practice in meditation, prayer, or 
vigil, and no steadfast devotion to his lotas feetj only the promise 
of the All-merciful. 'He is my friend who goeth to none other.' 
To-day my eyes will be blest with the sight of the lotus-faced, the 

'According (o T£liii!hi it wu not Talkuntb, bat Brkhma's Bphne, to «hich 
he was truultted. III. B. 3S. 

The reward of faith {bhahit) Is the admiBiion to the actnal presence of the 
(liTinitj in the sphere where he Bpeciallj reigns. Absorption iata the diTinity 
Implie* the eKtinctioo of indlvldnal existence and Indlvldnal i^nsciotuneaa, lad 
therefore, thoagh the mnintiui bonum of minr Hindu eecte, it ii not so of thosa 
who cherish & perwnaJ love fcr anj particular Incarnation, ■ lore which CiUi only 
he wtitflcd by a comciongnesg of the presence of the beloved. 
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deliverer from the bouda^ of existence." The saint, philosopher 
as he was, was so utterly overwhelmed with love that his state, 
Bhavdni, was beyond all description. Ha could not see his way 
either in this direction or in that, nor remember who he was, or 
where he was going ; at one time he woald turn and go back, at 
another would dance and sing songs of praise. The saint's love 
and faith wa&ed yet more vehement aa the lord watched him 
stealthily from behind a tree. Then Baghubir, who removes all 
the troubles of the world, after witnessing his exceeding devotion, 
manifested himself in his soul. The saint was struck motion- 
less in the middle of the road, and his body bristled like the 
jack-fmit with every hair on end. Then Raghan^th drew near, 
rejoicing to witness the emotion of his servant. Though ha 
tried many ways to rouse him, he neither awoke nor derived any 
happiness from the vision ; till Rama doffed his kingly gaise and 
mentally revealed himself as tlie four-armed god. The saint there- 
upon started up in alarm, like a poor snake that has been robbed 
of its jewel, and seeing before him ihe dark-hued Rama with Sita 
and his younger brother, the abode of delight, he fell like a log at 
his feet, drowned iu love and supremely happy. With his strong 
arms he took and lifted him up and clasped him to his bosom with 
the utmost affection. As he embraced the saint, the All-merciful 
showed forth like a tanuUa tree clasped by a i^e of gold : and the 
eaintas be gazed in RAma's face stood so still that you would take 
him for a figure painted in a picture. 

DoM 7. 

At last the saint growing bolder at heart, after again and 
again clasping his feet, conducted the Lord to his hermitage and 
did everything in his honour. 



Said the SMut : " Hearken, Lord to my supplication ; bat how 
can I hymn thy praise ? Thy greatness is immeasurable' and my 
wit is soant, as ineffectual as a fire-fly in the presence of the sun. 
I adore without ceasing the divine fiaghubir, with body dark of 
hue as a string of lotuses, with his knotted hair for a crown and 
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10 THE FOREST. 

an anchorite's dress for his robe, witli bow and arrows ia band 
aod quiver by his side. A fire to consume the dense forest of 
delusion, a sun to animate the lotus growth of the saints, a lion 
Rgaiost the eiephaut herd of demons, a hawk to scatter the birds of 
metempsychosis, may he ever protect us with eyes bright as the 
lotiis ; apparelled with glory; the moon of Sita's pnrtridge-like 
eyes : the swan in the lake of Siva's soul ; the broad-chested, 
strong-armed BAma, him I adore. A Garur to devour the serpents 
of doubt ; the queller of violence, wrangling and pain ; the con- 
queror of death ; the delight of tiie company of heaven ; the homo 
of compassion, may he ever protect as. At once bodiless and 
embodied, like and unlike, endowed with form and formless ; trans- 
cending all thought, speech and perception; pure, all-pervading, 
faultless, illimilable, Hama, the loosener of earth's burdens, him I 
adore. A forest of trees of Paradise for his faithful people ; the 
dispeller of passion, avarice, pride and lust ; the All-beautiful ; the 
bridge to cross the ocean of life, the ehamjiion of the solar race, 
may be ever protect us. With unlimited might of arm, the home 
of strength ; the true diaperser of the manifold impurity of this 
iron age ; the shield of righteousness ; the giver of delights, the 
assemblage of all good qualities ; may he, my Rama, ever grant us 
prosperity. Though he be passionless, all-pervading, eternal, and 
ever dwolleth in the hearts of all ; yet in his character of the 
wood roaming conqueror of Khara, with bis brother and bride, mar 
he abide in my thoughts. They who understand, know him to be 
the Lord, though embodied, the bodiless ruler of tlie soul, the lotus 
eyed sovereign of Kosala ; then mako thy abode in my heart, 
Rdina. Never be this sentiment forgotten : I am his servant 
and Raghupati is my Lord." Edma was pleased at heart on hear- 
ing the saint's speech, and in his delight pressed him again to his 
bosom: " Know, Saint, that I am highly gratified ; ask any boon 
and 1 will grant it you." Said tho saint : " I have never begged 
a boon uor-can I discern between true and false. Whatever seems 
good to you, Raghur&i, that bestow upon me, for yon are your 
servant's benefactor." " I give you steadfast faith, self-control, 
and wisdom, and make you a storeliouae of all virtue and know- 
ledge." " I have received, my lord, the boon that yon have given, 
now grant me my own wish. 
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Dohd 8. 
O my lord Hfima, with your brother and Jinaki, yourself 
equipt with bow and arrows, *for ever and ever abide like the moon 
in tbo heaven of my soul."' 

Chaupdi. 

' So be it,' said Lakshmi*a lord, as be joyously started ou 
his visit to the Rishi Agastya. " It is a long time since I last saw my 
ffuru and since I camo to live in this hermitage ; now, my lord, I wilt 
go and Bee him with you ; I am not patting you under any obliga- 
tion," The fountain of mercy saw through the saint's craftiness, 
and both brothers smiled as they took him with them. Discours- 
ing on the way on the excellence of faith in himself, the king 
of the gods arrived at the saint's hermitage. Sotikshna at once 
went to the guru and after prostrating himself thus addreaaed him : 
"My lord, the son of the sovereign of Kosala,.the refuge of the 
world, has come to see you, even Rima, with his brother and 
Vaidehi, to whom the gods make their prayer night and day," A3 
soon as he heard this, Agastya started up and ran, and at the sight 
of Hari, his eyes filled with tears. The two brothers fell at the 
saint's holy feet, but he took and clasped them to his bosom with 
the utmost affection. After courteously enquiring of their welfare, 
the holy sage conducted them to a seat and then again did all 
homage to his lord, saying : 'There is no other man so blessed aa 
I am.' So long as the other hermits stayed, their delight was to 
gaze upon the root of joy. 

'TaU! D«»'b 'theory as to the priccipte that sbould regulate man's prayer.i 
to Be&Ten, U enforced bj tbe example ol tbe famous aagei and naceticE, whom 
be 90 frequenlly brings before his readers and whoae atpirutions refer 
eiclnsirely to apiritml blesaingn. An exact parallel is afiorded by the teaching 
o( the great EDgliah moraliet of the last c^ulury as iaculcated in the followiDg 
Haet:— 

•' Yet tchen the scene of sacred presence fires, 

And (trang dcTotion to the skies aspires, 

Foar forth thy fertour for a healthful mlDd, 

Obedient passl.ins and a will resigced, 

For love, which scarce collective msn can fill, 

For patience, sovereign o'rr transmuted ill. 

For faith, that— pantlnf; for a happier eeat — 

Counts dc»th kind nature's signal of retreat." 
Detachment from the wnrld, tabjugatiim of the passions, love for the dlri. 
nity, patience nnder suffering and, to crown all, ao unbesitatiag faith, are the 
bisbeit boons that man can secure : the last being tolloired after deaih by tba 
beatifle vision of the godhead, a Joy for all eletnity. 
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Aa he Bat Id their midst with their eyes all faat4>i)ed npon his 
person, they seemed like a. hevy of partridges gazing on tfae 
autnmual moon. 

Chaapdi. 

Then said Baghuhir to the aaiot : " My lord, nothing is hid 
from you ; yon know why I have come, and therefore, sire, 
there ia no need to inform yon. Give me now some charm 
by which I may destroy the persecutors of the saints." The 
sage smiled when he heard the lord's speech: "You ask me, 
sire ! hnt what do I know ? By virtne of my devotion to you, 
O destroyer of sin, I understand a little of your greatness. 
Tonr delasive power is a vast fig^ tree,, its clnstering fruit the 
countless multitude of worlds ; while all things animate and 
inanimate are like the insects that dwell inside, and think their 
own particular fig the only one in existence. This fruit is deronred 
by harsh and inexorable fate, bat even he trembles in fear of 
you. You, sire, are the sovereign of all the spheres, and jon 
Bsk of me, as though yon were only a man. O fountain of 
mercy, I beg ibis boon; dwell in my heart withLakshmi and 
your brother, and grant me steadfast faith, piety, fellowship with the 
saints, and unbroken love for your lotus feet, Thongb you are the 
supreme spirit, indivisible and eternal, beyond the reach of percep- 
tion, the adoration of the saints, yet I declare and recognize your 
incarnation, and again and again adore the embodiment of Brahm 
and Rati. You always esialt your own servants, and this, Baghurft*, 
is the reason why you consult me. There is, my lord, avery charm- 
ing and holy spot cnlled Fanchavati. Sanctify the whole Dandaka 
forest, in which it is, and relieve it of the saint's grievous curse*, 
by taking np your abode there, B&ma ; and thus show mercy to 
all the saints." On receiving his permission, BIma set out aod 
quickly arrived at Fanchavati. 

'The word in the test ie DSmri, Trhich representa the Sanskrit udumBara, 
the ficua glomerala. It bearBlaigscIaiteraoJ: truit, and ever; Biogle fig Bwarma 

'The curse hod been pronounced hj Bh£rgava, nhoie dmighteT Abjit 
had bean viulated bj Danda, son of Ikehfiku, vbo wai - then king of the 
coantrj. Bia popaloua realm at once became a wild forGBt waste, iubabited 
only bj wild bettaM and demons. 
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Dohd 10. 
After meetmg the king of the vultares' and warmly renewing 
oM friendship, RAma stayed near the 6od&vari, where be made 
hiniBelf a thatched cottage. 

Chaupdi. 

From the time that B4iua took up his abode there, the saints lived 
happily and without fear. The mountains, woods, rivers and lakes 
were eoffused with beauty, and day by day grew yet more exceedingly 
lovely. The many birds and deer were full of joy and the bees 
added a charm by their sweet bnzzing. Not even the aerpent-fcing 
would be able to describe the forest, in which the glorious Bima 
had manifested himself. One day, as the Lord was sitting at ease, 
Lakshman most humbly addressed him thus : " Sovereign of gods, 
men and saints, aud of all animate and inanimate creation, I have 
a question to ask of you as of my own special master. Speak, 
sire, and answer it for me, for I have left all to serve the dust of 
your feet. Explain to me knowledge, self-goveroance, and the 
delusion of Maya; tell me what is that faith, to which yon extend 
reercy. 

Dohd 11. 

Instmct me, my lord, in all the difference between God and the 
soul, that I may be entirely devoted to your feet aud free from 
grief, ignorance and error." 

Chaupdi. 

" I will explain the whole matter in brief ; hearken brother, 

with attention of mind and sgul. It is from ego-ism and 

distinctjons between mine and thine, that the illnsion is produced 

which has subjugated all classes of existence. The senses and 

the objects of the senses, as far as the mind can reaob, are all 

a delusion, brother ; understand that. Now learn its divisions ; 

knowledge is infinite, but ignorance is twofold ; the one utterly 

bad and calamitous, which forces the principle of life down into 

>Tlie IntsTTiew with the Tattuie-kiag Jatiyu, thus briefly despatched in 
two lines, occupies the whole of the SOth canto io the Sanskrit Araoja-biod. 
It was on this occasion that he made the promise to protect Sltn, which aDb«e< 
qneatly cost him his lile. 
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the pit of tranamigration ; the other, the power by which the 
world ia created after its own likeness, sent by God, and having no 
strength of itself. Knowledge, in which there is no particle of self- 
conBciousness, sees the supreme spirit equally in all things j and he, 
brother, is to be reckoned chief of stoics, who abandons fortune, 
and the three elements of which the universe is composed, as if of 
no more account than a blade of grass. 

Dohd 12. 
That is to be called aonl which through the power of delusion 
does not recogniz« itself as being really Qod,* God the giver of 
bondage and of deliverance, the head of all things, the sender forth 
of delusion, the one goal. 

, Chaupdi. 
After piety, asceticism ; and after asoetio meditation, knowledge ; 
and knowledge, as the Vedas declare, is the giver of salvation. But 
that at which I melt more quickly, brother, is faith, which is tlie 
blessing of ray votaries; it stands by itself without other support, 
and is above all knowledge whether spiritual or profane. Faith, 
brother, ia an incomparable source of happiness, and only to be 
acqnired by the favour of a saint. But J will explain the means 
towards it, the easy path by which men may 6nd me. In the first 
place, an exceeding devotion to Br&hmans and in every action 
a close adherence to scriptural prescription. Secondly, the fruit of 
this will be detachment from the world, and then will spring up a 
delight in my worship. The nine kinds of faith as exercised by the 
ears, Ac, will strengthen ; there will be an exceeding love in the 
soul for my manifestations, a great affection for the lotus feet 
of the saints, a persistency in prayer — in deed and in heart as well 
as in tongue— and faithfulness in service done to one's guru, or father 
and mother, or family, or lords and masters, knowing it to be really 
done to me. While singing my praises the body quivers, the voice 
trembles, the eyes flow with tears ; and neither lust, pride nor deceit 
finds a place in the soul; I am ever, brother, at tho command of 
SQch a one as this. 

■Or U m«y be thoi tranBlatea; 'That is to be called Bonl, which doubts 
regarding itself whether It be ft deluBiTe inaulfcBtRtiuo or really God." 
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I take up my abode for ever in the lotas heart of those 
who in thought, word and deed make their fervent prayer to 
D\y iacarnation." 

Cliaupdi, 
On hearing the doctrine of faith and devotion^ thus expounded, 
Laksbman was greatly rejoiced and bowed his head at his lord's 
feet. In this manner several days were spent in discourses on 
asceticism, wisdom, virtue and morality. One day Ravan's sister 
Siirpa-nakhft, foul-hearted and venomous as a serpent, came to 
Pancliavati and was exciled by the sight of the two princes. A 
woman, Gat-iir, will only look at n handsome man, whether he be 
brother, father or son.' In her excitement she could not contain 
herself, like the auU'Stone that melts at the sight of the sun. 
Having assumed a beautiful form, she went to the Lord and with 
many smiles thus addressed him: " There is no other man like 
you, nor wom^n like me ; this is a match that God has taken some 
pains to make. I have searched tlie three spheres, but have not 
found any where in the world a man of beauty to equal mine. 
And for this reason I have till now remained a virgin, but now 
that I have seen you I am fairly satisfied." The lord looked 
at Sita and aaid in reply: "My younger brother is a bachelor," 
The demon's sister took the hint and went to Lakshman. He 
Ipoked to his lord and said in gentle tones : " Hearken, fair lady, 
j^-arn his servant ; it is not right that you should be in subjectioa to 
any one. My lord is the mighty king of Kosala, and whatever he 
does is all done at bis own pleasure. A servant who espects 
to take his ease, a beggar who expects honour, a spendthrift who 
hopes for wealth, a profligate who hopes for heaven, or an avari- 
cious man who expects renown, these are four dreamers, men who 

.' Yoga, tba word here rendered ' de'otian' j ia one of the six Bjstems of Hindu 
pbilOBOpby'. Its chief aim ia to teach the meana, by which the hmnaa boqI may 
attain complete union with the Supreme Being. It ia defined by Patanjuli, the 
(ouoJer of Jbe Bchool, as ' the prtvtntion of the modiflcatinna of thoojiht hy the 
praotios oi«alf mortification and by keeping the mind ooiiatantly nnalfeGled by 
all uiternal iii9iienceB.' The final beatitude, which is htid out as the reward of 
■bcb decoflCii, consists in tbe ceseatian of all idea af self and of any distiaetlun 
between matter aud spirit, 

'That ia to sny apiiarcDtly, whnterer his age may be, whether he be of the 
■ame ago, or old eauugb to be a fatlier, or yoaiig eoougb to be a son. 
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would expect milk from milking the air." Agaia she turned and 
came to B&ma, but he eenb her back once more to Lakshmau. 
Said Lakshinan, " The bridegroom for you must be a man lost to 
all sense of shame." Then in a fnry she went to Ei&ma, revealing 
herself ia a shape of terror. Ragbur4i, seeing that Sita was 
frightened, made a sign to his brother ; 

Dohd 14. 
And Lakshman with the greatest ease struck off ber nose and 
ears; her hands be sent to KtWaii in defiance. 

Ckaupdix. 

Without nose and ears she was as hideous to look upon as a 
mountain flowing with torrents of red ochre. She went moaning 
to Kbara and Diishan; "Acurse, a curse, I say, on your manhood 
and strength, brother." They questioned and she told them all. 
When they had heard, the demons gathered an army and a swarm- 
ing mnttitnde of fiends rushed forth like so many winged mountains 
of darkness, on diverse vehicles, of diverse shapes, armed with 
diverse weapons, terrible and beyond number. At tte head went 
Siirpa-nakbd in hideous guise, without ears and nose. Many fear- 
ful omens of ill occurred, but the host heeded them not, being all 
death-doomed. They shouted, they defied the enemy, they leaped 
in the air, their captains inspected the ranks and rejoiced exceed- 
ingly. Said one. ' Take the two brothers alive and then take and 
kill them and carry off the bride. The vault of heaven was filled 
with the dust of them. B4ma called his brother and said : " Take 
Jinaki away to some mountain-cave ; a terrible array of demons 
has come ; remain on your guard." Obedient to his lord's com- 
mand be took bis bow and arrows in hand and led Sfta away. 
When Rima saw that the hostile force had drawn near, he smiled 
as be strong his massive bow. 

Chhand 3. 

As he strung his massive bow and bound up his long hair in a 
knot OD his bead, be seemed as it were a sapphire rock encircled with 
flashes of lightning and with two snakes entwining its summit. As 
the lord girded up his gaiver by his side and clasped the bow in 
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liis mighty arm and fitted thq arrow to the atring, he glared with the 
glance of a lion on a herd of elephants. 

Sorathdja. 

The warriora oame on with a rush, shouting ' seize hini, seiza 
him,' for thej saw that ha was alone : the demons closed roand upon 
him, but he stood as the rising sun, 



and at the sight of his majesty they could not discharge their 
arrows; the whole demon host beoame powerless, Khara and 
Dl^shan summoned their ministers and said : " This ornament of the 
htnnan race must be some king's son. N^gas, demons, gods, men 
and saints of all sorts I have seen, conquered and slain ; but in the 
whole <Jf my life — mark me, my brethren all — I have never seen suoh 
beauty. Though he has disfigurod my sister, so incomparable a 
hero is uot worthy of death. 'At once put away and surrender 
your bride and return home alive, yon and your brother.' Declare 
to him this that I have said and quickly come back with his 
answer." The heralds went and told R&ma. He smiled to hear 
them and said: "I am a warrior by caste and am hunting 
this wood ; wretches like you are the game that I am tracking. 
I am not dismayed at the sight of the enemy's strength, but 
am ready to do combat with death himself. Though a man, 
I am the exterminator of the race of demons ; and though a mere 
child I am the protector of the saints and the destroyer of 
the wicked. If there is no strength in you, turn and go home ; 
i will never turn my back upon the battle. If you have come 
up to fight, show now your cunning and dexterity ; mercy f o an 
enemy is the height of weakness." The heralds immediately 
went and repeated all this: Khara and Dushan's heart was on fira 
when they heard it 

Ch/iand 4. 
Their heart was on fire and they cried : " Rush upon him and 
seize him, ye mighty demon warriors, with your bows and arrows, 
chibs, pikes, spears, scymetars, maces and axes." The lord gave 
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his bow one twang ; in a moment at the awful and terrible souDiI 
the demons were deafened and dismayed, they had no sense left io 

them. 

Dohd 15. 

When they bad recovered tbemselres they made a rnsh, for 
they knew the strength of their foe ; and shafts and weapons of all 
kinds began to rain upon Bima. But Baghubir cleft them in twain 
making them of no more acconnt than so many sesamam seeds, and 
then drawing the bowstring to bis ear he let fly his own arrows. 

Ckhand 5, 6. 
Then the terrible arrows sped forth, hissing like many serpents. 
The holy Bdma waxed wrath in battle ; bis arrows Bew of exceeding 
sharpness. When they saw his shafts so keen, the demon leaders 
tamed to flight ; but the three brothers became furions : ' Whoever 
runs from the field I will slay with my own hand ; let him stay 
then and make np bis mind to die.' Weapons of diverse kinds 
beat npon him from the front, and the lord perceiving that the foe 
was exceedingly furious fitted an arrow to bis bow. He let fly 
the bnge bolts ; the hideous demons were cot to piece? ; bodies, 
beads, arms, hands and feet were sc^tltered abont all over tbe 
ground. The shrill arrows struck ; the earth grew mountain 
high, Tbe leaders had their bodies cut into a hundred pieces, yet 
they stood up again by power of magic Many arms and beads 
flew through the air and headless trunks ran to and fro. Kites, 
crows and jackals made an awful and horrible wrangling. 

Chhand 7. 
Jackals wrangled ; ghosts, goblins and demons made caps of 
the skulls ; more warlike devils clasped skulls together for music, 
and witches danced. Raghubir's mighty arrows smote ofF tba 
leaders' bodies, arms and heads ; they fell on every side, but stood 
np again to fight with terrible cries of ' strike, strike,' Vultures 
flew away with men's entrails in their claws, goblins scampered ofi^ 
with hands that they had seized ; one might fancy alt the children 
of Battle-town were flying kites. The mighty champions lay dead 
and vanqoished, with mangled bodies. Seeing their army rout- 
ed, Ehara and Ddsban, with Triaira and the other chaopiona, 
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atood at bay, aad all at onoa domoba inDumerabie hurled furionsly 
agaiDst Eaghubfr arrow and spear, olub, ase, javelin, and dagger. 
lu the twinkling of an eye the lord had warded o£FaIl his enemies' 
missiles and sent forth hia own arrows, slaying all the demon leaders 
with ten shafts planted in the breast of each of them. Though they 
(ell to the ground, they rose again in their valour and joined in the 
fray, and would not die, but made the strangest sight. The gods 
feared, when they saw the demons fourteen thousand in number, 
and the king of Avadh alone ; till the lord, perceiving the alarm 
of gods and saints, and having power over all illusion, wrought a 
prodigy, and while they were yet looking at one another he iinishod 
the battle, and the array of the enemy all perished fighting, 

Dohd 16. 
crying Bama, Bima, as their soul left their body; they thus 
attained beatitude. In a moment the fountain of mercy slew all 
his enemies by magic. The gods in tbeir joy rained down flowers, 
instruments of music sounded in the air, and with cries of ' Glory, 
glory', they all departed, each in his own splendid carriage. 

Chaupii. 

When Baghnnath bad vanquished his foes in the battle, gods, 
men and saints were all relieved from- fear. Lakshmaa then brought 
back Sita. As she fell at her lord's feet, he took and rapturously 
clasped her to his bosom, and she fixed her gaze upon his dark and 
delicate form, but so vehement was her love that her eyes could 
□ever be satisfied. Thus the blessed B&ma stayed. at Panchavati, 
delighting gods and saints by the deads that he did. But Sdrpa- 
nakha, when sbe saw the defeat of Khara and Ddshan, went and 
called Bivan. In tones fall of fury she cried ; " You have lost all 
thought of realm and treasure ; you drink and sleep day and night, 
and do not consider that the enemy is at your gate, A king- 
dom without policy, wealth without religion, consecration to Hari 
iFithout good works, knowledge without discretion, these all bring 
no fruit save trouble to the student, the doer, or the possessor. 
An ascetic is quickly undone by attachment, a king by ill-counsel, 
wisdom by conceit, modesty by drinking, friendship by want of 
consideration, and good sense by pride ; so goes the saying. 
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Soratkd 7. 
An enemy, Bickness, fire, sin, a master and a serpent are oerer 
to be accounted trifles." Bo saying and with mnch lamentation 
beside she set to weeping. 

Dohd 17. 
In her distress she threw herself down in the midst of the 
assembly with many tears and cries, " Rdvan, to thinlt that yoa 
phonld live and see me thus treated I" 



When they heard this, the assembly rose in confusion and took . 
her by the hand and lifted her np and consoled her. Said the 
king of Lank& : " W by do yoa not tell me what has happened ? who 
has cnt off your nose and ears?" "The aona of Basarath, the 
lord, of A vadb, very lions of men, have come tohnnt the forest. 
I understood what they were about ; they would rid the earth of 
demons. Belying on the might of their arm, G6van, the saints 
roam the woods without any fear. 3'hey are children to look at, 
but in fact resistless as Death himself, the most intrepid of archers, 
with many strings to theirbow.* Both brothers are glorions with 
incomparable might and have devoted themselves to the extermina- 
tion of the wicked and the relief of gods and saints. E&ma— for 
such is his name — is the very perfection of beauty, and with him is 
a dark complexioned girl, whom the Creator has made tSe loveliest 
of the sex : a hundred million Ratis would be no match for her. 
It is his younger brother, who cut off my ears and nose and made 
a mock of me, when he heard I was your sister. When Kham 
and Diishan were told of this, tbey gave him challenge ; hut in an 
instant he slew the whole of their army." When he heard of the 
defeat of Khaia, Dilshan, and Trisir£, the Ten-headed was on fire 
all over. 

Ihhti 18. 

After consoling Sdrpa-nakhi and forcing himself to say much 
to her, he went to his palace in a great state of anxiety and had no 
sleep all night. 
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Chavpdi. 

" Among gods, men and demons, serpents and birds, there is none 
who can withstand my servants ; and Khai'a and Ddshan were my 
own equals in strength ; wlio can have killed them, unless it be 
God himself? If Ood has become incarnate in order to rejoice the 
saints and relieve earth of its burden, then if I go and fight agaiost 
him and lo^e my life by ai) arrow of the lord's, I shall escape 
farther transmigration ; prayer will not do for one like me of 
demon form ; this is the plan apon which I am absolutely deter- 
mined. If he is only some earthly king's son, I shall conquer them 
both in battle and carry off the bride." He mounted bis chariot 
and went off alone to the spot where Miricha was living by the 
sea-shore- Hearken now, Uma, to the delectable account of the 
device that B£ma invented. 

Dohd 19. 

When Lakshman had gone into the wood to gather roots, fruit« 
and herbs, the gentle and joyous god said with a smile to Janak's 
daughter : 



" Hearken, moat lovely and amiable of faithful wives, I am 
going to act a fantastic human part. Be you absorbed into fire 
until I have completed the destruction of the demons." As soon 
ns Rama had finished speaking, she pressed her lord's feet to her 
heart and entered into the fire, leaving only an image of herself, 
of exactly the same appearance and the same amiable and gentle 
disposition. Lakshman did not know this mystery or that the god 
had taken any action. Tlie Ten-headed approached Maricha and 
bowed his head, the selfish and contemptible wretch. When a 
mean thing stoops, it is only to give more pain, like an ele- 
phant-goad, a bow, a snake, and a cat ; the friendly speech of a 
ohnrl is as portentous, Bhawani, as fiowers that blossom out of 
season. 

Bold 20. 

After doing him homage, Mfiricha respectfully enquired of him 
his business : " What is the cause, my son, that you have come 
so disturbed in mind and all alone? 
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Chaupdi. 

It&van put tfae wbole matter hefore him and added presump- 
taously — tbe wretch — " Do you for the purpose of deception 
asEnme the form of a deer, and by this means, I shall be able to carry 
off the priaceea." He replied :—" Hearken, R&vau ; thoagb in 
form as a man, this is tbe lord of all animate and inanimate crea- 
tion ; there is no fighting against him, m^ son ; if he kills, you 
die, and if yon live, it is he who gives yon life. He is the prince 
Gagbnpati, who when ho went to protect the saint's sacrifice, smote 
me with a pointless arrow, and in an instant I was driven a dis- 
tance of a hundred leagues :' it is not well to quarrel with him. 
Wherever I look, I see these two brothers, and my senses are utterly 
bewildered, like a fly fascinated by a spider. Even if he be only a 
man, my son, be is a tremendous hero, and opposition to him will 
do no good. 

Dohd 21. 
But can he possibly be a man, who was strong enough to van- 
quish T&raka and Sub&hu and broke Siva's bow and slew Khara, 
Ddshan and Trisira ? 

C/iaupdi. 

Consider the welfare of your family and go home." When be 
beard this, he was fnrious and abused him soundly : " You fool, 
you take upon yourself to teach me, as if you were my master [ 
Tell me where is there in the world any warrior my equal ?" M4- 
licha then thought to himself : "There are nine whom it is not 
good to make enemies ; an armed man, a confidant, a king, a vil- 
lain, a rich man, a physician, a panegyrist, a poet, or a man of 
special ability." Either way be saw he must die ; but he reflected 
that BSma would be hia sanctuary. So he answered : " You will 
te the death of me, poor wretch ; for how can 1 escape when smit- 
ten by Raghupati's shaft ?" With these thoughts at heart, he 
accompanied B^van, staunch in bis devotion to Rdma's feet and with 
^n exceeding gladness of heart that be would not show : " To-day 
1 shall behold my best beloved. 

'See Vol.L, page Ii». 
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Chhand 8. 

My eyas will be rewarded with the sight of my best beloved, 
snd Z shall be happy. I shall imprint upon my soul the feet of tho 
All-merciful with Sita too and his brother. Hari, the ocean of 
beatitude, whose very wrath confers Balyation, who gives himself 
up entirely to the will of his worshippers, will with his owniiandsfit 
an arrow to the string and slay me. 

Dohd 22. 

As he rnns after me to seize me with his bow and arrows, I 
shall ever and again turn and get a sight of my lord : there is noue 
else 80 blessed as I am." 

Chaupdi. 

When the Ten-headed drew near to the wood, Marioha took 
the form of a deer, so beautifully spotted as to defy description, 
with a body of gold, all bespangled with jewels. When Slta saw 
this wondrously beautiful creature clothed with loveliness in its 
every limb, she cried : " Baghubir, hearken, kind Sir, this 
deer has a most charming skin ; sky it then, most truthful lord, and 
bring me the hide." Thereupon Itama, who understood the mean- 
ing of it all, arose with Joy to execute the purpose of the gods. 
-Having marked the deer, he girded np hiswaistbelt, took his bow 
in his hand and tnmmed his shapely arrows. Then the lord cau- 
tioned Lakshman : " Many demons, brother, roam the forest ; take 
care of Sita with all thought and consideration and with force too, 
if occasion requires it." The deer, seeing the lord, took to flight;: 
Bdma pursued with ready bow : even he, to whom the Veda cannot 
attain, nor Siva is able to contemplate, hastened in pursuit of a 
mimic deer. Now close at hand, uow fleeing at a distance, at one 
time in sight, at another hid, alternately showing and concealing 
itself and practising every kind of wile, in this manner it look the 
lord ifar away. At last R&ma aimed and let Qy the fatal shaft ; it 
fell to the gronnd with a terrible cry, taking first of all Lakshman's 
name, but afterwards mentally invoking Rama, As life ebbed, ha 
appeared in his natural form and affectionately invoked Bfima's 
name; who in his wisdom recognizing his inward love, gave him 
such a place in heaven as saints can scarcely attain to. 
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Dohd 23. 
The godg rained down abundaot floirora aod byrnned the lord's 
high virtue : " ]Iaghan&th, the snppliant's friend, raises to his own 
sphere even a demon 1" 

ChaupAi. 

As soon as he had slain the monster, Baghnbir returned ; tlia 
bow gleaming in his hand and the quiver by his side. When Sita 
heard the agonizing cry, she called to Lakshman in the greatest 
alarm : " Qo in haste, your brother is in some sad etrait," 
Lakshman answered with a smile : " Hearken, mother ; he, by the 
play of whose eyebrows the world ia annihilated, cannot be imagin- 
ed as having fallen into any didicnlty." But when Slla nrged him 
with taunting words, Lakshman's resolution — for such was Hari's 
will — was shaken; he made over charge of everything to the forest 
and its gods, and went after the Bfihu of the moon-like Et&van, 
When the Ten-headed saw the gronnd vacant, he drew near in the 
gnise of an anchorite. He, for fear of whom gods and demons 
trembled and could neither sleep by night nor eat food by day, 
even that Bdvan, came looking tbis side and that, as furtively as a 
cur, bent on thieving. After he had turned his steps, Gariir, to 
this vile course, not a particle of his majesty, or intellect, or strength 
of body was left in him. After repeating a variety of legends and 
moral sentiments, be had recourse to threats and blandishments. 
Said Sita, " Hearken, reverend Father ; what yon say is hateful to 
me." Then B&van showed himself in his proper form; and sbe 
VFas terror-stricken when he declared his name. But plucking up 
all her conrage she said : " Wretch, stay as you are ; my lord ia at 
hand. Since you have treated Hari's wife like an outcast, you 
must die, demon king." On hearing this speech the Ten-headed 
was furious, though in bis heart he delighted to adore her feet. 
DoM 24. 

Eavan angrily seized her and seated her in his chariot. As he 
look his way through (he air, he was so agitated with fear that h» 
could scarcely drive. 

Chaupdi, 

" Ah 1 gallant lUghur&i, sovereign of the nniverse, for what 
fault of mine have you forgotten mercy ? Ah ! reliever of Uistreas, 
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health-giviog sanctoary, sun of Ibe lotuses of the Raghu race. Ah I 
tjakehmaD! this is no fattit of yours ; I have reaped the frait of 
the temper I showed." Manifold were the lamentations that she 
uttered. " My affectionate and loving Jord is far away ; who will 
tell him of my calamity ; that an ass is devoariog the oblation 
intended for the gods!" At the sound of Sita's woeful lament every 
created being, whether animate or inanimate, was made ead. Hhe 
mltare-king, too, beard her piteous cry and recognized the wife 
of the glory of Baghn's line, whom the vile demon was carrying 
away, as it were the famous dun cow that had fallen into the hands 
of some savage. " Fear not, Sita, my daughter, I will annihilate 
this monster." He bird darted forth in its fury, like a thunder- 
bolt launched against a mountain. " Stop, you villain, how dare 
yon go on thus and take no heed of me." Seeing him bearing 
down upon him like the angel of death, Bfivan paused and con- 
sidered : " Is it mount Main^ka' or the king of the birds I any- 
how they both know my might, as also do their lords."* 

When he perceived that it was poor old Jatiiyii, be cried, " he 
shall leave his body at the shrine of my hands. "^ At this, the vul- 
ture rushed on in a fury, crying; "Hearken, Bavan, to my 
advice; surrender Jan aki and go home in peace ; if not, despite your 
many arms it will turn out thus ; B&ma's wrath is like a fierce flame, 
and your whole house will be consumed in it like a moth." The war- 
rior demon gave no answer. Then the vulture rushed on in a fury 
and clutched him by the hair and dragged him from hia chariot so 
that he fell to the ground. Again, having sheltered Sita, the vulture 
turned and with his beak tore and rent his body. For nearly half 
an hour the demon was in a swoon, then gnashed his teeth with rage 
and drew his monstrous sword and out off Jat&yu's wings. The bird 
fell to the ground, calling upon B&ma, and doing marvellous feats 
of courage. Then R^van again seated Sita in the chariot and drove 
off in haste in no little alarm. Sita was borne through the air lament- 
ing, like a frightened fawn in the power of a huntsman. Seeing 

'MKindka Is the only f eak which is said to have retoiaed its wings when 
ladra clipped those of the other monntains, 

■Main&ka'a lord is tbn ocean, which Rfvin and the nth«r demons had 
chnnied; and Qamr, 'thekinsrof the birds,' ha« Vishnu for bts lord, with 
whom Kiraa had filwaya been at war. 

*Tbiit is to aa; ' ea n man Roea to a place of pilgrimage lit order to die 
tbere, so luu ha coine to me to die bj m; hand.' 
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tbe moDkejB sitting on tbe rocks, sbe cried ont Hari'a name aikI 
dropt her scarf. In this manner he went ofF with Sita aod pnt her 
down in tbe Asoka forest. 

DoM 25. 

Though be tried eveiy kind of threat and blnndishnient, the 
mtmster ooold not snoceed, and at last after exbaosticig all his 
devices he left her ncder tbe Asoka tree. With Bfima's beanteoos 
form impresaed npon her heari;, as be appeared when pursuing tbe 
tnimic deer, Sita was incessantly ioTokiug bis name, ' Hari, Hari 1' 
ChaupiH. 

"Wben Raghnpati saw bis brother coming, he was seized witb 
R new and greater fear : " brother, have you left Sita alone 
and come here against my order, though so many demons roam 
tbe foreet ? My mind misgives me that Sita ia not at tbe hermit- 
age." Lakshmau clasped bis lotus feet and cried with folded 
bands : "Hearken, my lord, it is ao fault of mine." When he saw 
tbe hermitage bereft of Sita, he was as agitated as aoy common 
man. ** Alas ! J&naki, my precious Sita, so beautiful and amiable, 
10 divinely pious and devoted !" Lakshman did all be could to 
comfort him. As he went along, he questioned all the trees and 
flowers by the way : " ye birds and deer, ye swarms of bees, 
have yon seen the fawn-eyed Sfta ? Tbe wagtails, parrots, and 
pigeons ; tbe deer and fish i tbe swarming bees and clever cuckoos ; 
tbe jasmine and pomegranate flowers ; the lightning, the lotus, 
tbe autumn moon ; the gliding serpent, tbe meshes of Yaruna, the 
bow of Kimdeva ; the swan, the elephant, and the lion can now 
hear themselves pnused ; tbecocoanut, the champs, and the plantain 
can now rejoice, withont any doabt or misgiving at heart.* 
Hearken, J&naki, now that yon are away, tbey are all as glad as if 
they had gotten a kingdom. How can I endure this cruelty at 
your bands ; why do younotatonce disclose yourself, my beloved ?" 
.In this manner the Lord searched and lamented, like a fond lover 

'TbediCerept objects here mentioned form the HIada poet'a stock ia 
tc*de, apoD wblcb be iDvariabt}' drana for coaipariBOna, when he wishea to 
deBciibe tbe charmg of a lovelj womaa, with clustering haii' lihe swarms of bees, 
teeth while oa buda of jasmine, lips like the pomegranate, eyes bright as fiaabes 
of lightning, breaata awelling like cocoaouta, a waist like a Wou'i, n gait like an 
elephaat'a, &c., &c., 14 ow tbat Sita is gone, who excelled each of Ibemintha Tttj 
pointon which they most prided themselre*, they may Bg*ia hear tbemselTei 
quoted u perfect, 
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distressed by separation. Biina, who has no wish unsatisfied, the 
perfeotion of bliss, the uncreated and the everlasting, acted the 
part of a man. Further on he saw the vulture-kiug lyings with his 
thoughts fixed on the prints of B&ma'B feet. 
DoU 26. 

The compassionate Baghabir laid bis lotus bands upon his head. 
At the sight of Batna's lovely face all his pain wa« forgotten, 

Chaupdi. 
and the vulture recovered himself and spoke as follows: 
" Hearken, B4nia, remover of life's troubles. My lord, thw is 
B&van'a doing ; he is the wretch, who has carried off Janak's 
daughter. He took her away, sire, to the south, crying as pite- 
oualy as an osprey. I have kept alive, my lord, only to see you ; 
now, O most nferciful, I would depart." Said Rfima : " remain 
alive, father." He smiled and answered : " He, by the repetition 
of whose name at the hour of death the vilest sinner, as the 
scriptures declare, attains salvation, has come in bodily form before 
aiy eyes ; what need is there, sire, for me to live any longer ? 
Baghnr&i's eyes filled with tears as be replied : " Father, it is yotnr 
own good deeds that have saved you. There is nothing in the 
world beyond the reach of those who devote their soul to the good 
of others. When yon pass out of the body, father, ascend to my 
sphere in heaven. What more can I give you, your every wish is 
gratified." Dropping the form of a vulture, he appeared in all the 
beauty of Hari, bedecked with jewels and in gorgeous yellow 
attire, with dark-hued body and foor mighty arms, and with his. 
eyee fall of tears he chanted this hymn of praise : 
Chhand 9. 

" Glory to B&ma of incomparable beauty ; the bodiless, the em- 
bodied ; the veritable source of every bodily elentent ; who with hi» 
mighty arrows has broken the might of the arm of the ten-beaded 
demon ; the ornament of the earth. With his body dark aa a raiit- 
clond, with his lotus face and his eyes large as the lotus flower, I 
unceasingly worship B&ma, tbe merciful, the mighty-armed, the 
dispeller of all life's terrors ; of immeasurable strength ; without 
beginning and unborn ; the indivisible ; the one ; beyond the reach 
of all tbe senses ; the incarnate Qovinda ; the aDnihilator of 
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duality ; the profound ia wisdom ; the snpporter of Uu esrtli ; mn 
everlaating delight to the sonl of tha saints, <rbo practise the spell 
of Bama's name. 1 DDCcasiogiy worship Rama, the fneod of the 
unsensual, the destroyer of Inst and every other wickedness. He, 
whom the scriptures hymn under the nameof the passionless Brahnij 
the ail-pcrvading, the supreme spirit, tbe aubegotteif; to whom the 
eaiuts altain after infiuite stndy and contemplation, penance and 
abstraction ; he the all-merciful, tha all-radiant, the onapproacb- 
able, has now become manifest fur the delight of the world. He 
who is at onc« inaccessible and accessible, like and imlike, the essen- 
tially pnre, the nnfailing comforter, whom ascetics behold only 
when they hare laboriously sabdned their mind and senses ; even 
Itiima, the spouse of .Lashkmi, who is ever at tbe command of his 
servants, though the lord of the three spheres, may he abide in my 
heart, the terminator of transmigration, whose praises make pure." 
DoM 27. 
After asking the boon of perfect faith, ihe vulture departed for 
Hart's sphere. Bama with his own hands performed his fonend rites 
with all dne ceremony. 

Chaupii. 

The t;::Qder-bearted and compassionate Raghnuith, who showa 
mercy even on the nndeserring, bestowed opon a vnlinre, an 
unclean flesb-ealing bird, such a place in heaven as the greatest 
ascetics desire. Uearken, Um4 ; the moat miserable of men ar« 
tbey who abandon Hari and become attached to objects of sense. 
The two brothers in their search for Sita risited and examined 
mauy woods, tangled with creepers, dense with trees, and swarming 
with birds, deer, elephants and lions. As they vtoit on their way 
they OTerthrew Kabandha, who declared the whole history of the 
cnrse. " Dnrrfeas' cursed me, bnt now that I have seen my 
•The rrfercDce to Donieu ia obecure. Accoidio^to the legend as told 
by Vilmikt Kstandha wm b bauHifnl joatta by owue Dmoo, who ms u. rewaid l«r 
penuice htd cbiained from hesTea the boon of k toog life. On the (tTeBEdi ot 
tbis promise he Tentnred lo challen^ India to battle, who )&imebed fail thuads- 
boll »gain»t him nnrf drore bis hesd and shoulders do«D into bia body, which was 
thus made a horrible headless shapeless liunk. To keep him from BtuTier, aioca 
he needs oiiut live, bis arms were made a leagne long ; and a baee moth wma 
opened io his belly, in the teit, as tianalaied by Griffith, there is mention ol • 
sajie Pthli la-Si ran (Great-head) who had been amioyed by Dann mad tiienfoi« 
turned him : bnt the pa-'Mge bas rather the air of »n interpoUtion, and does not 
■ppesr in Gone&io'i edition. The mtaning ol Ihe word tibamdta is 'a, heatUew 
ltui.lt-' 
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lord's feet, mj sia has been blotted ont." " Hearken, Gandharra ; 
those who trouble Br&hmans are displeaaing to me. 

J}ohd 28. 
They who without gnile in thought, word and deed do service 
to the gods of earth, subdue unto themselves Br^ma, Siva, myself 
and every other divinity. 

Chaup4i, 
A Brdfaman, though he curse, beat and abuse you, is still an 
object of reverence ; so declare the saints. A Brdhman must be 
honoured though devoid of every virtue and merit ; but a Sndra 
never, though distinguished for all virtue and learning." 80 say- 
ing, he instructed him in his doctrine and was pleased to see his 
devotion to fais feet. When the beneficent K£ma had given him 
beatitude, he passed on to the hermitage of Savari.^ When she 
[ saw that KAma had come to her abode she remembered the saint's 
promise and was glad of heart. With lotus eyes, mighty arm?, 
hair fastened up in a knot on their bead, and a garland of wild flowers 
upon their breast, one dark of hue the other fair, stood the two 
brothers. Savari fell and embraced their feet. She was so drowned 
in love that no speech came to her lips, but again and again she 
bowed her head at their lotus feet, then reverently brought water 
and laved their feet and finally conducted them to a seat of honour. 

VoM 29. 
Then she brought and presented to Rama the most delicious 
fruits and herbs and roots, and the lord graciously ate of them, 
again and again thanking her. 

Chaupdi. 
She stood before him with folded hands and as she gssed upon 
the lord her love waxed yet more vehement. " How can I hymn thy 
praises, seeing that 1 am of meanest descent and of dullest wit ; 
the lowest of the low and a woman to boot; nay among the lowest 
of women the one who is of all most ignorant, sinless god." 

iSavara, in the feminine samiH, is strictly speaking not the diBtlncare Dame 
of aDyonepartionUrperaon.bulof a whole savage tribe, ate word i» probably 
GODoected ffUt laro, 'a corpse.' 
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Said Baghapati : " Hearken, lady, to my words : I recognize no 
Ifinsmanship Bave that of faith ; neither lineage, family, religion, 
rack, wealth, power, connections, yirtae, nor ability. A man with- 
out faith 18 of no more aooount than a cloud without water. I will 
explain to you the nine kinds of faith, hearken attentively and lay 
them up in your mind. The first step in faith ia communioa with 
the saiuta ; the second a love for the legends relating to me ; 
DoM 30. 
The third, — an incalculable step— devotion to the lotus feet of 
the guru ; the fourth, singing my praises with a guileless purpose. 

The fifth, as the Vedas have expounded, prayer and the repeti- 
tion, with an assured confidence, of my mystic spells ; the sixth, 
self-governance, kindness, detachment from the world and in every 
action a loving and persevering piety ; the seventh, seeing the 
whole world full of me, and holding the saints in yet greater account 
than myself ; the eighth, contentment with what one has, without 
ever a thought of spying put fault in others ; the ninth, a guileless 
simplicity towards all, and a hearty confidence in me without either 
exultation or dejection. Verily, lady, whoever posBesses any one of 
these, whether he be man or woman, rational or irrational, is my 
friend ; and you have them all in the highest degree. The heavenly 
prize, which the greatest ascetics scarcely win, is to-day within 
your easy reach. The result of seeing me is something most mar- 
velious ; every creature at once attains its proper consummation. 
But lady, have you any tidings of Jdnaki ; tell me, fair dame, all 
that you know," " Go, Baghurii, to the river Pampi ; there make 
friends with Sugriva ;' he will tell you all. You know it already 
my god Baghubir, yet have the patience to ask him." After again 
and again bowing her head at the lord's feet, she lovingly repeated 
the whole story. 

Chhind 10. 

After repeating the whole Btory, as she gazed on Hari's fac9 
and imprinted his lotus feet on her heart, she left her body in the 
sacrificial fire and became absorbed in Hari's feet beyond retam^ 
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O men, abandon all your religious obaerrances, which are nnright- 

eoasneaa, and yonr many sects, which yield only sorrow, and with 

bU confidence (says Tnlsi D^) lovingly embrace the feet of Bdma. 

Dohd 31. 

He gave salvation to a woman of such low descent and so 
allogether born in sin as even this Sarari was ; foolish indeed are 
they who desire peace of mind after forgetting such a lordi 
Chaupdi. 

When they had left this wood, they went on their way, R&ma 
and his brother, two lions among men, of immeasurable strength. 
The .lord, like a bereaved lover, kept making lamentation und 
tnming his disconrse to many topics : " Observe, Lakshman, the 
beanty of the forest; whose heart ia not moved to see it? The 
birds and deer, all accompanied by their mates, seem to laugh and 
jeer at me. When the deer see me and would scamper away, the 
does cry ; ' Have no fear, enjoy yourselves, for you are genuine 
deer, and it is only a golden deer that these people have come to 
look for'. The female elephants, as they take aside their lords, 
seem to be giving me this caution ; ' The scriptures, however well 
studied, must be read over and over again ; a king, however well 
served, is never to be depended npon ; and a woman> like the scrip- 
tures and the king, though you cherish her in your bosom, is never 
thoroughly mastered'. See, brother, how beantiful the spring is ; 
yet to me without my beloved it is frightful. 
Vohd 32. 

Love, Gnding me tortured by separation, powerless and abso- 
lutely alone, has made a raid upon me with the bees and birds of 
, the forest After hearing his spy's report. * He has looked and 
gone on with his brother,' the amorous god has, as it were, resolutely 
encamped against me with his army. 
ChaupdL 

The huge treea and tangled creepers are as it were the diverse 
pavilions that he has spread ; the plantains and stately palms his 
pennons and standards, that none but the stoutest could see 
without amazement ; the many kinds of different flowering shrubs 
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are bis warriors, arrayed in all thoir various kinds of panoply ; 
the magniBcent forest-trees, that stand here and there, are the 
separate encampments of warrior chiefs ; the murmaring cackoos 
are his infuriated elephants, and the herons his bulls, camels and 
males; the peacocks, cbakors and parrots are his war horses, the 
pigeons and swans his Arab steeds ; tbo partridges and quails his 
foot soldiers ; but there is no describing the whole of Love's host 
The mountains and rocks are bis chariots, the waterfalls his kettle- 
drnnts, tho chdlaks the bards that sing his praises, the garrulons bees 
are his trnnapets and clarions, and the three kinds of wind his 
Econts, With an army complete in all its four branches, he goes 
about and exhorts every one. O Lakshman, they who can see 
Love's battle array and stand firm, they are men of mark in 
the world. His greatest strength lias in woman, any one who can 
escape her ia a mighty champion indeed. 
Dohd 33. 

Brother, there are three evils of surpassinf; strength, love, anger, 
and greed : in an instant they upset the souls of the wisest phllo- 
Bopher. The weapons of greed are desire and priiie ; of love 
nothing bnt woman ; while anger's weapon is harah speech j so 
thoughtful sages have declared," 

Chaupdi. 

JJvaiy B&ma ia withont attributes, the lord of all animate and 
inanimate creation, and knows all secrets ; yet he exhibited all the 
distress of a lover no less than the detachment and steadfastness of 
a philosopher. Anger, love, greed, pride, delusion, all are dis- 
sipated by the grace of K&ma, and the only man superior to all this 
jugglery is he to whom the great conjuror has shewn favour.' I 
tell yon, Um4, what ie my conclusion ; the worship of Hari is real 
and all Uie world a dream. 

The lord went on from there to the shore of the deep and 
beautiful lake called Pampi ; its water as clear as the soul of the 
saints ; with charming fiigbta of steps on each of its four aides ; 
where beasts of differents kinds came as they listed, to drink 
ef the flood, like crowds of beggars at a good man's gate. 
>Tbat is to sa^, whom be has taken behind tbe Bceoes, 
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2?oh4 34. 
Under its cover of dense lotus-leaves the water was as difScalt 
to distiDgaish as is the unembodied supreme spirit under the ml 
of delusive phenomena. The happy fiah were all in placid reposs 
at the bottom of the deep pool, like the days of the righteous that 
are passed in peaoe. 

dtaupdi. 
Lotuses of many coloora displayed their flowers ; there was s 
buzzing of garrnloua bees, both honey-makers and humble bees ; 
while swans and waterfowl were so noisy, yon would think they had 
seen the lord and were telling his praises. The geese and cranes 
and other birds were so numerous that only seeing would be believ- 
ing, no words could describe them. The delightful voice of so 
many beautiful birds seemed as an invitation to the wayfarer?. 
The saints had built themselves a honse near the lake with magni- 
6ceat forest-trees all around, the champa, the m&Uari, the kadamb, 
and tamdla, the pdtala, the k<Uhal, the dkAk and the mango.^ Every 
tree had put forth its new leaves and flowers and was resonant with 
swarms of bees. A delightful air, soft, cool and fragrant, was ever 
in delicious motion, and the cooing of the cuckoos was so pleasant 
. to hear that a saint's meditation would be broken by it. 
BoU 35. 
The trees laden with fruit bowed low to the ground ; like a gene- 
rous soul whom every increase of fortune renders only more humble 
than before. 

iThe Champa, or eharnpaka. is the U]cb«IU cbampaks, a hwidsome tree wUh 
BW6et-Hcented golden flowers. 

- .'■'^J, '"'"»'"■'. es'led in the test by another of Its Sanskrit names, Da*uIo, 
IS the UimuBops ElengL Its fragrant star-ahaped flowera are much med by 
HindDs for gulaoda and aopply the natire BilTeramiths with a very faTOorite 
pattern. 

The kadamh ia the nauclea oadamba, a large and handsome forest tree, 
which grows wild in the Mathnrfi district and figures in many of Kriehna's 
pastoral adventureB, 

The tamdla ia a tree with dark bark and white bloaaoms. 

The ;>rt[o/o iB the Bignonia or itereosperamoi auaveolens, a large tree 
commoQ in South India, with dark dull-criraaoD, exquisitely fragrant flow«rs. 
■ , !i^,. ™''°*"^^i° t'leteitbyila SauBkritnainepanasa.ia tbeartocarpus 
mwgrif..lia, or iack-trea. The fruit is an important article of food in South 
Indj« and Ceylon. 

The dkdk, called in the tcit by ita Sanakrit name pald,^, is the Butea 
ttondoM, a tree with eoarlet flowers, which precede the new leaTea. and when in 
fu I bloom make a striking sight, like a fire on ihe horizon. Hence the Terna- 
cular name, dhdk, from the Sanskiit dagdAo, 'ou fire.' 

5 
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Chaapdi, 

"When Eioia saw this most beautiful lake, he bathed in it with 
great delight and then with his brother sat down in the shade of 
the magnificent trees. There all the gods and saints came once 
more to hymn his praises and then returned each to hie own home. 
The AlUmerciful rested in snpreme content and addressed his 
brother in edifying discourse. When N&rad saw the Lord God 
thus sorrowing for the loss of his beloved, his soul was much dis- 
turbed. "In submission to my curse^ Rama endures all this 
weight of woe. I must go mid visit so noble a lord, for I may never 
have such an opportunity again." Having thus reflected, KArad 
with his lute in his hand^ approached the spot where the lord was 
Bitting at ease. In dulcet tones he sang his acts, affectionately 
dwelling upon them in all detail As he 'prostrated himself, R£ma 
took and lifted him up, and again and again clasped him to hia 
bosom and asked him of his welfare and seated him by his side. 
Then Lakshman reverently laved his feet. 

Dohd 36. 

Perceiving that his lord was well pleased, N&rad made much 
supplication and clasping bis lotus hands addressed him in these 
woida. 

Chaiipdi. 

" Hearken, most generous Baghu-n&yok, beautiful and bene- 
ficent, at once unapproachable and easy of approach, grant me, my 
lord, the one boon that I ask 5 though you know it without my 
asking, since you know the secrets of all hearts." " Reverend 
father, you understand my character; can I ever turn away my faco 
from any one of my worshippers ? There is nothing I hold so dear 
that you, most excellent of saints, may not ask it of me. There is 
nothing of mine that I would refuse to a believer ; never allow 
yourself to abandon this confidence in me." Then Niirad was glad 
and said : " This is the boon that I presume to ask. Though my 
lord has many names, each more glorious than the other, as declared 
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' ia the scriptures, may the name BAua, sire, surpass alt names. 
exterminating the whole brood of sin as when arfowler ensnares an 
entire flock of birds. 

DoM 37. 

May yoar name Rima be as the moon in the bright night of 
cloudless faith, and your other names as brilliant stars in the 
heaven of the believer's soul." Hagbun&th, the ocean of mercy, 
said to the saint, 'so be it.' Then was N&rad's soul rejoiced 
exceedingly and he bowed his head at his lord's feet. 
Chaupdi. 

Seeing Raghundth so gracious, ^4rad spoke again in winning 
tones : " O B&ma, when yon sent forth your delusive power and 
infatuated me — hearken, Raghnr^i— I was anxious to accomplish 
a marriage; why was it, my lord, that you did not allow me to do 
GoP "Hearken, saint, and I will tell you, if you will not be 
angry : If men will abandon all other hope and worship me only, 
I al Trays keep watch over them as a mother over her infant child. 
If a child or a calf run to lay hold of the Sre or a snake, the moUier 
or the cow at once rescues it ; when her son has grown up, the mother 
does not show her affection to him in the same way, as before. 
The wise are, as it were, my grown up son3,and humble worshippers 
my infant children. The latter are protected by my strength, the 
former by their own, and both have to fight against love and 
anger. Philosophers know this and worship me, and though they 
have acquired wisdom, still they do not discard faith. 
Dohd 38. 

Lust, anger, greed and all other violent passions form a rnsfalog 
torrent of deception ; but among them all the most formidable and 
the most calamitous is that incarnation of vanity, woman, 
Chaupdi. 

Hearken, saint, to the teaching of the Pur&nas, the Vedas 
and the saints : Woman is like the season of spring to the forest of 
infatuation ; like the heat of summer to dry up the ponls and water- 
falls of prayer, penance and devotional exercises; like the rains to 
rejoice the gnats* and frogs of lust, anger and pride ; like the 
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autumn to revive the lilylike growth of evil propensities ; like the 
winter to distress and deaden all the lotas beds of pietj ; and 
lastly, like the dewy season^ to foster the jawdsa weeds of selfishness. 
Woman, again, is like a dark and mnrky night, in which owls and 
deeds of darknesa delight, or like a hook to catch the fish of sense 
nnd strength and hononr and truth ; so say the wise. 

Dohd 39. 

Wanton woman is the root of all evil, a sonros of torment, 
H mine of all uahappinesa ; therefore, saint, as I know all this, I 
prevented your marriage." 

Chdupdi, 
As the saint listened to Raghupatj's delightful discourse, his 
body qnirered with emotion aud his eyes filled with tears. " Tell 
me, is there any other lord, whose wont it is to be so kind and 
considerate to his servants. All, who will not abandon their errors, 
nor worship sneh a lord as this, are indeed dull and witless fools." 
17&rad the sage reverentially enqalred further : " Hearken, B&ma, 
versed io all wisdom; tell me, my lord Raghnbir, tightener of 
earth's burdens, what are the marks of a saint ?" " Listen, reverend 
Sir, and I will tell you what are the qualities of the saints, by 
virtue of which they hold me in their power. They have overcome 
the six disturbing influences ;* are sinless, passionless, and imper- 
turbable ; have no wordly guods. bat live a life of chastity and 
oontentedness ; their wisdom is immeasurable ; they are without 
desires and temperate in enjuyment ; oceans of truth, inspired bards, 
practised in meditation ; circumspect ; void of pride and arrogance ; 
persevering and eminently wise in the mystery of salvation ; 

Dohd 40. 
Mines of virtue, free from the troubles of the world and with all 
tbeir doubts solved ; who ratber than abandon my lotus feet, account 
neither Ufe nor home precious ; 

^Sitira, ' the dewy setsati,' consists of ths two months Uigh and PhilsnD, 
ili>t coma between the wiuter sad tbe spring. 

■According to tbe Siiikhyt philojoph; there Ik an original eternal germ, or 
primal source of mil things, except snul, which i> called Prakriti. From it are 
eTolred certain viidrat, or prodnutire products, or modiflcatioiis, which occasion 
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Chaupdi. 
Wfao are abashed, Trben they Iiear themselves praised and 
exceedibgly glad to hear the praises of others ; who are always 
equable and calm, consistent in virtuous practice, honest and kindly 
disposed to all men ; distinguished for prayer, penance, religious 
observances, temperance, self-deaial, and performance of pious 
TOWS ; for devotion to their guru, to Gobindck and to Br&hmans ; for 
faith, forbearance, charitableness and compassion; for a rapturous 
love of my/eet,asuferiority to all material delusions, an absolute 
composure, discrimination, humility and knowledge, and for 
doctrine in strict accordance with the Vedas and Fur^uas; who 
never display ostentation, arrogance, or pride, nor ever by any 
chance set their foot on the way of wickedness ; who are always 
either hearing or singing my acts and have no selfish object, but 
are devoted to the good of others ; in short, reverend Sir, the 
characteristics of the saints are so nomeroas that not even S&rad& 
or the scriptures could tell them all. 

Clthand 11. 

Not S4rad4 nor Sbeshn&g could tell them." Hearing this, N4rad 
clasped his lotus feet, crying, " Tbns the friend of the suppliant, 
the all-niercilul, has with his own mouth declared the charaoteristica 
of his worshippers." After again and again bowing his head at 
bis feet, N^ad returned to the city of Brahma. Blessed, says Tuisi 
D&s, are alt they who abandon other hope and attach themselyes to 
Hari. 

DoU 41. 

People who heater recite the sanctifying praises of Rdvan's foe, 
even without asceticism, prayer and meditation, are rewarded with 
steadfast faith in B4ma. Woman is like the flame of a candle, let 
not your soul be as the moth, but discard love and intoxication, 
worship H&ma and hold communiou with the saints. 

[TAms endeth the Book entitled the fobebt, composed by TuUi 
Dae for the bestoioal of pure wisdom and continence ; being iht third 
deeeent into ' the holy lake of Rama"! deeds,' that cleantet from every 
defilement of the world.} 
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THE RAMAYA-NA. 

TULSI DAS. 



BOOK IV. 
KISHKINDHYi. 



Sanskrit Invocation. 



Bbauiiful as the jasmiae or the lotus, of surpassing strength, 
storehouses of wisdom, all glorious and accomplished bowmen, 
hymned by the Tedas, beuefaotors of eowa and Brdhmans, may they 
who appeared in the form of mortal men as the two noble sons of 
Baghii, the champions of true religion, the wayfarers intent on 
their search for Sita, may they grant us faith. 

Blessed are the pious souls, who ever imbibe the nectar of 
holy noma's name ; nectar, the product of no ocean, but of Brahm 
himself, the utter exterminator of all the impurities of this sinful 
age, the imperishable, the quintessence of the beanty of blessed 
Sambhu's moonlike face, the ever glorious, the remedy for all t!ie 
diseases of life, the exqaisitely sweet, the life of blessed Jauaki. 
Sorathd 1. 
How is it possible not to reverence Kdsi, the home of Sambhu 
and Bfaavfini, knowing it to be the earthly birthplace of salva- 
tion, a treasury of knowledge and the destroyer of sin. Dull in- 
deed of aoul is the man who worships not him, who, when all the 
hosts of heaven were in distress, drank up the deadly poison ; who 
is so merciful as Sankara ? 

Chaupdi. 

B^ma again proceeded on his way and drew near to the moun- 
tain Bishyamiika.^ There Sagriva dwelt with his ministers, who 
seeing them approach in all their immeasurable strength, was 
exceedingly alarmed and cried: "Hearken, Hanum4n ; take the 
form of a young Brahman stndent and go and see who these two 

•The mountiiin EiBhyamuka dcciveB its came from rishya, a kind of 
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heroes are, of such remarkable strength and beauty, and when you 
have ascertained make some sign by which I may know also. If 
that wretch B^li has sent them, I must leava this hill and flee at once." 
Ihe monkey assumed the form of a Br&hman and went to the place ; 
there bowed bis head and thus questioned them : *' Who are you 
two knights of warrior mien, who roam this wood, one dark of hue, 
the other fair. The ground is rough for your soft feet to tread. 
What is the reason, my masters, that you visit this forest? Your 
body is too delicate and exquisitely beautiful to bo exposed to the 
intolerable sun and wind of these wild regions. Who are you ? 
A Person of the Trinity ; or the two great goda Nara and Nar^yan ?' 

Dokd 1. 
Or has the lord of all the spheres become iucarnate in your 
human form for the good of the world, to bridge the ocean of exis- 
tence and relieve earth of its burdens?" 

ChaupdL 

" We are the sons of Dasarath, the king of Kosala, and have 

come into the forest in obedience to our father's command, Rama, 

the name of one brother and Lakshman of the other. With us 

was my young aud beautiful bride, the daughter of the king of 

Videha. But some demon here has stolen her away; and it is she, 

O Brahman, whom we are trying to find. We have told you our 

affairs, tell us now your own Btory," He recognized his lord and 

felt, and clasped his feet with a joy, Um&, beyond all description. 

His body thrilled with emotion and all words failed hia tongue, as 

be gazed U|5on the fashion of their ravishing disguise. At last he 

collected himself and burst forth into a hymn of praise with great 

joy of heart, for he had found hii lord. " I asked, sire, in my 

' Nara, the original or eternal Maa, the divine imperishable spirit tbat 
pervades Ihe univerae, Ih alwaja associated with Nirfiyana, which, as a patroDj- 
mic from Nara, means ' the Son of the origioil Man,' In Manu, L 10, Nara in 
uppareotlj identifled with Nirayaiia ) the wateis, it Is said, bcin|c called Nir& 
aa produced from Nara. the eternal Spirit, or Psramfitma, which is also styled 
Nnrayaoa, sa hayiog its first place of motion on the waters. In the more system- 
atic theology Nara and Naraysna are distinct, the former biding regarded as a 
sage or patrinrch, w^lc the latter is a god. Id epic poetry they are the sons at 
Itharma by Mutll, or Ahinsa, anci are emaQitions of VUhnu, Ariuna being iden- 
tified with Nara and Krishna with Narayaua. In Home places Nara and Nariyana 
are called deuau, ' the two goda", or parva-dtvait, ' the two original goas', or riihi 
'the two sages', or pardnau <itl,(—ialtawatt, 'the (wo most ancient and best of 
sagc^', or tdpaian, ' the two ascetics.' or laahd-muni, 'tha two great munis/ 
—Mtinicr Williiimi, sub vcrtio. 
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ignorance ; but why should you ask, as though you were a mere 
man. Under tlie influence of your delusive power I wandered in 
error, and therefore I did not at once recognize my lord. 

Dohd 2. 
In the first place I was a bewildered dullard, ignorant and per- 
verse of aoul, and then my gracious lord God himself led me astray. 

diaupdi. 

Although, sire, my faults are many, yet a servant cannot any- 
how be above bis master. All created things are first fettered by 
your delusive power and then again set free by your grace. There- 
fore I make my cry to Baghubir, and know no other saving mode 
of prayer. As a servant that has confidence in his master, or a child 
in its mother, so one dwells secure under the protection of the 
Lord." So saying, he fell in much agitation at his feet, and the 
love that filled his soul shewed itself in every part of his body. 
Then Baghupati raised him up and took him to his bosom, while 
his own eyes were flooded with tears of joy. " Hearken, monkey; 
do not account yourself vile ; you are second to Lakshman only in 
my affection ; every one says tbat I have no respect of persons ; 
any servant is beloved of me, and has a rank in heaven second f o 

Dokd 3. 

For he, Hanumanj is second to none who never wavers in this 
faith, liat he is the servant of the Lord God who is manifested in 
creation." 

Chaupdi: 

When the son of the wind (i.e., Hanumfin) saw his lord so gra- 
cious, he rejoiced at heart, and every anxiety was at an end. " The 
king of the monkeys, Sire, lives on this rock, Sugrlva by name, 
a servant of yours. In return for bis submisMon you should make 
friends with htm and set his mind at rest. He will have Sita track- 
ed ; for he will despatch millions of monkeys in every direction," 
In this manner he told them all the particulars and took them both 
with him and gave them stools to sit upon. When Sugriva saw 
B&ma, be thought it a groat blessing to hare been horn. He 
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reverentialiy advanced to meet him and bowed his head at his feet ; 
and Raghun&th and fain brother returned his courtesy. The mon- 
key's mind was occupied with this thought, ' If God would only 
give me such allies I' 

BoU 4. 

Hanum&n then explained the circumstances of both sides : holy 
fire was made a witness, and a firm alliance concluded. 

Chaupdi. 
When the alliance Lad been concluded, nothing was kept in 
reserve ; R&ma and Laksbman told all their adventures. Sngriva's 
eyes were full of tears as he replied — " The daughter of the king of 
MithilA will be recovered. One day when I was sitting here with 
my ministers deep in thought, I saw some one flying through the 
air, with a woman in his power, who was weeping piteoualy and 
crying ' Rima, B4ma, my Bama I' When she saw me, she 
dropped her scarf." Bima at once asked for it ; tie gave it him ; ho 
pressed the scarf to his bosom in the deepest distress. Said Sugriva : 
" Hearken, Raghublr ; be not so distressed, take courage. I will 
do all in my power to serve yon and recover Janaki." 

Doha 5. 

The All-merdfol and Almighty rejoiced to hear his friend's 
speech. " Tell me, Sugriva, the reason why you ara living in this 
forest." 

Chaupdi. 

" My lord, Bali and I are two brothers ; oar mutual love was 
past alt telling. The son of Maya, May&vi by name, came to our 
town. In the middle of the night he shouted at the city-gate. 
£61i endures no enemy to set him at defianoe and sallied forth. 
Seeing this he fled. Now I too accompanied my brother, and 
when he had gone into one of the caves of the moantain, Bfili said 
to me : * Wait for me a fortnight, and if I do not come then, con- 
clude that I have been killed.* I stayed there a whole month, Kba- 
riiri ; a tremendoos stream of blood then flowed ont ; I made sare 
that Bali had been defeated and that the enemy woaM come and 
kill me too. I therefore closed the month of the care with a rock 
and fled away. When the ministers of state saw the city withont 
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a maetor, they forced the goTernment upon me, whethor I wonld or 
no. When B&li, who had slain, the foe, came home and Ean me, he 
waa greatly set against me and gave me a severe beating, as he 
woald an enemy, and took from me everything that I had, together 
with my wife. For fear of him, meroifnl Raghubir, I wander 
forlorn all over the world. The ourse^ prevents him from coming 
here, and yet I am ill at ease in mind." When the friend of the 
suppliant heard of hia servant's troubles, his two mighty arms were 
uplifted with a convulsive motion. 

Dohd 6. 
" Hearken, Sugriva j I will slay BAli with a single arrow ; thoagh 
he take refuge with Brahma even, or Hndra, he shall not escape 
with hia life. 

Chaupdi. 

They, who are not distressed at the sight of a friend's distress, 
are guilty of grievons sin. They, who do not think it the mosc 
natural thing possible to regard as a mere grain of sand their own 
mountain-like troubles, while a friend's trouble, though really no 
bigger than a grain of sand, seems to them as weighty as moimt 
Ueru; auoh men are churls, upon whom it is useless to press 
friendship. To restrain from evil paths and to direct in the path of 
Tirtae ; to publish all good qualities and conceal the bad ; to give 
and take without any distrust of mind ; to be always ready to assist 
with all one's povrer, and in timeof misfortune to be a hundred times 
more affectionate than ever ; snch the scriptures declare to be the 
properties of a true friend. But one who speaks you fairly to yoor 
face, but behind your back is an enemy in the viciousness of hia 
soul, whose mind, brother, is as tortuous as the movements of a 
snake, such a man is a bad friend, whom it is well to let alone. A 
dishonest servant, a miserly king, a false wife, and a treacherous 
friend, are four things as bad as the stake. Cease to distress your- 
self, friend ; I will put forth all my strength to do yonr business 
for you." Said Sugriva: "Hearken, Baghtibir; BAIi is very 

'When Bill had slain the demon Dundubhi, nho had sfUckcd him in the 
form ot a bull, he bnrled the body sway, and a drop of blood fell near the her- 
mitage of the Rishi Mataogft, who tbereapon pronoDiiced acurse upon.Bili, that 
if evtt he came that waj be should at once die. 
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strong and most resolute in battle," and he showed him Dnndabhi's 
bones and the palm-trees.^ Withont an effort, Ragbubir tosasd 
tbem away. At this exhibition of boundless strength the affection 
of the monkey king was increased and he made sure of killing B41i. 
Again and again he bowed his bead at bis feet, in the greatest 
delight, knowing him to be the lord. Knowledge sprnng up in his 
soul, and he spoke and said : " By my lord's favour my mind is set 
at rest ; I will abandon pleasare, fortnne, home, grandeur, and all, to 
do you service ; for all these things are hindrances to faith in B4ma, 
as the saints declare who are devoted to the worship' of yonr feet. 
All the friends and enemies, joys and sorrows of the world, are 
effects of delusion, and are not eternal realities-. Bali is my great- 
est friend, by whose favour I have met yon, O ZUma, destroyer 
of all sorrow ; as when a man dreams that he has been fighting 
some one, and on waking and coming to his senses is ashamed of 
his illusion. Now, my lord, do me this favour that I may leave 
all and worship you, night and day." When lUma heard the 
monkey's devont speech, he smiled and said, with his bow in his 
hand : " Whatever I have said is all tme ; my words, friend, can- 
not fail." Garur, Bfima, as the scriptnrcs say, is the jngtrler 
who makes us all dance like so many monkeys. Sugriva then took 
Baghunfith away with him, who went with bow and arrows in 
hand. Then he sent Sugriva on ahead, who drew near and 
thundered mightily. B&li, on hearing him, sprang up in a fury, 
but his wife clasped his feet in her hands and warned bim : 
" Hearken mj lord : Bugrfva's allies are two brothers of unap- 
proachable majesty and might, the sons of the king of Kosala, 
Lakshman and B&ma, who would conquer in battle even Death 
himself" 

'This mention of ' pilm-trees' would not he iQ(«lli|{ibIe withont a refer- 
ence to the Saiwkrit Rim&yana. There it is told how after Rims bj u alistat 
touch of hia foot hid sent flying a handred leagaea tbroagh the air the ciint 
DDDdabhi's enormoua skeleton, SngriTa stiU doubtud whether he were a match 
in strength for Bili, who hud hniled the bnd; an equal distance, while it was 
still clothed with flesh acd therefore of much greater weight. To conviDte him 
Kima shot an arrow from hU bow, which cleft seven palm-trees that Bto<>d in a 
line aae after the other, pierced the hill behind them and aped downwards to 
Ihe nethermost hell, wheace again it returned and dropt into the qolTer at 
fitUna's aide, fiom which it had been taken. 

*Avartdhak, 'a worahippec," is for Ordiihai, from the root rddb, 'to propiti- 
ate,' with the intenslre prefix d. In the Hindi glosaariea it is ezptaided by 
levat, ' a lerraDt,' as if couaecled with omra. 
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Dohd 7. 
Said Bali : " Hearken, you coward ; Raghunath is kind and 
the same to all ; if by any chance) be kill me, then you will have 
another husband." 

Chai'pdi 

So saying, he sallied forth in all his pride, thinking no more of 
Sugriva than of a blade of grass. The two joined combat; and 
. B41i with a furious bound struck him a blow with his fist, which 
resounded like a clap of thunder. Sugriva then Red in dismay ; 
the stroke of his fist had fallen upon him as a bolt from heaveii. 
*' What did I say, merciful Baghubir ; this is no brother of mino 
but Death himself." " You two brothers are so much alike that 
for fear of mistake I did not kill him." He then stroked Sugriva's 
body with his bauds and his frame became as of adamant, and all his 
pain was gone. Then he put on his neck a wreath of flowers and 
gave him great strength and sent him back. Again they fought 
in every kind of way, while R4ma watched them from behind a 
tree. 

Dohd 8. 

"When Sugriva had tried every trick and put forth all his 
strength and had given up in despair, Rkaia drew an arrow and 
struck B^i in the heart. 

Ohaupdi. 

Struck by the arrow, he fell in dismay to the ground. Again 
he sat up and saw the lord standing before him, dark of hue with 
his hair fastened up in a knot on his head, with inflamed eyes and 
an arrow fitted to his bow-string. Again and again as he gazed 
upon him, he laid his soul at his feet and accounted his life blessed : 
for he recognized his lord. Though his heart was full of affection 
the words of his month were harsh, as he looked towards Rgma 
and said : " Yon have become incamat«, sire, for the advancement 
of religion, and yet you take my life, as a huntsman would that of 
a wild beast. I forsooth amauenemyand Sugriva a friend ; butfor 
what fault have you killed me, my lord ?" " Hearken, wretch ; a 
younger brother's wife, a sister, a daughter-in-law and an unwedded 
maid arc all alike : whoover looks upon one of them with an evil 
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eye may be slain without any sin. Fool, in your extravagant 
pride you paid no heed to your wife's warning. Yon knew that he 
had taken refuge under the might of lay arm, and yet in your 
wicked pride you wished to kill him." 

Dohd 9. 
'* Hearken, B&ma ; 1 dealt craftily with my lord ; to-day, guilty 
as I am, I obtsin, sire, at my death a place in hearen," 

Chaupdi, 

When B^a heard this most tender speech, he touched B4li's 
head with his hands : " I restore the soundness of your body ; retain 
your life." Said Bhii : "Hearken, All-merciful; the saints are 
bom again and again and labour throughout their life, and yet even 
to the last B&ma never comes near them. But he, the everlasting, 
by the virtue of whose name Sankara at Kfoi bestows heaven npon 
all alike, has come in visible form before my very eyes ; can I ever, 
my lord, have such a chance again ? 

Chkand 1. 

Ho has become visible to my eyes, whose praises the scriptures 

are all unequal to declare, to whom scarcely the saints attain after 

profound contemplation accompanied by laborious suj^ression of 

the breath , abstraction of soul, and control of the senses. Seeing 

me tte victim of excessive pride, the lord has told rae to retain my 

body. Bnt who would be such a fool as to insist upon cutting 

down the tree of paradise and watering a wild babil tree? Now, 

my lord, look upon me with compassion and grant me the boon I 

beg ; whatever the womb,' in which it be my fate to be born, may 

I ever cherish a special devotion to the feet of B4ina. O my lord, 

take this my son Angad and grant him like discretion, power and 

prosperity ; grasp' him by the hand, kinr of gods and men, and 

make him your servant." 

'The eight niewiB of mental coooentrfttion (according fo Patanjali, tha 
founder of the Yoga system of philosophy) are Yama ' forbearance,' ' restminc' ; 
Myama, ' religious obEervances' ; Ji'ma, ' postures' ; Prdndyima, ' suppresaion 
of the breath,' or 'breathing in a peculi&r way'; JralififAdra, 'restraint of the 
Ecnses' t Dhdrana, 'steadying of the mind' ; Dkydna, ' coatemplation' ' and S^ 
aidhi, 'pi;ofomid meditation," or rather, a state of religious trance. — MonitT 
WilUami, 
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Dohd 10. 
After makiDg a fervent act of devotion to R&oia's feet, B&li's 
soul left tlie body ; as placidly aa when a wreath of flowers drops 
from an elephant's neck without his kaowing it ; 

ChaupAi. 

And B&ma dismissed him to his own heavenly mansion. All the 
people of the city ran together in dismay, and T4ri with dishe- 
velled hair and tottering frame broke out into wild lamentation. 
When Baghorfii saw her distress, he imparted to her wisdom and 
dispersed her delusion. " The body, which is composed of the five 
elements, earth, water, fire, air and ether,^ is of no value. The 
mortal frame, which yon see before you, sleeps ; but tbo sonl ia 
eternal ; why then do yon weep ?" True understanding sprung 
np in her mind ; she embraced his feet and received the boon that 
she asked, a perfect faith. Umd, the lord B£ma dances as all 
up and down like eo many puppets. Then he gave orders to 8u- 
griva and he performed all the funeral rites with due ceremony. 
K&ma next directed his brother to go and celebrate Sugriva's 
installation. He bowed liis head at Baghupati's feet and went 
forth, he and all whom RAma had commissioned to accompany 
liim. 

Dohd 11. 

Lakshman immediately summoned the citizens and the council 
of Brahmans, and invested Sugriva witli the sovereignty and ap- 
pointed Angad Prince Imperial. 

Ghaupiii. 

Unia, there is no such friend as B4ma in the world, neither 
guru, nor father, nor mother, nor kinsman, nor lord. It is the way 
with all other gods, men and saints, to make friends for selfish pur- 
poses ; but the generous Baghnbir, from mere natural kindness, made 
Sugriva king of the monkeys, when he was trembling all day and 
all night in such fear of Bdii that there was no colour lefl in his 

'Ak&Ba, 'ether'ia the subtle nad ethereal flnid, supposed to All and pFr- 
id la be the ptcaliar vehicle of life and of auuDd, — Wtlliams. 
7 
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face and liU heart was burnt up with anxiety. I know Ihis, that any 
man, wLu deserts such a lord, muat needs be caught in thu meshes 
of oalamity. R4nia then sent for Sugrira and instructed him ia 
all the principles of state-craft, and added: "Hearken, Sugrlva, 
lord of the monkey race ; 1 may not enter a city for fourteen years. 
The hot weather is now over aad the rains have set in. I wilt encamp 
ou the hills cIobc by. Do you with Angad reign in royal state ; 
but remain ever mindful of my interests." Sngriva then returned 
to the palace, while Kama remained in camp on monat Fravar- 
shana.' 

Do fid 12. 

The gods had beforehand made and kept for bim a charming 
cave in the mountain, knowing that the All-merciful B4ma wuald 
come and stay there for some days. 

Chaupdi. 

The magnificent forest was a most charming sight, with the trees 
all in flower and the swarms of buzzing bees gathering honey. 
From the time that the lord came, every plant and fruit and every 
kind of agreeable foliage was forthcoming in profusion. Seeing 
the incomparable beauty of the hill, the lord and his brother restecl 
there. In the form of bees, birds and deer, the gods, fiatnts and 
seers came and did service to their lord. From the time that 
Laksbmi's spouse took np his abode in it, the forest became a 
picture of felicity. There the Iwo brothers sat at eaae on the bright 
and glistening crystal rock, and the younger was told many a 
tale inculcating faith, self-governance, state-craft and wisdom. 
What with the clouds that ever canopied the heavens and the 
frequent thunder, the season of the rains seemed a most delightful 
time. 

I>oha 13. 

" See, Lakshman, how the peacocks dance at the sight of the 

clouds, like a householder, enamoured of asceticism, who rejoices 

when he finds a true believer in ViahniL 

'In the SHiiHktit IUma;ana the hill [b mllcd Prasravanii ; but (be two 
Torda bear mucli the same ratacing. The texl uilifhl tOso be tiuulttled, lemaiuccl 
on the hill during the earl/ lains.' 
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Chaupdi. 
Clonds gather iQ the sky and thunders roar; Lntmy darling 
is gone and my soul is In distreBS.^ The lightning flashes Rtfully 
amid the darkness, like the friendship of the vile which never lasts. 
The pouring clouds cleave close to the ground, as sages stoop be- 
neath accnmnlatcd lore. The mountain endures the buffeting of 
the storm, as the virtuous bear the abuse of the wicked. The 
flooded streamlets rush proudly along, like mean men puffed wp 
with a little wealth. The water by its contact with the earth 
becomes as muddy as the 6oul when environed by delusion. The 
lakes swell gradually and imperceptibly, like as when the quality 
of goodness developea in a good man ; and the rivers flow into 
the bosom of the ocean, like as the soul, that has found Hari, is at 
rest for ever. 

Doha 14. 

The green earth is so choked with grass that the paths oan no 
longer he distinguished, like holy books obscured by the wrangling 
of heretics. 

Chaupdi. 

On all sides there is a lively croaking of frogs, like a party of 
BrAhman students repeating the Vedas. All the trees put forth 
their new leaves, like pious souls that have come to matured wisdom. 
The dk and jawdsa plants lose their leaves : as in a well governed 
realm the schemes of the wicked come to nought. Search as you 
like, there is no dust to be seen on the road ; like as when religion 
is put out of sight by passion. The earth under the light of the 
moon makes as goodly a show as the prosperity of the bene- 
volent. The fireflies glitter in the darkness of the cloudy night, 
like a mustered band of hypocritical pretenders. The ridgea of 
the fields are broken down by the heavy rains, like women ruined 
by too much license. The diligent cultivators weed their lands, 
like philosophers who root up ignorance, vanity and pride. The 
chahwd and other birds are not to be seen, like virtue that has fled 
at the coming of the iron age. However much it may rain, no 
'In Bnglana a elooay aky it associated witli gloomy iaeas and the bright 

sunshine with everything that is cheerful. But in India it Is the reverse. 

When the oloads gather and thunder la heard, erery one tejoicw at the prospect 
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grass springs np on barren ground ; so lust takes no root in the heart 
of Han's worshippers. The earth gleams with swarms of living 
creatures of every kind ; bo the people multiply under good gov- 
ernnieut Here and there weary wayfarers stay and rest, like a 
man's bodily senses after the attainment of wisdom. 

VoH 15. 

At times a strong wind disperses the clouds in all directions, 
like the birth of a bad son, who destroys al[ the pious practices of 
his family. 

Chaupdi. 

Now the rains are over and the season of autumn has returned ; 
see, Lakshman, how exquisitely beautiful everything is. The 
whole earth is covered with the flowering kdnt grass, as though tba 
rains had exposed its old age. The rising of Canopns* has dried 
up the water on the roads, like as greed is dried up by content- 
ment. Tbe surface of every river and lake is as pure and bright 
as is the soul of the saints devoid of all vanity and delusion ; drop 
by drop their depths are diminished like as the enlightened gradu- 
ally lose all notions of self. The wagtails know the antnmn season 
and come «ut once more, like virtuous deeds in an anspicious 
time. There is neither mud nor dust ; the earth is as brilliant as 
the administration of a king, who is well versed in state pgiicy. 
The fish are distressed by tbe shrinking of the water, like improvi- 
dent men of family by the loss of money. The unclouded sky 
shines as bright as a worshipper of Hari, who has discarded every 
other patron. Here and there is a slight autumn shower, like the 
faith of one who is not yet fully persuaded. 

DoU 16. 
Kings and a&cetios, merchants and mendicants, leave the city 
and go about with enjoyment, like men in any of tbe four stages 
of life,* who cease to labour when they have once attained to 
faith in Hari. 

■The faslUcul rising of tbe constellatian Agastya, i. t., Caaopna, tafcea 
place on the eeTenth day after the new moon of BhidoD, in thn rainy leuon. 

Tbe lour stages of life, tbroogh which eTer; Brihman should pass, are 
1st, that of the Brahma-cbiri, or student ; Sod, that of the Griha-stha, or house- 
holder 1 Srd, that of the YiDaprutba, oi aachoiite ; aad 4tb, (hat of the Bhikshi^ 
or meodlcaut. 
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Chaupdi. 
Where the water is deep, the fish are a? glad as men who hava 
taken refuge with Hari and have not a single trouble. The lakes, 
with their flowering lotuses, are as beantifal aa the immaterial Su- 
preme Spirit when clothed with a material form. The garrulous 
bees make a wonderful buzzing, and the birds a charming concert 
of diverse sounds, but the ckahvd is sad of soul to see the night, 
like a bad man at the sight of another's prosperity. The cb&tak 
cries oat from excess of thirst, like a rebel against Mah&der, who 
knows no rest. The moon hj night subdues the aatnmnal heat of 
the sun, like aa the sight of a saint expels sin. Flocks of partridges 
fix their gaze upon the moon, as Hari's worshippers look only to 
Hari. Mosquitoes and gadflies are driven away by the terrors of 
winter like as a family is destroyed by the sin of persecuting 
Br&hmans. 

Dohd 17. 

Under the influence of the autumn, earth is rid of its insect 
swarms, as a inan, who haa found a good teacher, is relieved from 
all doubt and error. 

Chaupdi. 

Ihe rains are over and the clear season has come, but I have 
had no news, brother, of Sita. If I oould only onoa anyhow get 
tidings of her, I would in an instant recover her out of the hands 
of even Death himself. Wherever she may be, if only she still 
lives, brother, I would make an effort to rescue her. Sugriva has 
forgotten all about me, now that he has got hack his kingdom and 
treasure, his city and his queen. Fool that be is, I will to-morrow 
^y him with the self same arrow with which I slew B&li." He, 
by whose favour, Vm&, pride and delusion ara dissipated, could 
never even dream of being angry. Only enlightened saints can 
understand these actions of his, who have a hearty devotion to the 
feet of Raghubir. Lakshman thought his lord was angry, and 
strung his bow and took his arrows in his hfuids. 

Dohd 18. 
Then the AU-merciful Baghupati instructed his brother, saying: 
" Frighten our frieud Sugriya and bring him here." 
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CItaupdi. 
Now the Son of the Wind had thought to himself, * Sugriva hns 
forgotten all about RAma.' So he went near and bowed his bead at 
hiB feet and reminded him of the foQr modes of making war.^ Aa 
Sugrlva listened, he became much alarmed : " Sensual pleasaree 
have robbed me of all my nnderstandiog. Now, Hanum^n, des- 
patch a multitnde of spies, legions of monkeys, in every direction 
and tell them that any one, who is not back in a fortnight, shall 
meet his death at my hands." Hannm&n then sammoned the en- 
voys, and showed them all special honour, making use of threats, 
blandishments and motives of policy. They all bowed their head 
at his feet and set forth. At that very time Lakshman entered 
the city. Seeing him to be angry the monkeys all ran away. 

Dohd 19. 

He twanged his bow and cried ' I will burn the city to ashes.* 
Then came B&li's son, seeing the distress of the people, 

Chaupdi. 
and bowed his head at his feet and made humble petition till Laksh- 
man assured him he had nought to fear. When the monkey king 
heard tell of Lakshman's wrath, he was terribly alarmed : " Heark- 
en, Hanuman ; take Tflr& with you and with suppliant prayers ap- 
pease the prince." Hanumfin went with Tar^ and fell at his feet, 
and hymned his lord's praises, then respectfully condncted him to 
the palace and bathed his feet and seated him on a couch. The 
monkey king then bowed his head at his feet and Lakshman took 
him by the hand and embraced him. " There is nothing, my lord, 
so intoxicating as pleasure ; in a single moment it infatuates even 
the sonl of a saint." On hearing this humble speech, Lakshman ■ 
was glad and said everything to reassure him, while Hanuman told 
him all that had been done and bow a multitude of spies had al- 
ready started. 

Dohd 20. 

Then Sugriva with Angad and the other monkeys went forth 
with joy, preceded by Lakshman, and arrived in llama's presence. 
, are, ativ'vag dlfceDsion, nego- 
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Chaupdi. 

With folded hands he bowed Lis head at liis feet and cried : 
" My lord, it has been no faalt of mine. Your delusive power, 
eire, is so strong that only B&ma's favour can disperse it, Gods 
and men, saints and kings are mastered by their senses ; and I am 
but a pour brute beast, a monkey, one of the most libidinous of 
animals. A man who is invulnerable by the arrow of a woman's 
eye, who remains wakeful through the dark ni^ht of angry pas- 
sion, and whose neck baa never been bound by the halter of covet- 
ousness, is your equal, Raghurdt. It is a virtue not attainable 
by any religious observances ; it is only by yotir grace that one" 
here and one there can accomplish it." Then Haghupati smiled 
and 3aid : " You are as dear to ma as my own brother Bharat. 
Now take thought and make an effort to get tidings of Sita." 

Dohd. 21. 

While they ware yet thus speaking, the troops of monkeys 
arrived, of alt colours and from all parts of the world, a monkey 
host marvellous to behold. 

Chaupdi. 

I, Uma, saw this army of monkeys ; only a fool would try to 
count them. They came and bowed the head at lUma's feet and 
gazing upon his face found in him their true lord. la the whole 
host there was not a siugle monkey to whom Rama did not give 
separate greeting. This is no great miraole for the lord Ragbu- 
r&i, who is omnipresent and all-pervadiug. They all stood as they 
were told, rank after rank, while Sugrfva thus ppoke and instruct- 
ed them : '* In B&ma's behoof and at my request go forth ye 
monkey hosts in every direction. Make search for Janak's daugh- 
ter, my brethren, and return within a month. Whoever comes 
back at the end of the time without any news shall die at my 
hands," 

Doha 22. 

No sooner had they be»rd this speech than all the monkeys 
started at once in every direction, Sugriva then called Angad, 
Nila and Hanum&n : 
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Chaupdi. 

"Hearken, Nila, Angad and Hannmin, and yoa, slanncb 
and sagaciona JimbaT&n ; go ye together, all ;« gallant warriors, 
to tbe soatb and ask every one for news of &(ta. Strain every 
faonlty to devise some scheme by which to aooomplish Bdma's par- 
pose. Id the heat, turn your back to tbe sun ; in the cold, take a 
Bpark of fire to warm yonr body by, bat still work on without 
making excuses, in coniplet« devotion to your lord : a master must 
be respected in all bis whims without any subterfuges. Discard 
the unrealities of < he world and consider the future ; so shall all the 
troubles conueoted with existence be destroyed. This is the end, 
brother, for which we were boru, to worship Birna without any 
desire for self. He only is truly discriminative, he only is greatly 
blessed, who is enamoured of tbe feet of Kaghnblr," After begging 
permission to depart and bowing the head at bis feet they set out 
with joy, invoking Ragbur4i. Tbe last to make obeisance was 
Eannmin. The lord, knowing what would happen, called him 
near and with his lotus hands touched his head and gave him hia 
ring off his finger, for he knew his devotion : " Say everything 
to comfort Sfta, telling her of my might and my constancy, and 
come quickly." Hannm&n thought himself bappj to have been 
bom and set forth, with tbe image of the All-merciful impressed 
upon his heart. Although the Lord knows everything, he observes 
the rules of state-craft in his character as the champion of the gods. 

Dohd 23. 
They went forth searching every wood, river, lake, and moun- 
tain cave, with their soul so absorbed in Hima's concerns that they 
forgot all about their own bodily wants, 

Chaupdi, 
Wherever it might be that they came across a demon, they took 
his life with a single blow. They looked into every recess of forest 
and hill, and if they met any hermit they all surrounded him. 
Overcome by thirst they were dreadfully distrest, and losing their 
way in the dense jungle, oould find no water. Haoum^n thought 
to himself " without water to drink we shall all die." He climbed 
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a monntain peak and, looking all round about, spied a, strange 
opening in the ground ; with geese, herons and swans on the wing 
and all kinds of birds making their way into it. Then Hannm&n 
came down from the mountain and took them all and showed them 
this cavern, and with him to lead the way they lost no time, but 
entered the cfaasm. 

DoU 24. 
A grove and beautiful lake came in sight with many flowering 
lotuses and a magnificent temple where a holy woman^ was sit- 
ting. 

Chaupdi. 
From a distance they all bowed the head before her and made 
enquiry and also declared tbeir own circumstances. She then 
said : •' Take water to drink and eat at will of this luscious and 
beautiful fruit." They bathed and eat of the swoet fruit and then all 
came and drew near to her, and told her all their adventures. *' I 
will now go to Baghur^i ; close your eyes and so leave the cave ; 
you will recover Slta, do not fear." The warriors closed their 
eyes, and when they again opened then they were all standing on 
the shore of the ocean. But she went to Baghun&th and came 
and bowed her head at his lotos feet, and made much supplication. 
The lord bestowed upon her imperishable faith. 

Dohd 25. 

In obedience to the lord's commands she went to the Badrt 
forest, cherishing in her heart B&ma's feet, the adoration of the 
eternal Siva. 

Chaupdi. 

Kow the monkeys were thinking to themselves : " The ap- 
pointed time has passed and nothing has been done." So they all 
came together and asked one another, " there is no news, brother : 
what are we to do?" A ngad's eyes were full of tears as he replied : 
"It is death for us either way. Here we have failed to get tidings 
of SIta, and if we go home our king will slay us. After my 
fatlier'a death he would have killed me, had not R&ma protected 

n aa SwBjamprabha ' the Belf- 
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me, DO thanks to him." Agaia and again Aogad told them all, 
" It is a case of death without a dgabt." When the monkey 
chiefs heard Angad's words, they could muko no answer, tears 
Btreamed from their eyea. For a moment they wore overwhelmed 
with despair, hut at last they all spoke and said "unless we get 
news of Sita we will not return, U sagacious prince." So saying 
the monkeys all went to the sea shore nod there sat with blades of 
grass between their teeth. But Jdmbavto seeing Angad's dis- 
tress, addressed him with a discourse of appropriate admonition : 
" My son, do not imagine B^ina to be a man ; know that he is 
the invisible god, unconqnerable and from everlasting. All wq 
who are hia servants are most highly blessed in our love for tha 
eternal Ood thus made incarnate, 

Doha 26. 

Of his own free will tfie lord has manifestDd himself on behalf 
of gods, brahmans, cows and Earth, and remains in bodily form 
among his worshippers, having abandoned all the joys of heaven." 



He exhorted him in this wise at gt-eat length, and Samp&ti from 
his cave in the monntain heard him. When be came out and saw the 
multitude of monkeys, he cried : " God has provided me with a 
feast. I will eat them all up at once ; I am dying for want of a 
meal these n.any days past. I have never yet had a good belly- 
fnll, bat to-day God has supplied me for once and all." The 
monkeys trembled to hear the vulture's words, ' we were right in 
saying to-day we must die.' At the sight of him they all rose up, 
and J&mbav&n was mightily disturbed at heart ; but Angad, after 
thinking to himself, exclaimed ; '* glory to JatHyu, there is none 
like him, who gave np his life in Kama's service and, blessed beyond 
meaanre, has been translated to Hari's sphere in heaven." When 
the bird heard these words of mingled joy and sadness, he drew 
near to the monkeys in alarm and after assuring them of safety 
began to question them. They told him the wholo history. When 
Sampdti heard of his brother's doinga, he gave great glory to 
Itaghupati. 
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DoU 27. 
" Take me to the sea shore and make him an offering of aesa- 
man Beeds ; with the help of my instructions you shall recover hor 
whom you seek," 

Chaupdi. 

When he had completed the funeral rites for his brother on the 
sea shore, he told them his own history. " Hearken, monkey 
chiefs ; We two brothers in our first youth mounted into the 
heaven winging onr way towards the sun. He oould not endure 
his splendour and turned back, hut I in my pride went closer. My 
wings were scorched by the excessive heat, and I fell to the earth 
uttering fearful cries. A saint, by name Chandrama,' was moved 
with compassion when he saw me, and instmcted me in all kinds 
of knowledge and rid me of my inveterata pride, *' In the Treta 
age Qod will take the form of a man, and his spouse will be carried 
off by the king of the demons. The lord will send out messengers 
to search for her, and by joining them you will be purified. Your 
wings will sprout again, fear not, when you have shown them 
Slta." The saints prophecy haa come true to-day. Hearken to 
my words and set about your lord's business. On the top of mount 
Trikdt is the city of Lank& ; there lives Ravan in absolute security 
and there, in s grove of Asoka trees, sits Sita, a prey to grief. 

Dohd 28. 
I see her, thought you cannot; a vulture's sight has no bounds, 
I am DOW old, or else I would have given yoa some assistance. 

Chaupdi, 
If any one of yon can leap over a hundred leagues of sea, he 
will do B&ma's bnaineas for him very cleverly. Look at me and 
reassure yourselves ; see how my body has been restored by 
£6ma''s favour. Any wreteb, who invokes bis name, is able to cross 
the vast and boundless ocean of existence and you are his messen- 
gers ; have then no fear, hut with H&ma's image impressed upon 
your soul, concert your plans." So saying, Garur, the vulture left 
them, and their soul was in tlie greatest amazement. Each one 
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Tannt«d his own Btrengtii, but doabted whether he coold leap 
across. Said the king of the bears, "I am now too old and 
not a particle of my former strength ia lefl in tny body ; when 
Kharart took his three strides,^ then I was yocng and fall of 
yigonr. 

Z>okd 29. 

As he fettered B&U, the lord increased in etatnre to an inde- 
scribable size, but ID less than an hour I ran round him seven 
times." 

CKaupdi. 
Angad said : " I will leap across ; bnt I am rather donbtfal above 
getting back agdn" then said Jdmbav^ : " you are quite com- 
petent ; bnt why sfaoald we send onr leader? Hearken Hanomin," 
added the king of the bears, *' why is oar ehampion so silent ? 
Yon are the son of the wind and strong as yoar sire, a storehoose of 
good sense, discretion and knowledge ; in all the world what 
undertaking is there so difficult that yon, my son, cannot accomplish 
it ? and it is on B&na's accoant that yoo have eome down npon 
earth." On hearing this he swelled to the size of a monntain, 
with a body of golden hne and dazzling splendonr, as though a 
very monarch of mountains, and roaring again and again as it were 
a lion, he cried " I will lightly spring across the salt abyss, and 
having slain B&van with all his army, will uproot Trikiit and 
bring it hero. I ask yon, J&mbavfin, what I am to do ; give me 
proper advice." ** Only do this, my son, go and see Sita and 
come back with the news." Then the lotns-eyed, by the might of 
his own arm, taking with him merely for a show his hosts of 
monkeys, 

(Mand 2. 
With his hosts of monkeys, lUma wUl destroy the demons and 
recover Slta, and gods and saints and N£rad and all will declare 
his glory, that sanctifies the three spheres. Any man attains the 
highest beatitude who hears, sings, tells or meditates npon the feet 
of Baghnbir, lotus flowers which, like the bee, Tulsi D&s is ever 
singing. 

■The alliDiion U to YigbDii'H IncsrnatioD aa * diruf, nhlth was the fiftb la 
order, (hat aa Bioia being the Berestb, 
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Dohd 30. 
If any man or woman will staily the glories of Bagbun^th, 
the panacea for all the ills of life, Siva will make him to prosper in 
everything that he desires. 

SoT<Uhd 2. 
Hearken then to his praises, with his body dark of hue as the 
lotns, with more than all the besnty of a myriad Loves, the fowler 
who sweeps into his net all kinds of sin as it were so many birds. 

[Thusendeth the Booh entitled " KiSHKiSDHTi," composed hy 
TuUi Dda for the bestowal of pure wisdom and continence ; bmng 
ike fourth descent into the holy lake of BdnKCt. deeds, that cleanses 
from every deJiUment of the vjorld.'] 
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TTJLSI DAS. 

BOOK T. 
THE BEAUTIFUL. 

Sanskrit Invocation. 

I ASORB, HBtJer his name Rj^a, the passionless, the et«Fnal, the 
immeasurable, the siolesa ; the beatower of the peaoe of final em^n- 
-cipaiioD ; t^e lord, whom Brahma, Sambhu, and the Serpent-king 
incessantly worship ; the theme of the Yeddnta ; the sorereign of 
the aniverse ; the preceptor of the gods ; Hari in the delusive form 
of man ; the All-meecifal ; the princely son of Baghn ; the jewel 
of kings. 

Raghnpati, there is no other desire in my soul — I speak the 
truth and yon know all my inmost thoughts — grant me, Raghn 
king, a vehement faith, and make my heart clean of lust aod every 
other sin. 

1 reverence the home of immeasurable strength, with his body 
resembling a mountain of gold ; the &re that consumed the demons 
as it were the trees of a forest ; the first name in the list of the 
truly wise ; tlie store-house of all good qualities ; the mpnkey 
chief; Raghupati's noble messenger, the son of the wiud. 

Chaup4i. 
On hearing Jfimbav&n'a delectable speech, Hanum&n was 
greatly rejoiced at heart. " Wait for me here, my friends, endur- 
ing the diacomfort and with only roots, herbs, and fruits for your 
food, till I return after seeing Slta ; I shall be glad, indeed, when 
my task is done." So saying, he bowed his head to them all and 
went forth with joy, with the image of .Raghundth impressed upon 
liis heart. There was a majestic rock by the sea shore ; he lightly 
«|irung OQ to the top of it ; then, again and again invoking Baghn- 
-bfr, the aqn of the wind leaped with all his might. The mountain 
on which he had planted his foot sank down immediately into the 
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depths of hell. Like Bima'a own nnerring Bhafi, so sped Hano- 
mia on his way. Ocean had regard for B^a's envoy and told 
Msiniks to ease bis toil.* 

Dohd J. 
But Hanum&a merely touched him with his band, then bowed 
and said, 'I can stop nowhere till I have done Rama's bnsiuess,' 

Chaupdi, 
The gods saw Hannm&n on his way and wished to make spe- 
. cial trial of his strength and sagacity. Sb they sent the mother of 
the serpent-race, Burasi by name, who came and cried ; ' To-day 
the gods have provided me a meal.' Ou hearing these words, the 
eon of the wind replied : " When I have performed iUma's com- 
mission and have come back, and have given my lord the news 
about Sita, then I will put myself into your mouth : I tell yon the 
truth, mother, only let me go now." But, however much he tried, 
ehe would not let him go, till at last he said : ' Yon cannot get me 
into your month.' She opened her jaws a leagne wide ; the mon- 
key made his body twice that size. Then she stretched her mouth 
sixteen leagues. Hanum&n at once became thirty-two. However 
much Suras4 expanded her jaws, the monkey made his frame twice 
as large again. When she bad made her mouth a hundred leagnes 
wide, he reduced himself to a very minute form and went into her 
mouth and came out again : then bowed and asked permission to 
proceed. *' The purpose for which the gods sent me, namely, to 
make trial of your wisdom and strength, I have now accomplished. 

Dohd 2. 
Tour wisdom and strength are perfect ; yon will do all that 
Eima requires of you." She then gave him her blessing and 
departed, and Hanamin went on bis way rejoicing. 

Chaupdi. 
A female demon* dwelt in the ocean, who by magic caught the 
birds of the air. All living creatares that 6y in the air aa they 
look down upon the water cast a shadow upon it ; and she was able 

■MuD&ka is a rock in tht nutow atralt between Xanka and the mala 

land. 

'In tliG Sanikrit BamSyana hei name Is given aa SinhUci, the mother of 
,Sihn. 
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to catch the shadow, so that the/ could not fly away ; and in this 
uianDsr she always had birds to eat She played this same trick on 
Eannm&n ; but the monkey at once saw throngh her crafl and 
slew her, hero as he was, and all nndismayed crossed over to Ihe 
opposite shore. Arriving there, he marked the beauty of the wood, 
with the bees bozzing in their search for honey, the diverse trees 
all resplendent with simultaneous flower and fruit, and multitudes 
of birds and detir delightful to behold. Seeing a hnge rock far- 
ther on, he fearlessly sprang on to the top of it. But, Umi, this 
was not at all the monkey's own strength, but the gift of the lord, 
who devours eveu Death himself. Mounted on the height, be sur- 
veyed Lank^ a magnificent fortress that defies description, with 
the deep sea on all four sides around Its golden walls of dazzling 
splendour. 

Chhand 1, 
Its golden walls studded with ail kinds of jewels, a marvellously 
beautiful sight, with market-places, bazars, quays, and streets, and 
all the other accessories of a fine city. Who could count the mul- 
titude of elephants, horses, and mules, the crowds of footmen and 
chariots, and the troops of demons of every shape, a formidable 
host beyond all description. The woods, gardens, groves, and 
pastures, the ponds, wells, and tanks were all superb ; and the soul 
of a saint would be ravished at the sight of the fair daughters both 
of men and NSgas, of gods and Qandharvas. Here wrestlers, of 
monstrons stature like mountains, were thundering with mighty 
voice and grappling with one another in the different courts, with 
shonts of mutual defiance. Thousands of warriors of huge bulk 
were sedulously guarding the city on all four sides ; elsewhere hor- 
rid demons were banqueting in the form of buSaloes, men, oxen, 
asses, and goats. Tulsi Dis for this reason gives them a few words 
of mention, because they lost their life by Bima's hallowed shafts 
and thus became assured of entrance into heaven. 

Seeing the number of the city guards, the monkey tfaonght to 
himself, ' I must make myself very small and slip into the town by 
night.' 
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Chaupdi. 

Thereupon be assumed the form of a goat* sad entered Lanka 
after invokiug Yisbna.' The female demon, by name Lankini, 
accosted bim : " How dare yon come here in contempt of me f 
Fool, do you not know my practice, that every thief in Lanka is 
my prey ?" The monkey struck her one such a blow with bis fist 
that she fell to the ground vomiting blood. Becovering beraetf 
again, she stood up and with clasped bands made this confident 
petition : " Wfaen Brahma granted lUtvan's prayer, the Creator 
gave me a sign before he left, ' Wben worsted by a monkey, know 
then that it is all over with the demons.' My meritorious deedir, 
my son, must have been very many that I have been rewarded with 
the sight of B^ma's messenger. 

Bohd 4. 
In one scale of the balance put the bliss of heaven and the final 
emancipation of the soul from the body, but it will be altogether 
outweighed by a fraction of the joy that resolts from communion 
with the saints, 

Chaupdi. 

Entar the city and accomplish your task, ever mindfol at heart 

of the lord of Kosala. Deadly poison becomes as ambrosia, foes 

turn friends, a puddle becomes an ocean, fire gives out cold and 

the bulk of Sumeru weighs no heavier than a grain of sand, to him 

whom Rfima deigns to regard with favour." In the tiny form that 

he had assumed, Hannm&n entered the city with a prayer to Qod. 

Carefully inspeoting every separate palace, he found everywhere 

warriors innumerable. When be had come to K4van's court, its 

magnificence was past all telling. The monkey saw bim in bed 

asleep, but no trace of Sita in the room. He then noticed another 

splendid building, with a temple of Hari standing apart, its walls 

'The word MdiQ*, which I Kan slate 'gnat,' never, lo fttr as lam awara, 
bears an; other meaning. Bub in one gloasarj, with reference to this particular 
passage, it ia explained b; bilir ' a cut,' only— ^as it iroald aeem — because that is tha 
animal mentiaDed iu the Sanakrit Him&jana Id both caaea the poet has no 
egoner slated the transformation than he forgets all about it ; lor all Uanu- 
min'a aubieqaeut actions are described aa il performed by bim in his natural 

'iVora-iflPi stands for the more commdn Nara-BinhB— SaH anj nnha both 
meaning ■ a lion'— and here denotts not tbal porliculai iacamatioa, but TiibnU 
genetallf. 
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brilliantly illominated with R&ma's name, too beautiful to describe, 
it fttBdnated every beholder. 

Vohd 5. 

The beauty of the chamber emblaxoned with B&ma's arms was 
indeBcribable. At the sight of some fresh spriga of tulsi, the 
monkey chief was enraptnred. 

Chaupdi. 

" Lanka is Ihe abode of a gang of demons, how can the pioos 
have any home here ?" While the monkey was thus reasoning 
within himself, Vibhishan awoke and at onoe began to repeat 
Bdma's name in prayer. The monkey was delighted to find a true 
believer. " Shall I at onoo make myself known to him ? A good 
man will never spoil any undertaking." Assuming the form of a 
Br&hman, he raised his voioe in speech. As soon as Vibhishan 
heard him, he rose to meet him, and bowing low, asked after hia 
welfare, saying, " Tell me, reverend Sir, who you may be ; if a 
servant of Hari, you have my hearty affection ; if a loving fol- 
lower of Efima, your visit is a great honour for me." 
Dohd 6. 

Hanuman then told him Raima's whole history and^ his own 
name. At the recital and the recollection of his infinite virtues, 
both quivered all over the body, while their soul was drowned in 

^°^' Chaupdi. 

" Hearken, Son of the Wind ; my condition here is like that of 
the poor tongue between the teeth. But do not suppose, Father, 
that 1 am friendless : the Lord of the Solar race will show me 
favour. The sinful body is of no avail, if there is no love at heart 
for his lotus feet. Now, Hannm&n, I have gained confidence ; for 
it is only by Hari's favour that one meets a good man, and it is 
the result of his kindneas that you have so readily revealed your- 
self to me.*' " Listen, Vibhishan, to my experience of the Lord ; 
he is ever afiectionate to his servants. Say who am I and of what 
noble descent ; a wanton monkey, of no merit whatever, a creature 
the mention of whose name in the early morning makes a man go 
fasting for the whole day. 
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BoMl. 
So mean am I ; yet hearken, (nead; Baghnbir has showD favoar 
even to me." His eyes filled with tears as he recalled his perfec- 
tion. 

Chaupdi. 
" I know of a truth that any who turn aside in forgetfalness of 
ench a lord may well be miserable." As he thus discoursed on 
Bima's excellencies, he felt an unspeakable calm. Yibhlshau then 
told him of all that had been going od and of Sita's mode of 
life, then Hanum&n cried : " Hearken, brother; I would fain see 
the august Sita." Yibhishan explained to him the whole mode oP 
procedure, and the Son of the Wind then took his leave and pro- 
ceeded on his way. Again assuming the same form as before, he 
went to the Asoka grove, where Sita dwelt. Aa soon as he saw 
her, he mentally prostrated himself in her presence. She had spent 
the first watch of the night sitting up, haggard in appearance, her 
hair knotted in a single braid on her head,^ repeating to herself 
the list of Raghnpati's perfections ; 

Dokd 8. 
Hen eyes fastened on her own feet, but with her soul absorbed 
in the contemplation of the feet of her lord. Hanum^n was mightily 
distrest to see her so sad. 

Chaupdi. 

Concealing himself behind the branches of a tree, he mused 
within himself : " Come, sir, what ought I to do ?" At that very 
moment KSvan drew near, with a troop of women in various attire. 
The wretch tried in every way to talk Sita over, by blandishments, 
bribes, threats and misrepresentations. " Hearken, fair dame," he 
cried, " I will make Mandodari and all my other queens your hand- 
maids, I swear it, if you only give me one look." Sfta plucked a 
blade of grass, and with averted face, fondly remembering her own 
dear lord, replied : " Hearken, EAvan ; will the lotus expand at 
the light of a glowworm? Fonder this at heart," cried Jfinaki j 

'To twlBt the bair in a. Binglo braid is n. sign of monnung for an abieat 
huabud, 
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"Wreteb, have yon no fear of Rfima'a sbafts? Even though 
absent, Hari will rescue me. Shameless monater, have you no 
shame ? 

DoH 9. 

I tell you, yoa are but a glowworm, while the very sun ia 
only an image of Rtima." On hearing thb bold speech he drew 
his sword and cried in the utmost fury : 

Chaupdi. 

" Sita, yon have outraged me ; I will cut off your head with this 
biting blade. If yon do not at once obey my words, you will lose 
your life, my lady." " My lord's arms, Rlivan, are beautiful as a 
string of dark lotuses and mighty as an elephant's trunk ; either 
they shall have my neck, or if not, then your cruel sword. Hearken, 
wretch, to this my solemn vow- With your gleaming scimitar^ 
put an end to my distress, and let the fiery anguish that I endure 
for BCima's loss be quenched in night bj the sharp blade of your 
sword ; rid me," cried SItfi, "of my burden of pain." On bearing 
these words he again rushed forward to kill her; but the daughter 
of Maya restrained him with words of admonition. He then sum- 
moned all the female demons and ordered them to go and intimidate 
Sita ; ' if she does not mind what I say in a month's time, I wilt 
draw my sword and slay her.' 

Bohd 10. 

H&van then returned to the palace, while the demon crew, 
assuming every kind of hideous form, proceeded to terrify Sita. 

Chaupii. 
One of them, by name Trijati, was devoted to R&na's service, 
prudent and wise. She declared to them all a dream, bow that 
they for their own sake ought to show Sita reverence. " In my 
dream a monkey set fire to Lank&, and put to death the whole 
demon army, and set lUvan on an ass, naked, with his head shorn 
and bis twenty arms haoked off. In this fashion he went away 
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towards the sonth,* while Vibhiahan Booceeded to tJie throne of 
Lankt The city reaonnded wilii cries for mercy in lUma's name, 
and the lord then told Sita to go among them. I deliberately 
warn yon that four days hence thia dream will be accomplished." 
Upon hearing her words, they were all dismayed and went and 
tliraw themsel?es at fiita'j feet, 

Dohd 11. 
then dispersed in every direction. But Sita was troubled at 
heart : ' At the end of a month* this vile monster will slay me.' 

Chaupii, 
With clasped hands she cried to Trijat4: " Mottier, yon sn my 
helper in distress ; quickly devise some plan that I may be rid of 
life, for this intolerable bereavement is no longer to be endured. 
Bring wood and erect my funeral pyre and theoiset fire to it. My 
affection, reverend dame, will then be approved," Who could bear 
to listen to such an agonizing cry? When she heard her speech 
Bhe elapsed her feet and woold fain comfort her hy reciting the 
majesty and might and glory of her lord. " Hearken, fiiir Udy ; 
there is no fire to be had at night ;" and so saying she went away 
home. Sita «xclaimed : " Heaven is unkind ; without fire my pun 
cannot be cured. I see the heaven all bright with sparks, bnt not 
a single star drops to the earth. The moon is all abUze, but no 
fire comes from k, aa if it knew what a poor wretch I am. Yo 
Asoka trees,' that hear my prayer, answer to your name and rid 
me of my pain ; and yon fiamo'coloured opening buds, supply ms 
with fire to consume my body." A single moment seemed like an 
age to the monkey, as he beheld Sita thus piteonsly lamenting her 
bereavement. 

VoM 12. 

After takinj; thought within himself he threw down the eignet 
ring, as though a spark had fallen from the Asoka. She started 
up with joy and clasped it in her hand. 

'The rsklm ol Yhiiib, th« god of Death, ta snpnosed to be in the aonth. For 
tluB reoBoa a Hindu will cerer, when it is possible to avoid it, have the door 
of his boDse in^tbat directron, MabamnuidanaeTeii at the present d*; ate tnaclt 
Influenced by the same superstition. 

'As appears from what follows, ii te not deatb thut ahe dre*ds, bnt the 
long inteiral of a month, which has to elapse before her death takes place. 

^be name Asoka is derired from a • withont ' and nka ' pain.' The cod' 
eeit cannot be preserred Id an Engliah tmBtatlon. 
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Chaupdi, 

When she had looked at the lovely ring, beantifally engraved 
with B&ma'B name, she was all astoaishment, for she recognized it, 
and her heart flattered with mingled joy and sorrow. " Who can 
conquer the nnconqnerable Baghurai ? Thia cannot be any trick 
of Maya." All sorts of fancies passed through her mind, till Ha- 
nnm&Q spoke in honeyed accents and began to reconnt R&mohan- 
dra'a praises. As Sita listened, her grief took flight. Intently 
she hearkened with all her soul as well as her ears while he related 
the whole story from the very beginning. " The tale yon tell is 
so grateful to my ears ; why do yon not show yourself, friend ? " 
Then Hannm&n advanced and draw near. She turned and sank 
to the ground in bewilderment. " Noble Jdnaki, I am B^ma'a 
messenger ; the Fountain of meroy himself attest my truth. I 
have brought this ring, lady, which B&ma gave me for you as a 
token." "Tell me how can monkeys consort with man?" He 
then explained how they had come together. 

Dohd 13. 

On bearing the monkey's afieotionate speech, her soul trusted 
him, and she recognized him as a faithful follower of the AU-mer- 
cifnl. 

Chaupdi. 
On perceiving him to be one of Hari's worshippers, she felt an 
intense affection for him ; her eyes filled with tears, her body qni- 
vered'with emotion. "U Hanuman, I was sinking in the ocean 
of bereavement ; but in you, my friend, I have found a ship. Tell 
me now of their welfare, 1 adjuro you ; hoiv is the blessed Khar4ri 
and bow is hie brother ? Baghur^i is tender-hearted and merciinl, 
why, monkey, should he affect such cruelty ? The mere sound 
of his voice is a delight to his eervants. Does he ever deign to 
remember me ? Will my eyes, friend, be ever gladdened by the 
sight of his dark and delicate body?" Words failed, her eyes 
swam with tears. '^ Alas I my lord has entirely forgotten me." 
Seeing Sita thus distracted by her bereavement, the monkey replied 
in genUe and respectful tones : " Lady, your lord and his brother 
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are both well, sare tbat the All-meroifiil sorrows for your sorrow. 
Do not imagiQe, madam, Uiat Bima's affection is a whit less than 
your own. 

DoU 14. 

Take courage now and listen to RSma's mesBsge." So saying, 
the monkey's voice failed Mm and his eyes filled with tears. 

Chaupiii. 
" I will describe to yon, Bfta, how lUma suffered. ' Every 
thing,' he said ' is changed into its opposite. The fresh bnds upon 
the trees bum like fire ; night seems as the night of death, and 
the moon scorches like the son. A bed of lotuses seems a prickly 
brake, and the rain cloads drop boiling oil. Every tree gives 
me pain, and the soflest and most fragrant breeze is like the breath 
of a serpent. Nothing relieves my torture, and to whom can I 
declare it ? for there is no one who will understand. The essence 
of such love as yours and mine, my beloved, only my own soul 
can comprehend, and this my soul is always with you. Know 
such to be the measure of my love.* " As the Videhan princess 
listened to Riima'a message, she became so absorbed iu love as to 
have DO thoQght for herself. Said the monkey : '^ Lady, compose 
yourself, remembering that B&ma is a benefactor to all who serve 
him. Reflect npon bis might, and, as you listen to my speech, 
discard all ansiety. 

DoM 15. 
The demon crew are like moths and Raghupati's arrows as a 
flame ; be stout of heart, madam, and rest assured that they will 
all be consumed. 

Chaupdi. 

If BaghuMr only knew, he would make no delay. E4ma's 
Bhafta, like the rays of tha rising sun, will scatter the darkling 
demon host. I would have carried you away at once myself, but, 
I Bwear to you by B&ma, that I have not received his order to do 
10. Waitpatiently, madam,forafewdays, andhe will arrive with 
his monkeys, will slaughter the demons, and take you away, so that 
N&rad and the otber seers will glorify him is all the three spheres 
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of cnation." "Are all the monkeys, my bod, like you? the demoti 
warriors are very powerful, aud my soul is sorely disquieted." On 
hearing this, the monkey showed himself in his natural form, his 
body ia bulk like a mountain of gold, terrible in battle, and of vast 
strength ; then Sita took comfort at heart, and he at once resumed 
his diminutiTe appearance, 

Vohd 16. 

*' Hearken, lady ; the monkeys have no great strength or wit 
of their own, but by the Lord's favour even a snake, small as it is, 
might swallow Garur." 

Chaupdi. 

As she hearkened to the monkey's speech, so full of glorious 
faith and noble confidence, her mind became easy ; she recognized 
his love for B£m& and gave him her blessing : " May yon abound, 
my son, in all strength and virtue ; may neither age nor death a£Fect 
your good qnaliiies, and may you he ever constant in your devotion 
to Rdma, and may the Lord be gracious to you." Hearing these 
words, Hanum&n became utterly overwhelmed with emotion ; again 
and again he bowed his head at her feet, and with elapsed bands 
spoke thus : " Now, lady, I am fully rewarded ; for your blessing 
is known to be effectual. But hearken, madam, I am frightfully 
hungry and I see the trees laden with delicious fruit." " Know, 
my son, that this grove is guarded by'most valiant and formidable 
demons." " I am not afraid of them, mother, if only you will 
keep your mind easy." 

Vohd 17. 
Seeing the monkey so strong and sagacious, J&naki said : " Qo, 
my son, and eat of this pleasant fruit, with yoar heart fixed on 
Hari's feet." 

Chaupdi, 

He bowed his head and went and entered the garden and 
having eaten of Uie fruit began breaking down the trees. A 
number of stalwart watehmen were posted there ; but some he killed, 
the others went and called for help : "My lord, an enormous monkey 
has come and rooted up the Asoka grove ; he has eaten the fruit 
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and broken down the trees, and with many a blow laid the watch- 
men on the ground." On hearing this, B4van deBpatched a nnmber 
of his championB. At the sight of them Hannm&n roared like 
thunder and overthrew the whole demon host ; a. lev, more dead 
than alive, ran otf shrieking. He ihen sent the yonng prince 
Akaha, who took vnth him an immense nnmber of his best warriors. 
Seeing them approach he seized a tree, which be brandished and 
with an awful roar swept them down with it. 

Bohd 18. 

Some he hacked, some he crushed, some he lud low in the 
dust : some got back and cried " My lord, this monkey is too strong 
for ns." 

C/tavpdi. 

When he heard of his son's death, the king of Lanka was 
fnrious, and he sent the valiant Meghn&d. " Do not kill him, my 
son, but bind him; I would fain see this monkey and where he has 
come from." Indrajit* sallied forth, a peerless champion, fnll of fnry 
at the tidings of hie brother's death. When the monkey saw this 
formidable warrior draw near, he ground his teeth, and with a 
roar mshed forward and tore up a tree of enormous size, with 
which he swept the prince of Lank& from his car. As for the 
mighty men of war who accompanied him, he seized them one by 
one and crushed them by his weight. Having finished them off, 
he closed with their leader. It was like the encounter of two lions. 
After striking him a blow with his fist, he went and climbed a 
tree, while for a moment a swoon came over his antagonist. But 
again he arose and practised many enchantments ; still the wind 
god's son was not to be vanquished. 

Dohd 19. 

On his making ready Brahma's magical weapon,' the monkey 
thought within himself. " If I do not submit to Brahma's shaft, 
its infinite virtue will have failed." 

<Meghn£d'a nama vas chuiged by BiahmK to lo^rajit, alter hb rictorj OTOr 
Indra 

IThe vreapon h[id been giren to Meglinfd by Brabma with a promise tbat it 
■hoold never fail, Hanum&n therefore aubmitt to it in order tlt&t Brabnia'i 
pTomisB miglit Dot be falaiQed. 
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Chaupdi, 

He lannch^d the magio dart sgainei the monkey, who over- 
threw a host as he fell. When he Baw that he had become ancon- 
eoions, he bound him with a ranning noose and carried him off. 
Obserre, Bhav^ni ; the measenger of ths god, hj the repetitioD 
of whose name wise men cnt the bonds of existence, himself came 
under bondage, or rather in his lord's serricfl Bobmitted to be bound. 
When the demons heard that the monkey had been bonnd, thej all 
rasbed to the palace to see the sight. The majesty of R&van's court 
on the monkey's arrival there stmck him as being beyond all 
dcscriptioti. The gods and regents of the air, standing humbly with 
clasped hands, were all in dismay, if they saw him frown. Bnt the 
monkey's soul was no more disturbed at the sight of his majesty 
than Gardr would be frightened by any number of snakes. 
Dohd 20. 

When B&ran saw the monkey, he laughed aloud and mocked 
him ; then again he remembered his son's death and his soul 
grew sad. 

Chavpdi. 

Said the King of Lank& : Who are you, monkey, and by whose 
might have you wrought the destruction of the grove? What, do not 
yon hear me? I see you are an uncommonly bold varlet. For what 
offence did you put the demons to death ? Speak, wretch ; or you 
have no hope of life left," "Hearken, Et^van; He by whose might 
Maya creates this universal sphere ; by whose might Brahma, 
Tishnu, and Biva produce, maintain, and destroy the world ; by 
whose might the thousand>headed serpent supports on his pate the 
mundane egg with its mountains and forests; who assumes various 
forms in order to befriend the gods and to give a lesson to wretches 
like you ; who broke Siva's stubborn bow and crushed your pride 
and that of the assembled kings ; who slew Khara and Diishan and 
Trisira and B&li, in spite of their matchle.sB strength : 
Dohd 21. 

By the slightest e:Kercise of whose might the entire mass of 
creation, animate and inanimate, exists ; he it is whose messenger 
I am, and it is hia beloved spouse whom you have stolen away. 
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. Ciaapdi. 

I know yoar power ; yoa bad a figbt witb SoIiaBra-bbnj, and 
gamed renown in jour conflict with B^i." He beard what tbe 
monkey said, bat smiled as thongh be heard not. " I eat the 
fruit, my lord, becanse I was hungry, and then like a monkey 
began breakiog the bonghs. Every one, master, lores bis life more 
than angbt else ; those good-for-nothing fellows fell upon me, and I 
gave tbem blow for blow. Therenpon yonr son pat me in bonds- 
bonds that I am in no way ashamed of — for my only object is to 
.accomplish my master's bnsiness. B&van, I implore yon with 
folded bands, abandon your pride and attend to my advice. Have 
some consideration for yonr own family i cease to go astray and 
adore him, who relievos his worshippers from every anxiety. Never 
fight against him, for fear of whom Death trembles exceedingly; 
even Death, who devonrs all else, gods and demons, animate and 
inanimate creation alike. Oivo np Sfta, as I t«ll you. 

Dohd 22. 

Bima is tbe protector of suppliants ; Khar&ri is a very ocean 
of compassion; turn tobim for protection, and the Lord will forget 
your offences and will shelter yoa. 



Take B&ma's lotus feet to your heart and reign for ever at 
Lankfi. Tbe glory of saint Pulastya* is stainless as the moon ; do 
not make yourself a spot in its brightness. Unless il^ma's name 
be in it, no speech has any oharm : Thinlc and see for yourself, 
apart from pride and vanity. Without her clothes, Rivao, a modest 
woman, however richly adorned with jewels, is a shameful sight ; 
and so is wealth, or dominion, without B^ma, gone at once, gotten 
as if not gotten at alL Those rivers, that have no perennial source, 
flow only afler rain and then soon dry np agmu. Hearken, E&van ; 
I tell you on my oath, if R&ma is against yon, there is none who 
can save yoa. Siva, Sesh-n&g, Vishnu and Brahma cannot protect 
you, if yon are fiima's enemy. 

■Falutjra wsa B&rim's grandlathec 



bvGoo'^lc 



Dohd 23. 



Arrogance ia a root fruitful of many thorns ; abandon violence 
an^ pride and worsliip B&ma, the prinoa of the Haghn race, the 
Ocean of Compassion, the Lord God." 



Though the monkey bespoke him in sacb friendly wise, ia 
words full of faith and diacretion, piety and sound jadgment, he 
laughed and replied with the highest disdain : " What a sage adviser 
I hare found, and in amonkey tool Wretch, yon have come within an 
inch of death for daring to give me such vile connsel." " It will be 
contrariwise'* said Bannm&n ; "yoa will acknowledge the error of 
yont soul, I know well." On hearing the monkey's, words, he 
groand his teeth in a fnry. " Qaick, some of yon, and put an end 
to this fool's life." The demons obeyed and rushed forward to slay 
him, but Vibhiahan and his ministers advanced and boning the head 
made hnmble petition : " It is against all state craft ; an ambassa- 
dor must not be killed. Pimish him in scxne other way, Sire." 
All ezcl^med to one another, ' this is sonnd counsel, friend.* fi&van 
on hearing it, replied with a laugh : '^ Let the monkey go then, 
bat mutilate him first. 

DoU 24. 
A monkey is very proud of his tail" (so he went on to say) 
" bind it with rags steeped in oil and then set fire to them. 
' Chaupdi. 
The poor tail-less wretch can then go hack and fetch bis mas- 
ter, and I shall have an opportunity of. seeing his might, whom he 
has so extravagantly exalted." The monkey smiled to himself to 
hear this. ' Sdrad, I know, will help me.' Obedient to B&van'a 
command the demons began making their ftiolish preparatjons. 
"Soi a rag was left in the city nor a drop oighi or oil, to such a 
length the tail had grown. Tlien they made sport of him. The 
citizens crowded to aee the sight, and stmck him with their feet 
and jeered him greatly, and with beatiog of drums and clapping of 
hands they took him through the city and eet fire to his tail. 
When Hanum&n saw the fire blazing, he at onoe reduced himself 
to a very diminutire Bize, and slipping oat of his bonds sprang 
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on to the npper story of tlie ^Ided palace, to the dismay of tbo 
giants' wives. 

Dokd 25. 

That instant the forty-nine winds,* whom Hari had sent, began 
to blow ; the monkey shouted with roars of laughter and swelled so 
big that he tonched the sky. 

Chaupai. 

Of enormous stature and yet marrellous agility, he leaped and 
ran from palace to palace. As the city was thus set on fire, the 
people were at their wits end ; for the terrible fiames burst forth in 
countless millions of places. " Alas I father and mother, hear- 
ken to my cry. Who is it that has now destroyed os. As I said, 
this is no monkey, but some god in monkey form. This is the 
result of not taking a good man's advice j our city is burnt oa 
though it had no king." The city was consumed in an instant of 
time, save only Vibhishan's house ; the reason why it escaped, Bha- 
ykaif was that he who sent the messenger had also created the fire. 
After the whole of Lank& had been turned npside down and given 
over to the flames, he threw himself into the middle of the sea. 
Dohd 26. 

After extingnishing bis tail and recovering from his fatigue, be 
assomed his old diminntive form and went and stood before J&naki, 
with^hands clasped in prayer. 

Chaupdi. 
" Be pleased, madam, to give me some token, such as B&oia 
gave me." She onfaatened the jewel in her hair and gave it him.' 
The son of the wind received it gladly. " Salute him respectfully 
for me, my son, with these words ; ' my lord, yon never fail to fulfil 
desire, and you support the repntation of being the suppliant's 

'In the Veda, the UaTats, oi wiods, are udd to be sizty-tliTee In Dum- 
ber, forming nine Oaaai, or tn»p>, of Beven each. In post Yedio litersture Ihey 
twe described ut the cMldren of Dili, either seven, oi asTED times leTeo JD 
nnmber. After Dili's elder sons, the Asurss, hod been aubdned hy Indra, their 
mother implored her hnsband Kisrapa, the son of Marichi, to bestow oa her an 
ladra-deatrojing bou. Her request was granted g but Indra, with his wvupoa 
Vajra, divided the child, with which she was pregnant, Into toTtj-nine piecea, 
vhioh commeDced ntteiing giieToas crleg, till Indra In companion traoslormed 
tiiem Into the Manita, oi Winds. — Monier IfilKaiK Bub-*erbo. 

"In both TecenaioDB of the Sanskrit B&mfcjana, Sita gives Baiinm&D tha 
jewel before he deatroja the grove and sets the dtj ea flie. Ttlt necoad iatw- 
Tieir ii not meatiooed at aU fn (he np-ccnntrr text. 



)vGoo'^lc 



THE BEAUTIFUL. 8! 

friend ; relieve me ihen from my grievoas distress.' Repeat to him 
friend, the story of Indra'a son,' and remind my lord of the 
might of biB arrows. If he does not oome within a month, he will 
never find me alive. Tell me, monkey, how can I keep myself 
alive ; for yon now, my son, speak of going, and it is only the sight 
of you that has given me any comfort : henceforth day and night 
will seem to me both alike." 

DokdiT. 
He did every thing he could to console Sf ta and inspire her with 
confidence, and then howed his head at her lotus feet and set forth 
to rejoin B^a. 

Chaupdi. 

As he went, he roared aloud with such a terrible noise that the 
wives of the demons, who heard it, were overtaken by prcmatnre 
childbirth. Crossing the sea with a bound, he arrived on this side 
and uttered a cry of joy for the monkeys to hear. At the sight 
of Hanuman, they were as delighted as if they had been given a now 
spell of life. " Your face is so gla-J and your whole body so radiant 
that yon cannot bat have accomplished lUma's commission." All 
greeted him with as much delight as an expiring fish feels when it 
gets back into the water. On their way to Rdma it was a pleasure 
to them to ask again and to relate all that had lately occurred. 
When they had come into the Madhn~ban, with Angad'e consent 
they began eating the luscions fruit ; the watchman tried to stop 
them, but wore beaten off with fisticuffs. They then 6ed, 

Doltd 28. 
Crying out that the prince had laid waste the garden. Sugriva 
rejoiced at the news : " The monkey must have returned after 
successfully completing his master's business. 

Chaupdi 

If they had not got news of Sita, how could they have eaten 
the fruit of the Madhu-ban." While tho king was thus reasoning 
within himself, Hanomdn and his party arrived. They at ouce 
bowed the head at his feet, and he received them with all possihie 
1 allaaioD la here made, is JuyuDtn, who LkJ 

H 
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cordiality and asked of their welfare. " It is well with as siace we 
have seen joar feet. By Bfima's favour the bnsiDeBS has tamed 
out excellently. HannmftQ haa accomplished his lord's purpose 
and haa saved the life of hb all." On hearing this, Sngrfra again 
embraced him and then went on with the monkeys to where B4ma 
was. When Rtima saw them coming, he was greatly delighted at 
the completion of the business. The two brothers were seated on 
a crystal rock and all the monkeys went and fell at their feet. 

DoU 29. 

liaghupati in his infinite tenderness greeted them all with much 
affoction and asked of their welfare. " All is well with us my lord, 
now that we have seen your lotus feet." 

Chmipdi. 
Said Jfimavant : " Hearken, Raghuraya ; anyoue, my lord, 
on whom yon show favour, will always be prosperous for ever ; 
gods, men and saints will be gracious to him ; though victorious 
he will still remain modest and amiable, and his glory will irradiate 
all the three spheres of creation. By my lord's favoar the task 
haa been accomplished, and to-day we may well say that oor life 
has been worth living. My lord, to tell the whole of Hanum^u's 
doings would be too much for a thousand tongues." J&mavant 
then proceeded to inform Bama of Hanumdn's principal exploits. 
The All-merciful was charmed by the recital and again in his joy 
clasped Hanumdn to his bosom. " Tell me, son, hew J&naki is, and 
how she keeps the life in her body." 

Doh<i SO. 
" Your name is sentinel over her by night and day ; your con- 
templation is as a prison-gate ; her own eyes are the fetters for her 
feet } how then is it possible for her life to flit away ? 

Chaupdi. 

When" I was leaving, she gave mo this jewel from her hair." 

Eaghnpati took and clasped it io his heart, his eyes overflowed 

with tears. " And did Sita send any message also ?" " Embrace 

the feet of my lord and his brother, crying, friend of thg 
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poor, reliever of the anppliant's distress, in heart, word, and deed, 
I am devoted to yonr Bervice, for what ofFeace, my lord, havo 
yoa deserted me ? Of one fault I am myself conscious, in that I 
still contiaae to live, though separated from 3'ou. Bat this, my 
lord, is the fault of mj eyes, which prevent my soul from taking 
flight. The fire of bereavement has rendered my body as light aa 
the air, and in a moment my frame would bam itself ont in sighs ; 
bat my eyes drop snoh a flood in self-commiseration that my vile 
body is not oonsnmed in the dame. Sita's distress is so utterly 
overwhelming and yon are so pitiful that it is better not to 

describe it. 

DoM 31. 

O fountain of mercy, each single moment seems an age in 
passing. Set oat at once, my lord, and witli your mighty arm 
vanquish the miscreant crew and deliver her." 

On hearing of Sita's distress, the lotus eyes of the lord, the 
abode of bliss, overflowed with tears. " When in thought, word 
and deed, a believer follows in my steps, what onght he to know 
of misfortune ?" Said Hannm&n : " There is no misfortune, 
my lord, except to forget you and your worship. Of what account 
are the demons to my lord, who can rout them at once and reco- 
ver BIta." " Hearken, O monkey ; neither god, nor man, nor 
saint that has ever been born into this world, has been such a 
benefactor to me as you. What return can I make you ? There 
is none that occurs to my mind. Mark me, my son ; I am not free 
from my obligation to you ; I will think and see what 1 can do." 
Again and again as the deliverer of the gods gazed upon the monkey, 
his eyes filled with tears and his whole body quivered with emotion. 
Dohd 32. 

As he listened to his lord's words and looked npon his face, 
Hanum&n was enraptured, and id an eztasy of love fell at his feet, 
crying, 'save me, save me, Omy Lord God.' 
Chaupdi, 

Again and again his lord sought to raise him up, but he was ao 
absorbed in devotion that he would not rise. As he called to mind 
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the lord with his loins hands thas placed on the monkey's head, 
Siva himself was overcome with emotion ; but again, reBtraining 
his feelings, he proceeded with the charming narrative. After rais- 
ing the monkey, the lord embraced him and took him by the hand 
and seated him olosa by his aide : " Tell me, monkey, about 
B&van's stronghold of Lankd, and how yon were able in such an off- 
hand way to bum down hia fort." Seeing his lord so gracious, 
Hanum&u replied in terms of singular modesty : " A monkey for- 
sooth ia a creature of singular prowess to skip about as he does from 
bough to bough. When I leaped across the sea, burnt down the 
golden city, routed the demon host and laid waste the grove, it was 
all done through yonr power, Raghurai ; it was no strength of mine, 
my lord. 

Vokd 33. 

Nothing is difBcnlt for him to whom you are propitious ; a 
mere flock of cotton, were it your pleasure, conld burn up the 
whole submarine fire."^ 

Chaupdi. 

The lord smiled much to hear those words, and recognized him 
as indeed a loving servant. " Ask of me a boon, my son, some 
choice blessing ; to-day I will make you happy, for ever." "Faith, 
my lord, is tho greatest of blesainga ; of your favor grant me this 
else unattainable boon.'* On hearing the monkey's pious request 
the lord, Bhav^ni, responded. ' So be it.' O Um&, he who knows 
Bfima's true nature, can take pleasure in nothing bnt his worship : 
and he who takes this truth to heart has attained to the virtue of 
faith in IMma. When the assembled monkeys heard the lord's 
reply, they cried ' glory, glory, glory, to the All-merciful, the All- 
blessed.' Bagbupati then summoned the mcmkey-chlef and told him 
to make preparations for the march ; "What need now for any delay? 
At once issue orders to the monkeys." The gods, who had wit- 
nessed the spectacle, rained down many flowers and returned with 
joy from the lower air to their own celestial spheres. 

^Badavtnala, the Bubmarlne fire, U represented In mythatoij as a 
being witb a body o{ flame, hut the head ol a m>re (badari) MMeh epraag from 
the thlgh« of tbe patduch U^a oud fell into the ocean. 
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Dohd 34. 

Iq obedience to Sngrira's sammons bia captains came in 
troops, of many different colours, but all unequalled in strength, 
monkeys and bears in aboadaace. 

Ckaxipdi, 
They bowed the head at the lord's lotus feet, tboae roaring beara 
and gigantic monkeys. B4ma beheld ail the monkey boat, and 
turned upon them the gracious gianca of his lotus eyes. Each 
monkey chief was as mnoh emboldened by his favor as Samera 
would be by the recovery of bis wio^s.^ R4ma then sallied forth 
ezultiag, and many were the glad and auspicious omens that 
befell him. It was only befittiag that his march should be attended 
by favorable omens, since in him abide all glory and auspicions- 
ness. J&naki knew of his departure, for her leiY side throbbed as 
if to tell her. Every good omen that befell her wag converted 
into an omen of ill for K4van. Who conld adequately describe 
the army on the road, with the terrible roaring of the monkeys 
and the bears, how they marched, brandishing rocks and trees and 
with their talons for weapons, now in the heaven and now on earth, 
as the fancy moved them. Thisy bellowed as if with the voice of a 
tiger ; the earth shook and the elephants of the eight qoartera 
trembled. 

Ckhand 1—2. 
The elephants of the eight quarters trembled, the earth reeled, 
file mountains tottered, and the ocean was agitated ; the sun and the 
moon, gods, scunts, N^as, and Kinnars, all rejoiced to know that 
their troubles were over. Myriads upon myriads of enormous 
fighting monkeys pressed onwards, snapping aad snarling, sing- 
ing glory to E&ma's oonqnering might, and hymning the praises of 
Kosala's lord. The huge serpent king could not snpport the burden; 
he staggered again and again, but each time saved himself by clutch- 
ing in his jaws the hard shell of the tortoise ; as thongh he had 

'This conceit liai a very unine«iimg sound when ezpreBsed in Baglish. 
The allQBlon is to the legend, vliich repreBenla all the mountaina as once har- 
in K had wing a, till they were ciipped by Indraj whiie the word paluha, iiUck 
pTlmarilf meaoi < *, wing,' hu iIbo (he HecoDdarf Bigoiflcatioii of ' bToni.' 
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mastered the stupendooa theme of tlagho-bir's glorious expedition, 
and were inBOribing it on the tortoise's back as the most imperish- 
able material to be had. 

DoM 35. 
In anch wise the All-mercifal marched onwards, till he arrived 
at the sea shore, where the host of bears and figbtiog monkeys 
began to devour all the froit they found. 

Chaupdi, 
On the other side the demons were living in great fear, since 
the time when the monkey had left, afber burning down the city. 
Kvery one kept at home thinking to himself : " There is no hope 
of safety for the demon race ; if his messenger was ao unspeakably 
powerful, how oan the city escape, when he comes himself." When 
Mandodari was informed of what the people were saying, she was 
still more distrest, and with clasped hands fell at her lord's feet and 
thus besought him, in words full of sound judgment : " my hus- 
band, cease to contend against Hari ; take my words to your heart as 
most wholesome advice. His mere messenger did such deeds that our 
matrons, on hearing of them, were overtaken by premature labonr; 
if then you desire your own welfare, call your ministers and send 
him back his wife. As a frosty night comes upon a bed of lotuses, 
so has Sita come for the ruin of your race. Hearken, my lord ; 
nnleasyoa give up Sita, neither Sambhu nor Brahma oan help 
yoo. 

Dohii 36. 

B&ma's arrows are like serpents, and the demons host so many 
frogs ; 4e\aj not, but do the best you can before they have snap- 
ped yoo np." 

Chaupdi. 
The moDst«r heard her prayer and langhed aloud, his arrogance 
is known thronghont the world. " A woman is naturally cast in a 
timorous mould, and even in prosperity has a mind ill at ease. If 
the monkey army comes, the poor wretches will all be eaten.up by 
the demons, ^e very guardians of the spheres tremble for fear of 
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me, and it is quite iibsard for my wife to be afraid." So Haying 
he laughed and embraced her, and than, full of iaordiaate cooceib 
proceeded to the council-chamber. But Mandodari was troubled 
at heart, saying, ' Heaven is against my lord.' While he was sit- 
ting in court, he received intelligence that the whole army had 
crossed the sea. IThen ho enquired of bis ministers, ' Tell me what yoa 
think best to bo done.' They all laughed and replied, " Remain 
quiet. Yon have conquered gods and demons without any tronble; 
of what account can men and monkeys be ?" 

JDoM 37. 
When these three, a minister, a physician, and a spiritual ad- 
viser, use fair words, either from fear or hope of reward, dominion, 
religion, and health are all three quickly destroyed. 

Chaupdi. 

This was all the help that R&van got ; they did nothing bnt 
sound bis praises. Perceiving his opportanity, Vibhiahan came 
and bowed his head at his brother's feet, then again boning took bis 
seat on his own throne and afler obtaining permission spoke thns : 
" As you graciously ask of me my opinion, T declare it. Sire, to the 
best of my ability. If yon desire your own welfare and glory, 
with a reputation for wisdom, a prosperous issue and every other 
happiness, turn away from the face of another man's wife as from 
the moon on its fourth day.' Though a man were lord of the 
fourteen spheres, he cannot set himself to oppose the Universal. 
However amiable and accomplished a person may be, no one will 
speak well of him if he shows even the slightest oovetousness. 

Dohd 38. 
liust, passion, vanity, and covetonsness are all paths that lead 
to hell; abjure them and worship Raghubir, whom all the saints 
worship. 



B&ma, my brother, is no mortal king, bnt the sovereign of the 

universe, the Fate of Fate itself, the Supremo Spirit, the imperishable 

lit ft a Hinda inperstilion that it is unlucky to aeo the maoa on tbe 
fourth daj. Hence the pTorerb : — 

" Jo dekbe chauthe kfi chaods, Biit cbatat, lago pbsrphanda." 
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and nncreated God, tbe benefactor of oowa and of Btilnnans, of 
the earth and of the gods : who ia hia infinite mercy has assumed 
the form of humanity, to rejoice his votaries and to break the ranks 
of the impious, the champion of the Veda and true relijjlon, the 
saviour of the immortals. Cease to fight against him and humbly 
bow the head ; Baghnadth relieves the distress of every suppliant. 
O my lord, give faim back Sita and worship him with disinterested 
affection. The lord has never abandoned any one who has fled to 
him for protection, though he were guilty of having rained the 
whole world. Know of a truth, Rfivan, that it is the lord, he who 
has for name ' the saviour from every calamity, ' who has now 
appeared among ns. 

Dokd 39. 

Again and again I lay ray head at your feet and utter this my 
prayer ; have done with pride, arrogance, and conceit and worship 
B&ma. These are the words which Saint Fulastya sent in a mes- 
sage to me, and I have at once taken this opportunity of repeating 
them to yon. Sire." 

Cliavpiii. 

One of hia wisest counsellors, M&lyav&n, was greatly rejoiced 
to hear this speech. " Take to heart, my son, this admirable counsel 
which your brother Vibhishan has given you." " These two villains 
who thus magnify my enemies, is there no one here who will rid me 
of them ?" M&lyaviin thereupon returned home, but Vibhishan with 
clasped hands spoke yet again : " In every one's breast, my lord, so 
the Vedas and Furanas declare, either wisdom or unwisdom 8nds a 
dwelling. Where wisdom dwells, there too is every kind of pros- 
perity ; and where nnwisdom, there is finnl destruction. In your 
breast malignant unwisdom has established herself ; yon take your 
friends for enemies and your greatest enemy for a friend, being thns 
extravagantly enamoured of this Sita, who is the very night of Death 
for the whole demon race. 

J)ohd 40. 

My brother, I clasp your feet and implore yon to lake my 
words in good part ; restore Bita to B&ma ; it vill he mach to yonr 
advantage," 
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■ Chaupdi. 
Though the words that Vibhishan spoke were wise and prudent, 
tiiid supported by the authority of tha Vedas and Faranas, the Ten- 
beaded rose in a fury at hearing them : " Wretch, you are within 
an inch of your death. It is allowing to me, you villain, that you 
have been able to live at all ; and yet, fool as you are, you take the 
side of my enemies. Can you tell mo, wrett^h, of any one in the 
whole world, whom I have not conquered by the might of my- arm. 
Yon live in my capital, but are in love with hermits; yon had bet- 
ter go to them, if yon want to preach." So saying, he spnrned 
him with a kick ; but be still- continued to clasp him by the feet. 
" You are as it were my father ; kill. me, if you think proper ; but, 
my lord, to worship B4ma would be far better for you," This 
,ia the virtue of the saints, Umd, that they return good ■ for evil. 
Taking his ministers with him, he went his way through the air, 
proclaiming aloud to them all : 

Doha 41. 

" Rama is the very soul of truth ; j-our courtiers, my lord, are 
overpowered by fate ; I will now take refuge with Raghu-bir ; lay 
DO blame to me." 

CltaupM. 

After Vibhishan had left with these words, it was all over wilh 
every-one of them. Disrespect to a saint, Bhav^ni,- brings speedy 
ruin on the most prosperous undertaking. As soon as Vibhishan 
had left B&van, he lost all his glory and good fortune. But ho 
rejoiced as he went to meet Bama, and revolved in his mind many 
agreeable anticipations : *' I am about to behold his lotus feet, so 
• roseate, so soft, so beneficent to all who wait upon them ; at whose 
-touch the Rishi's wife was delivered from the curse and the Dan- 
daka forest was sanctified ; feet that Sita cherished in her bosom, 
even while tliey ran to seize the delusive deer ; lotus feet in Siva's 
lake-like heart; how blest am I who am now about to see thorn I 

Dohd i2. 
".With these very eyes shall I tbis day behold the feef, whose 
shoes even Bharat keeps clasped to his heart." 
12 
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Chaupdi. 

With such loving fanciea to occnpy his mind, he quickly arriv- 
ed on this Bide of the ocean. When the monkey saw Vibhiahan 
coming, they took him to be Bonoe special envoy. So they stopt 
him and went to their cliief and told him all the circumBtances. . 
Said Sugriva : " Hearken, Baghariu ; RAvan's brother has come 
to see you." The lord replied : " What do yon advise, friend ?" 
The monkey king rejoined : Mark my words, Sire ; the craft of 
these demons is past all telling. Why shonld be come thna of his 
own accord ? The villain's object is to spy out our secrets, ily 
idea is that we ought to keep him prisouer." " Friend, yon have 
reasoned with much worldly wisdom ; but I have a vow to befriend 
all suppliants." Hannmin was delighted to hear these words 
from the lord, the God who shows compassion on all who flee to 
him, 

Dohd 43. 

" The men who abandon a snppliant from sospicion that he 
may he an enemy, are vile and crimmal, and misfortune will keep 
her eye upon them. 

Chaupdi, 

I would not abandon any one who had fled to me for protection 
even though he had been guilty of the murder of a million Brdh- 
mans. Directly any creature appears before me, I blot out the 
Bins of all his past lives. No one who is essentially wicked can 
delight in my service ; if he is really bad at heart, how can he come 
into my presence. Only a man of. pure soul can find me ; I take 
no pleasure in hypocrisy, deceit, and vice. B&van may have sent 
him as a spy ; but even so, king, we need not fear any loss. 
All the demons, my friend, that the whole world contains, Laksh- 
man could rout in a single moment. If he has come out of fear, 
to sue for mercy, I will protect him as I would my own life. 

DoU 41. 
In either case bring him here." Thus spake the alNmerciful 
with a smile. " Glory to the lord of mercy" cried the monkey as 
he went, taking with him Angad and Hanomfia. 
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Chaupdi. 

The monbeyB respectfnlly escorted him into the presence of the 
All-meroiful fi&ma. He beheld from a distance tbe two brothers, 
the delight of all men's eyes, the girers of every blessing ; then 
looking again npon B&ma's petfect beaaty, be stood stock still, with 
all his gase intently fixed upon the long arms, the lotns eyes, and 
tbe dark-hoed body of tbe sappliant's friend, his lion-Iike should- 
ers and magnifi<ient broad chest and his charming face, that 
would ravish tbe soul of KAmadera himself. With streaming eyes 
and trembling limbs he at last made bold to speak in accents mild : 
" My lord, I am Bivan's brother ; Champion of heaveD, I have 
be^i bom of demon race, with a savage temperament, as naturally 
prone to evil as an owl is partial to Uie night. 
Dohd 45. 

I have heard with my ears of yonr glory and have come ; O my 
lord, save me, save me ; yon who are the deliverer from all life's' 
troubles, tbe remover of distress, the friend of the suppliant, Raghu- 
Mr." 

€haupdi. 

So saying he prostrated himself; but at the sight the lord arose 
in haste with mnch delight, being pleased to hear his humble 
address, and took him in bis mighty arms and clasped him to his 
breast ; then with his brother seated him by his side, and to calm 
his votary's fears spake thas : " Tell me, prince of Lank£, is it 
alt well with you and your family* Tour home is in an ill place. 
How, my friend, can one practise tbe duties of reUgion, when 
encompassed day and night by wicked men f I know all your cir- 
cnmstaooes, your proficiency in virtue, your aversion to evil. God 
keep us from evil communications : 'twere better, my son, lo live 
in hell." " Now that I have seen your feet, O R&ma, it is all 
well with me, since you have recognized me as one of your wor- 
shippers and have shown mercy upon me. 
J)ohdi6. 

No creature can be happy, or even dream of rest to his soul, 
till be worship H&ma, after forswearing lust, that fountain of 
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ChaupM. 
" So long as the heart is peopled by tliat villainous crew, avarice, 
sensnalitj, selfisbness, arrogance and pride, tbere is no room there 
for Raghunath, with his bow and arrows and quiver by his. side. 
The intensely dark night of selfishness, so i^reeable to the onl-lika 
pnssions of love and hate, abides in the soul only until the rising 
of the sun-like lord. Now I am well, and all my fears are over, in 
that I have beheld your lotus feet. None of the threefold ■ tor- 
menta of life has any effect upon him, towhom you in your mercy 
show favour, lam a demon, utterly vile of nature, .who have 
never observed any pious practices, and yet the lord, to whose visiod 
even. the saints have not attained, for all their profound meditation, . 
has been pleased to take me to his. heart. 

Dohd 47. 

*' Surely I am blessed beyond measnre, and Rama's grace is most 
beneficent, in that I behold with my eyes those lotus feet, which 
even Brahma and Siva adore." 

Chatipdx. 

" Hearken, friend ; I will declare to yon my characteristics, as 
known by Bbusundi, Sambhu, and Um£, If a man who has been 
the curse of the whole world conies trembling and looks to me for 
protection, if he abjures all his pride and sensuality without guila 
or subterfuge, I make him at once like one of the saints. Father 
and mother ; kinsfolk, children, and wife ; life &ni property ; home, 
friends and establishment ; in short, every object of natural affec- 
tion is gathered up as the strands of a rope wherewith to attach his 
soul to my feet. He regards all things as alike, without any pre- 
ference, and with a soul nnmoved either by joy, sorrow or fear. 
A saint like this is as fixed in my sonl as money is in the heart of 
a miser. Good men like you are my friends, and it is only for their 
benefit that I have become incarnate. 
Dohd 48. 

" Virtuous and devoted believers, who are stedfast in upright- 
ness, strict in pious observance, and who love and revere Br&hmaus, 
are the men whom I regard as my own soul. e 
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Chttupdi. 
" HearkeD, Prince of tank& ; all these good qualities are yourR, 
and y»u are therefore very dear to me." On hearing Rama's 
speech, all the assembled monkeys exclaimed, ' Glory to the all- 
inerciftil P But; Vibhishan, on bearing sncb ambrosial sounds, could 
not contain himself ; time after time be clasped his lotus feet, his 
heart bursting with boundless joy. '* Hearken, .my God, lord of 
all creation, friend of the suppliant, reader of men's thonghts ; I 
had erst a wish in my mind,, to love vaj lord's feet ; this has come 
upon me like a riTer in flood ; now in your mercy grant me such 
pare faith as that which ever gladdens Siva's soul." 'So be it,' 
B&id the lord, the valiant in fight, and then at once called for water ~ 
from the sea. " It was not part of your wish, friend, but the sight 
of me brings a reward with it all over the world." So saying 
B^a marked his forehead with the tilak : an infinite shower of . 
flowers rained from heaven. 

Dohd 49. 

Thns did Raghnnath protect the bumble Vibhishan from Mran's 
fiery wrath, fanned by the strong blast of his breath, and gavo 
him secure dominion and all the good fortune which Stva had 
formerly bestowed upon the ten-headed Bivau. 

Chaupdi. 
Men who forsake soch a lord to worship any other, are mere 
beasts withoat the tails and horns. All the monkeys were 
charmed with the lord's amiability, who had recognized a servant 
and claimed him for his own. Then the AlUwise, who dwelleth in 
the hearts of all, assuming any form at will, though himself form- 
'lessandpassionless, the champion of religion, the friend of men, and 
the destroyer of all the demon race, spoke and said: " Hearken, 
monkey-king, valiant monarch of Lank& ; how are we to cross the 
deep ocean, full of alligators, serpents and difi'erent kinds of sea- 
monsters, of fathomless profundity and absolntely impassable," 
Vibhishan replied : " Hearken, Raghu-ndyak ; yonr arrows could 
bum up a thousand seas, but still it would be better policy to go 
and make petition to the god of ocean. 
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Dohd 50. 
" He 18 your family priest,* my Jord, and will think of some 
scliem« to tell you, by which the boat of bears aud monkeys may 
croBB the deep without any tronble." 

Chaupai. 

" Friend, you have suggested a good idea j let us try whether 
fortune be with us." This advice did not please Lakshman ; be 
was mnch annoyed at R&ma'a words. " Why trust to fortune, iny 
lord ? give vent to yonr indignation and dry np the ocean. This 
is the last resoarce of the Umorona or of a sluggard, to be always 
crj'ing out for luck." Baghu-bir laughed to hear this and said : "I 
shall do it all the same ; but never you mind." Sosayiaghe went to 
the shore of the salt aea and there took his seat on grass that be 
bad strewn. Now aft«r Vibbfsliaa had joined Rama, Kavan sent 
spies of his own, 

Dohd 51. 
who disguised themselves as.monkeys, and bo saw all that was 
going on. In their profuuud admiration of the lord's generosity 
and his tenderness to suppliants, 

ChaupM. 
they loudly extolled his magnanimity and in the intensity of 
their devotion forgot their disguise. When the monkeys perceived 
them to be spies from the enemy, they seized them and took them 
to their chief. Said Sagrlva, " Hearken, all you monkeys ; just 
mutilate them and then let them go." On receiving this aom~ 
mand, the monkeys ran and paraded them in bonds all through 
the camp, ill-treating tliem in every possible way and refusing to 
let them go for all their prayers for mercy, till they cried : ' We 
a<^*nre yon all by Et&ma not to rob us of our nose aud ears.' When 
Lakshman heard this, he called thorn all to him, and, being moved 
with flompassioD, smiled and * had them at once set free : 
" Give this missive into Bfivan'a bands and say ' Bead, destroyer 
of your raoe, what Lakshman says.' 

IS dug, which U tbence 
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Tell the fool also by word of mouth my eniphntic command — 
' Surrender Sita and submit yourself, or it will be your death.' 

ChaupAi. 

The spies bowed the head at Lakshman's feet aud set out at 
once, praising bis generosity. Still repeating Rama's praises, 
tbey arrived at Ijankd and prostrated themselves before Ravan. 
Ibe ten-beaded with a smile asked tbom the news: "Tell me, 
Suka, I pray, of your own welfare, and then let me hear about 
Vibbisban, to whom death has drawn very nigh. The fool left 
Iiank& where he was a king ; but now the wretched weevil must 
be crashed with the wheat. Tell mo next what force these bears 
and monkeys muster, who have come here by command of their 
evil destiny ; though the poor old sea has been soft-hearted enough 
to spare their lives. Tell me Bnally about the hermits, whose soul 
trembles for fear of me. 

Dokd 53. 

" Did he meet yon as a suppliant, or did he take to £ight on 
hearing the report of my renown ? Will yoo tell me nothing about 
tbe enemy's might and magnificence ? Year wits seem utterly 
dazed," 



" Of your grace, my lord, be not wrath but take a blunt reply 
to a blunt question. As soon as your younger brother joined him 
Bama bestowed upon bim the mark of sovereignty. The monkeys, 
who bad heard that we were your spies, put us in bonds and 
abused na shamefully. They were about to cut off our ears and 
nose, when we invoked the name of Rami and they let as go. 
You ask, my lord, of Rami's army ; a myriad tongues would fai! 
to tell it : such a host of bears and monkeys of diverse hue and 
gruesome visage, huge and terrible — the one who set fire to the 
city and slew your son is the very weakest of them all — champions 
with innumerable names, fierce and unyielding monsters of vast 
bulk, with the strength of unnumbered elephants. 
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Dohd 54. 
'*Dwmd and Mayand, Nila and Na!a, Angad and Gada of the 
mighty sword, Dadhf-mukha and Kehari, the malignant Nisatha 
and the powerful J4mbav&n. 

Chaupdi. 

" Each of these monkeys is equal to Sugriva, and who could 
count all the myriads like them 7 By R4ma's favoar their strength 
. ia unbonnded ; they reckon the three spheres of creation as of no 
more acooiiat than a blade of grass. I hare heard say, O Rdvan, 
that the monkey chiefs number eighteen thousand billions ; and in 
the whole of the army, my lord, there is not a single monkey who 
would not conquer you in battle. They are all wringing their 
hands in excess of passion : Why does not R&ma give us 
some order to swallow up the ocean with all its fish and serpents, 
— if we do not fill it up with piles of trees and mighty mountains 
—and then crush B&van and lay him low in the dnst. This is the 
language that all the monkeys hold. Utterly devoid of fear, they 
shout and leap about as if they would make Lanfc& a mere moatb- 
ful. 

Dohd 55. 

" All the beara and monkeys are born warriors, and moreover, 
they have the lord R4ma at their head. O Bftvan, they could con- 
quer in battle even Death himself, a myriad times over, 

Cliaupdi. 
" A hundred thousand Sesbn&gs would fail to declare all It&ma's 
- glory and power and wiadom. With a single shaft he could burn 
lip a hundred seas, yet so prudent is he that he took advice of your 
brother and, on hearing his reply, went to the sea and humbly ask- 
ed the favor- of a passage." On hearing this, the ten-headed smil- 
ed : " Truly be showed as much sense then as when he took mon- 
keys for his allies. He has put faith in the words of that arrant 
coward, my brother, and like a spoiled child, begs of ocean what 
he will never get. Fool, you have beeii extolling.a more impostor: 
I' have sounded the depth of my enemy's strength and skill. 
Where in the wovld could any one achieve the glory of a triumph. 
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who had such a cowardly connBellor as Vibhiahan." The envoy 
■waxed wrath at the wretch's speech, and thought it a good time to 
produce the letter. " B&ma's brother gave me this letter : have it 
read, my lord, and mttch good may it do you." Ravan smiled and 
took it with his left hand and told his minister, the wret«h, to read 
it out. 

DoM 56. 

" Fool, submit your soul to advice, and do not bring destruc- 
tion upon all your race ; you cannot escape from B&ma'a displea- 
sure, even though Vishnu, Brahma, and Siva bo your protectors. 
Abandon your pride, and, like your younger brother, fly like a bee 
to the lotos feet of the lord, or like a moth you will be consumed 
in yonr wickedness, you and all your family, by Bima's arrows of 
fire," 

Chaupdi. 

The ten-headed, as he listened, was terror-stnokea at heart, 
but smiled with his lips and cried aloud for all to hear : " He 
who stretches out bis hands to clutch the sky only falls to the 
ground ; a devotee's idle talk is of small accounL" Said Suka : 
" My lord, every word is true ; be wise and abandon your natural 
arrogance. Cease from wrath and hearken to my advice ; make 
an end. Sire, of your feud with E4ma. Eaghubir is exceedingly 
mild in diapoaitioD, though he is the sovereign of all the world. 
The lord will be gracious to you directly you approach him, and 
will not remember even one of your offences. Bestore to him 
Janak's daughter ; this, Sire, is all I ask of yon ; do ii" When he 
spoke to him of giving up Sita, the wretch spurned him with his 
foot ; but he bowed his head to the ground before him and then 
went to join the All-merciful B&ma, and after due obeisance told 
him all that hod happened. By B4m&'a grace, he recovered his 
proper rank ; for it was by the Bishi Agastya's curse, Bhav4ni, that 
he bad become a demon, though still retaining the intelligence of 
a saint. Now, once more in the form of a saint, after again and 
again prostmtJng himself at fi&ma's feet, he went his way to his 
own hermitage. 
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Dohd 57. 
Dullard ocean made no answer to prayer, though three duys 
had been spent ; then cried Etima in a fury : " He will do me no 
Icinduess, anless ha is frightened. 

Cliaupdi. 
" Lakshman bring me my bow and arrows : with my iiery darts 
I will dry up the deep. To use entreaties to a churl, to lavish 
afiection upon a rogne, to deal liberally with a born miser, to dis- 
course of divine wisdom with a man devoted to self, to speak of 
detachment from the world to the oovetous, to tell of Hari to a man 
ander the influence of passion or love, is all the same as sowing 
the Band in hope of a harvest." So saying, K&ma strung his bow, 
a pFOceeding that pleased Lakahman mightily. The lord let fly 
the terrible shaft ; a burning pain ensued in the bosom of ocean ; 
the crooodiies, serpents, and fish ware all sore diatrest. When 
ocean perceived that these creatures were burning, he filled a golden 
dish with all kinds of jewels and humbly presented himself in the 
form of a Brahman. 

Dohd 58. 

Though you may t^e infinite trouble in watering it, a plantain 
wilt not bear fruit, until it has been well cut ; similarly, mark me, 
Garur, a mean upstart, heeds neither prayers nor compliments, but 
requires rougher treatment. 

Chaupdi. 

Terrified ocean clasped the lord's feet : •' Pardon me. Sire, all 
my ofFences. Air, wind, fire, water, and earth are all, my lord, 
naturally dull and slow to change. They have been produced by 
the delusive power that you sent forth with a view to creation — so 
all the scriptarea declare— and as each has been fixed by the lord's 
command, so it must remain, to secure its own happiness. My lord 
has done well in giving me this lesson ; but still it was yon who 
first fixed my bounds. A drum, a clown, a churl, a beast, and a 
woman are all fit subjects for beating, hy my lord's favor, I shall 
be dried np, the army will cross over, and my glory will be at an 
end ; the scriptures declare the word o£ the lord to be unchange- 
able ; do then at once what seemeth yon good." 
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DoU 59. 

The lord smiled to hear this exceedingly hnmble speech, and 
said " Tell rae, father, some device, how the monkey host may croas 
over?" 

Chaupdi 

" My lord, there are two monkey brothers, Nila and Nala, 
who from childhood have been instructed by a sage. The mightiest 
mountains touched by them will by yonr favor float apon the 
waves, I too, remembering your majesty, will assist to the best of 
my power. In this manner, my lord, yon will bridge the sea and 
the glorious deed will be sung in earth, heaven, and hell. With 
this arrow, Sire, slay the dwellers on my northern shore, who are 
vile criminals." The all-mercifnl, on hearing ocean's grievance, at 
once removed it, the valiant Bima.^ At the sight of his mighty 
vigour ocean rejoiced and became easy of mind, and after telling 
him all that had taken place, bowed at his feet and took his Uave. 

Okhand 3. 
Ocean returned home and B^ma approved his counsel. These 
his acts, which remove all the impurities of this sinful age, has Tuisi 
D4s suug to the best of his ability. The excellenoies of Baghn- 
pati are a treasure of delight, a panacea for all doubt, a purge for 
every sorrow, and they who are wise of heart will abandon all 
other hope and conEdence and be ever singing them or hearing them 
snug. 

Vohd 60. 

The virtues of Raghu-a&yak are the source of every blessing 
and those who reverently hear their recital cross the ocean of 
existence without any need for a boat. 

l^Thus endeth the book entitled Uhs Beautiful,^ composed by Tulsi 
Dal, being the fifth descent into ' the holy lake of Rama's deeds.''] 

Ha the Sanskrit Ramiyana tbis cnrious lDo[dent is related rather mors 
iotetligibl;. Ocean complatna thit tbe Abhf raj of the north are sncb an Impure 
race that be canoot bear to receive into his boanm any atream of which they 
have drunk. Thereupon, Rima tvitb bis fler; arrow dries up eierj river in 
tbeir land, buL creates instead a deep cbaam ia tbe ground, oitb a conatant 
Bopplj of water, and blesaea the liTerleas legion ivith exemption Ctom diacaae. 
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BOOK VI. 
LANKA. 

SanahrU Invocation. 
I WOBBHIP RXMA ; the adored of Love's enemy ; the dispeller 
of all the terrors of exietence ; the lion to destroy the mad elephant, 
Death ; the lord of ascetics ; accessible only by contemplation ; the 
store-house of all good qualities ; the invincible ; the passionless ; 
the nnchangeable ; above the influence of Mayti ; the sovereign of 
the gods ; the implacable destroyer of the wicked ; the one god 
over Brahma and all his fellows ; the god incarnate in the form of 
an earthly king, lotus-eyed and lustrous as the jasmine. 

I glorify the divine SANEA.RA ; as glistening in hue as the 
conch shell or the moon ; the all-beautiful in person, robed in tiger's 
skin; bedecked with horrible black snakes for ornaments, attended 
by the G-anges and the moon ; the lord of Kfci ; the subdner of the 
flood of pollution that distinguishes this sinfal age ; a tree of Para- 
dise to yield fruits of prosperity ; the ever adorable lord of Pficvati ; 
the store-house of good qualities ; the vanquisher of Love. 

May Sambhu, who rewards the saints with eternal beatitude, 
difficnlt even for them to obtain, and who punishes the guilty j 
may that same Sankara grant me prosperity. 

Dohd 1. 
O my sotii, why dost thon not worship Rfima, whose bow ia 
Death and whose arrows are sharp, with whom the mefest instant 
•f time counts the same as an age and whose year ia a cycle 
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Sorathd I. 
After hoaring ocean's speech, the lord R&ma spoke and said to 
tis ministerB : " Why now delay ? make the bridge, that the 
army may pass over." Jdmbavaii clasped hU hands and replied : 
" Hearken, pride of the solar race ; your name, my lord, is the 
bridge, by aid of which men cross the ocean of life. 

ChaujxH, 
"What trouble then can there be about crossing this little 
stream?" Hearing this, the eon of the wind added: "By my lord's 
favor a fierce eabterranean fire had before now dried up the depths 
of the sea, but it was filled again by the floods of tears shed by the 
widows of his foes, and that is what makes it salt." On hearing 
Hanumftn's ingenioDS speech, the monkeys gazed with rapture on 
Bima's person. Then J&inbav&n spoke to the two brothers Nala 
and Nila, and explained to them all the circnmstances: "Keep 
your thoughts fixed on Bfima's power and begin building the 
bridge ; yon will find no difficulty." Again he addressed himself 
*o the whole raoukey host : " Hearken, all nf you ; 1 have one 
request to make ; only impress upon your soul Rima's lotus feet ; 
and then yon bears and monkeys will find the task a mere pastime. 
Away with yon, iny sturdy monkey troops, and bring hither heaps 
of trees and rocks." On hearing this, the monkeys and bears set 
forth hurrahing, ' Glory to EUma and all his might I' 

Doh& 2. ■ 

They plucked up and carried off in sport the biggest mountains 
and trees and brought them to Nala and ^ila, who set to work to 
build the bridge. 

Chaup4%. 
The enormous rocks, which the monkeys brought and gare 
them, were handled by Nala and Nila like mere pellets. When 
the all-merciful saw the charming construction of the bridge, he 
smiled and said : " This is a most exceedingly deli^tfnl spot : 
BO words can tell its immeasiireable dignity. I will set np here an 
image of Sambhn : I bare a great desire at heart to do ao." On 



)vGoO'^lc 



lakkX. 105 

bearing this, the monkey king sent a number of messengers to snm- 
mon and fetch all the great saints. After moulding a lingam in 
the prescribed manner and worshipping it, " there is none other," 
he cried, " bo dear to me as Siva. No man, tbongb he call himself 
a votary of mine, if he offend Siva, can ever dreara of really find- 
ing me. If he desire to serve me out of opposition to Siva bis 
doom is heU ; he is a fool of no understanding. 

Doha 3. 
They who either out of attachment to Siva dishonor me, or who 
serve me, but dishonor Siva, shall have their abode in the deepest 
hell till the end of the world. 

Chaupdi. 
AH who make a pilgrimage to B&mesvar on qiiittiog the body 
will go direct to niy sphere in heaven. Any one who brings and 
offers Ganges water, will, by the strength of his faith, be absorbed 
into the divine essence. To all who serve me unselfishly and with- 
out gnile Siva will grant the boon of faith. Whoever makes a 
pilgrimage to the bridge that I have built will without any trouble 
cross the ocean of existence." Rama's words gladdened the hearts 
of all, and the saints thereupon returned to their hermitages. This, 
Pirvati, is Efima's wayi he is always gracious to the humble. Nila 
and Nala built the bridge so cleverly that by Rama's favour they 
aoqatred brilliant renown. The rocks, which naturally sink them- 
selves and cause other things to sink also, were like so many rafts ; 
nor is this to be ascribed, to the power of the sea, or the virtue 
of the stone, or the action of the monkeys ; 

DoM 4. 

it was by ' the might of the blessed Bdma that the rocks mado 
a way across the sea. How dull of soul then are they who leave 
lUma to worship any other lord. 

Chaupai. 

When they had completed the bridge and made it thoroughly 
secure, the All-merciful was glad of heart at the sight. The passaga 
14 
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of the host was beyond all telling, with the clamour of the mnlti- 
tiide of warlike monkeys. The gracious Bama mounted a spot near 
the bridge and gazed upon the mighty deep. Then all the crea- 
tures of the sea showed themselves in their anxiety to behold the 
lord of compassion; every kind of crocodile, alligator, fish, and 
Serpent, with bodies a hundred leagues in length and of enormous 
size. After them were others, such that a single one could devour 
all the first swarm, while they again trembled no less before one of the 
swarm that followed them. They could not take their eyes off the 
h)rd, and in the general gladness of heart all were happy too-elher. 
You could not see the water, so thickly they covered it, as they 
gazed in delight on the vision of Hari. At their lord's command the 
army marched on ; who can describe the magnitude of the monkey 
host? 

DoU 5. 

The bridge was thronged with the crowd ; then eome of the 
monteys took to flying through the air, while others crossed over 
on the bac^s of sea monsters. 

i)Iiairpdi. 

"When the two brothers had gazed a while at the spectacle, the 
gracious RSnia smilingly advanced and crossed over with the host. 
The throng of monkey chiefs was more than I can describe. On 
the opposite shore the lord pitched his tent, and told all the mon- 
keys that they might go and feast on the goodly fruit and roots. 
On hearing this the bears and monkeys ran off in all directions. 
To please K4ma every tree was laden with fruit, whether it was 
in season or out of season, without any regard to the time of year. 
They devour the sweet fruit and shake the trees, and hurl masses 
of rock at the city of Lankfi. If ever they found a straggling 
demon, they all hemmed him in and led him a pretty danra, and 
finally bit off his nose and ears with their teeth and so let him go, 
. after making him hear of their lord's great deeds. Those who 
had lost their nose and ears went and told all to Bivan. When 
he heard of the bridging of the sea, the Ten-headed started up and 
cried in consternation : 
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Doha e. 

" What ! he has bridgeil the sea, with all the springs end 

streams' that fall therein, the great deep with all its waters I Can 

it be true that oneaa trembles, the lord of rivers, the store-houss 

of the waters, the receptacle of the floods I" 

Chaupdi. 
Then becoming conscious of the agitation he had displayed, ha 
turned with a smile to the palace, full of frantic imaginaUons. 
When Mandodari heard that the Lord had arrived, and had made 
notliing of bridging the sea, she took her sponse by the hand and 
led him to her own apartment, and besought him in these- humble 
and winning words, bowing her head at his feet and holding up the 
hem of her mantle^, " Be not angry, my beloved, but bearkea to 
my speech. You should fight, my lord, with one whom you may 
be able to subdue either by wit or strength. But the diflerenos 
between you and Rama is like that between a poor little tire-fly and 
the sun. He who slew the monsters Madhu and Kaitabha, who 
worsted Dili's valiant son, Hiranyaksba, who put Bali in bonds, and 
slew Sahasra-bahu, he it is who has now become incarnate to 
relieve earth of its burdens. my lord, do not fight against him, 
in whose hands are Death and fate and oar very life. 

DoM 7. 
Bow your head at Bdma's lotus feet and give him back Sita j 
then resign your throne to yonr son and retire into the woods aod 
there worship Enghunfith. 

Chaupdi. 

He is pitiful to the humble, like a tiger, who will not devour a 
man who comes to meet him. All that you had to do you have, 
done long ago ; you have vanquished gods and demons and all 
crealioji. The saints, B&van, have laid down this rule, that a 
king in his old ago should retire to the forest. There, my spouse, 

'Vana, — which ordiimrily meani'a forest,' most be takdn here in its varj' 
ODaBU&l sigaiQcation of a stream. - 

>Thi9 with women is a sign of the greatest hamilitj. The correapondiog 
Actiou amongst men is tu tie a cloth round their necli. 
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make yonr prayers to him, who ia the creator, preserver, and 
destroyer, even Rama, ever gvacious to the humble ; put away your 
self-love and pride, my lord, and worebip him. He for whom the 
greatest saints perforin all their labours, for whom kings leave their 
throne to become hermits, is this very king of Kosala, this Bdma, 
who has come here to show mercy Tipon yoa. Only submit to 
my advice, my spouse, and the glory of your renown shall spread 
through the three spheres." 

Dehii 8. 
So saying she clasped him by the feet, her eyes full of tears and 
trembling in every limb. " my lord, worship Banm, and your 
prosperity shall never be shaken." 

Clutupdi. 
Bfivan then raised the daughter of Maya from the ground and 
hegan, the fool, to boast of his own might. " Hearken, my beloved, 
you aro disturbed by idle fears ; is there any warrior in the world 
my equal ? Varuna, Kuver, the Wind-god, Yama, and Fate, anil 
all the regents of the eight quarters, have been subdued by the 
might of my arm. Gods, demons, and kinnars are all in my power : 
what cause can have arisen for these fears of yours?" Having thus 
said everything that be could to comfort her, he again went and 
took his seat in the Council. But Mandodari knew at heart that 
his arrogance was doomed to destroy him. In the council he 
enquired of hia ministers: " In what way shall we fight the enemy ?" 
They "replied; " Hearken, demon-king ; why question us thus 
again and again ? Consider now and say what there is to be afraid 
of; man, monkeys, and bears are our natural food." 

Dokd 9. 
But Prahasta, after list^iing to all they said, clasped his bands 
and cried — " Do not, my lord, act contrary to sound judgment; 
your counsellors have mighty little sense. 

C'haupdi. 
They have all spoken simply to please their master'; but good 
Tesulta do not come in that way. £. siiigle monkey leaped the oceao 
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and came hither ; what ho did you all know hy heart. What ! 
were noDe of yon hungry then, that you did not seize and derour 
him, when he set fire to the city. Pleaeant to hear but fraught 
with future trouble is the advice which your counsellors have given 
their lord. Come, air, tell me now, is he a mere man that we can 
devour, who has bridged the sea without any trouble, and has cross- 
ed over to Suvelfi with all bis army? What they say is all idle 
boasting. Hearken, aire, with due respect to my prayer, and do not 
in your arrogance account me a coward. There are plenty of people 
in the world who are ready to make or listen to pleasant speeches ; 
but few, my lord, who care either to hear or to give wholesome 
advice, if it sounds unpleasant. Hearken now to wise counsel ; 
first send an envoy, and when yon have restored SIta, do your best 
to make friends with him. 

Dohd 10. 
If he withdraws after recovering his wife, there will be no need 
of any farther dispute ; if otherwise, then, sir, face to face in the 
battle prepare for resolute enconnter. 

Cltaupdi. 
In either case my lord, if you accept my advice, yon will have 
glory in the world. The Ten-headed answered hia son in a fury. 
" Wretch, who has taught you to givesuch advice as this ?" From 
this time I have a doubt in my mind ; can a bamboo root have 
produced such a mere reed." On hearing hia father's savage and 
violent speech, he turned home saying these bitter words : " Good 
advice ia as much thrown away upon him as medicine ou a man 
doomed to die." Seeing that it was now evening, ftivan proceed- 
ed to the palaco, glancing with pride at his twenty arms. Ou the 
top of the Lank4 rock was a hall with a handsome court-yard, where 
he went and took his seat. A number of kinnars began to sing to 
the accompaniment of oymbals, drum and lute, while beauteous 
nymphs danced before him. 

Doftd 11. 

The delights that he here enjoyed exceeded a hundred-fold 
those of Indra : the moat powerful enemy might threaten, but no 
fear nor anxiety could disturb hia repose. 
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Now the valiant B^ma had crosaed over with hig army to 
mount Siiveli. There having noted one Bpecially lofty peak, hean- 
tiful and bright above all others, Lakshman with his own hands 
spread a couch of lovely flowers and freah twigs, which he covered 
with a fine soft deer's skio ; and here the All-merciful took his seat. 
The lord's head rested in the lap of the monkey king; to right 
and left of him were hia bow and quiver ; with his lotus hands he 
trimmed his arrows, while the prince of Lank& whispered texts of 
scripture in his ear. The highly favoured Aogad and Hanumin 
caressed Lis lotus feet, while behind him Lakshman kept watch as 
a sentinel, with quiver by his side and bow and arrows in hi& 
hands. 

Dohd 12. 

Thus sat Rima, a very store-houso of benignity, beauty, and 
all perfection. Blessed are they who with profound devotion ever 
contemplate him under this form.' As he looked towards the east 
the Lord observed the risen moon and cried to them all : " See the 
moon, like some dauntless lion, 

Chaupdi. 

that has its dwelling ia a cave of the eastern range, pre-eminent 

in might, majesty, and strength, rends as under the darkness as it 

were the head of a wild elephant, and p;icea the plain of heaven, a 

lion-like moon. The stars scattered about the sky like pearls are 

the jewels of beauteous night. "But," said the Lord, "tell me, 

my friends, each one of you, you opinion as to the stains on the 

moon." Said Sugriva :" Hearken, Rdma, it is only the shadow of 

the'earth that is seen iu the moon." Another said : " When fiSbu- 

attacked the moon, its bosom was made thus discoloured. A third 

suggested : " When Brahma fashioned Bati's face, he stole from 

the moon a part of its essence. And tbb is the bole that you see in 

the moon's surface showing the shadow of tho sky." Said the 

•Thiest 
doubt on occORD 
cDutempl^ae it 
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Lord : " The moon has a great liking for poisoo, and has given it 
a home in its ver; heart ; then darting abroad iDnnmerable empoi- 
soned rays, it tortures parted lovers." 

•Dohd 13. 

But Hannm&n cried : " Hear me, my Lord ; the moon is your 
devoted slave, and it is yonr image enshrined in the moon's bosom 
that cansea the darkness." The All-wise £Uma smiled to hear the 
speech of the iSon of the Wind ; then, turning towards the south, 
the All-meroiful spoke again : 



" Look, Vibhiahan, to the southern quarter— to the gathering 
clouds and the flashes of lightning. A pleasant sound of distant 
thunder is heard amidst the gloom ; there nill be some rain, think 
yon, or a storm of hail ?" Yibhiabau replied : " Mark me, Siro, 
there is neither lightning nor gathered cloud. On the top of the 
LankA hill there is a palace, where JEUvan witnesses the sports of 
the arena : the roynl umbrella held above his head presents the 
appearance of a mighty mass of cloud : the jewelled ornament ia 
Sdandodari's ears emits the flashes, my lord, that you take foe 
lightning ; while tJie incomparable music of the cymbals and drums 
is the pleasant sound that you hear, king of the gods." The 
lord smiled, and perceiving his arrogance strung his bow and 
fitted an arrow to the string. 

Dohd 14; 
A single shafl strack umbrella, orowD, and ear-drop ; in the 
sight of all they fell to the gronnd, and none could explain the mys- 
tery. Having performed this startling feat, R&ma's arrows returned 
and dropt into the quiver. But B&van and the whole assembly 
were much disturbed when they saw this interruption to their 
revel. 

Chaupdi. 

" There was no earthquake, nor wind to speak of, nor did we 
see a weapon of any kind," thus they pondered each to himseif. " I( 
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is certainly a most alarming ill omen," When B4van percoired 
that the assembly had taken fright, be smiled and invented an 
ingenious answer : " When a man's head falls, it is all up with him : 
but what is the harm if only his crown falls. Go home all of yon 
and go to sleep." They bowed and took their leave. But anxiety 
had settled in Mandodari's bosom the moment the jewed had dropt 
from her ear to the ground. With streaming eyes and hands 
clasped in prayer, she cried : " lord of my life, hearken to my 
petition. my husband, give over fighting against R&mn, and do 
not indulge your pride with the idea that he is a mere man. 

DoU 15. 

The jewel of the line of Raghn, believe what I say, is the 
omnipresent God, in whose every limb, as the Vedas declare, is the 
fabric of a world. 



His feet are the infernal regions, his head the abode of Brah- 
ma, and in every limb snbsists some separate sphere ; the play of 
his brows is the doom of fate, his eyes are the sun, his hair the 
dark thunder-clond, his nostrils are the twin suns of Asvini, and 
the constant winking of his eyes tho cause of day and night. His 
ears, as the Vedas declare, are the ten quarters of the heaven, his 
breath is the wind, and his articulate voice the scripture. His lips 
are greed and his teeth the terrors of death ; his smile is Mayd; his 
arms the regents of the quarters ; his face is the element of fire ; 
bis tongue, water, and his movements the creation, preservation, 
and destruction of the universe. The hairs on his body are the 
trees and bushes that grow on the earth; his bones the mountains, 
and the net-work of his veins the rivers ; his belly the sea, and his 
hinder parts hell. Everything may be called a manifestation of 
the omnipresent Lord, 

Dohd 16. 

who has Siva for his self-consciousness, Erahma for his intel- 
ligence, the moon for his mind, and the great First Principle for his 
60ul, who not only indwells ia man, but also assumes the fon& 
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of any animate or inanimate creature, the Lord God.' Hearken, 
my beloved, ponder upon this add cease to contend against the 
lord ; cherish a devotion to EAma's feet, and then my happy estate - 
shall never fail." 

Chaupdi. 

He I.inghed when he Iteard his .wife's speech. " Wonderful, 
indeed, is the power of iafatnation. The poets have trnly described 
woman's natnre. There are eight faults from which she is never free 
at heart: impmdence, falsehood, fickleness, infatuation, timidity, 
want of judgment, impurity, and illiberality. You have declared 
all the manifestations of the enemy and told me a most alarming 
story i but, my dear, I see through it at once and perfectly under- 
stand your kindness. I recognize your cleverness, my dear, for ia 
tiiis way you have exalted my power. Your words, f^ir dame, are 
obscure ; but they are anspicions when understood, though they 
sound alarming."* Then Mandodari perceived that her husband's 
tofatuation was the fated forernnner of bis min. 

'The trfmiQClogj brte employed is that of the Siokhyii philosophj,' sb- 
cotdbg to which eTerjthiog- is evolTed or produced from So original primordinl 
tattva, at eternally exiBtiflR essence, called I'rakriti. From it proceed seven 
piodiictions, whiob are also producers, BOd thence silteen other principles, 
which are prodQctians only, not prodocera. Soal, purmfia, the twenty-flfth e*. 
aence, is neither a prodnclion noi a producer. Tlie first productioD ot I'rak- 
tili is Buddhi, commonty called intellect or iDlellectnal perception and Tari- 
oaaly termed Mahat, from lit bebg the Gnat aonrce of the two other iolernal 

■ (acDltieg, Ahanhdra, ' aelf-coii scion sneaB,' and /Hanai or 'mind.' Third io order 
conieB this Alian/rira, the ' I making ' faculty, that is, sell-coDsciousnesa, or 
the sense of indiTidualiiy (sometimes convcideDtlj' lermed ego-ism) which pro- 
duces the neitSre principles, called Tan-m^lrai, or subtle elementary pirti- 
clea, out of which the grosser elements (_Mahd-hhlila) are erolved. Theae are 
Maia, ether ; mf^n, air i trja» OTj^olis, fire or light ; apat, water j and prithwi or 
bhumi, tarth. In addition to the five lan-mdlras, tlie third prqducor AhachHra 
plodnces also the eleren OTg«n>, viz., the fire organs of sense, budhiniriydsi, the 
ear, akin, eye, nose and tongue ; the flie organs of action, haimindrigtni, the la- 
rynl, h«nd, foot, »nd the excretory snd generative organs ; and an elcTcnth organ 
standing between theae two sets, called manai, ' the mind,' nhich is an internal 
organ of perception, Volition, and action. Thus, the eight producers, nit , Prak- 
riti, Buddhi, Ahanbara, and the five tan-matras, with the Hve- grosser elements 
and the eleven organs,'constitute the ti-ue eltmcnCs of the phenomenal world ; 
the most important— after the mere nninteligent original germ, Frahrili—heiog 
AAanidra. iSee Monier Williams' Indian Wisdom). It is toleiubly clear that 
theae categories were in the mind of Tuisi Dis at the time of writing, but he has 
employed them in a loose and popular way. Thus mahda, which is strictly a, 
eyuonym (or Ahauidra, seems in the teit to stand rather for Pmititi. Jn him 
J aaan's edition of tba text the wor<i« ate wrongly divided. As is frequently the 
case with native Sanskrit scholars when commentinB on Hindi literature, the 
editor would seem to hare read the passage too eicluslrely by the light of Sans- 
krit authorities. 

*The word BAaff-moehani would seem to be here itself need in an ob- 
scure sense, OS an illostration of the avoLiiguou!i language to which the 
speaker refers. Its ordinary signification would be 'delivering from fear ;' bat it 

may alaO be iuterpreted as ' lettiog loose ■' that ia, < cauaiag fear,' ■ alarming.' ' 

15 
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Dohd 17. 
Id such diyersa ways did B^van amnse himself until the dawn 
appeared, wbeo the lord of Lank^, fearleaa by nature and further 
blinded bj pride, entered the council chamber. 

^afka 2. 

Though the clouds rain ambrosia upon it, the bamboo neither 
flowers nor fruits ; so the soul of a fool never learns, though ho 
have Brahma and Siva for his teachers. 

Chaupdi. 

Now RSma woke at break of day and summoned his ministers 
to take counsel of them. " Qnick, tell me what course should be 
adopted." J^mbav&n bowed his head at his feet and said : " Hear- 
ken, omniscient observer of all men's hearts, perfection of wisdom, 
power, majesty, justice and every good quality. I thus advise you to 
the best of my ability : send the son of BAH as an ambassador.'' 
Every one heartily approved this good suggestion, and the A!I-raer- 
ciful said to Angad : " Son of B6li, wise, strong and virtuous, go 
to Lank^ my son, in my service. Why shonld I give you any 
lengthy instructions ? I am aware of your distinguished ability. 
Frame your address to the enemy in such a way that be will agree 
to my requirements." 

iSoratJia 3. 

Obedient to his lord's command and bowing at his feet Angad 
arose, crying ; " B4ma, any one on whom yon show favour be- 
comes poasMsed of every virtue. Yon have graciously granted me, 
my lord, yonr own good fortune for the accomplishment of this 
task of yours." At this thought the young prince esulfed at heart 
and his whole body quivered with excitement 

Chaupdi. 
After prostrating himself at his feet and imprinting the image 
of his majesty on his soul, Angad bowed to the assembly and went 
forth, dauntless by natnre and bis heart all aglow with the might 
of his lord, the delighter in battle, the gallant son of B41i. As 
he entered the city, he came across S&van's son, who was 
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pkyiog there. From words they proceeded to a struggle ; both of 
unequalled strength and in the prime of their yoath to boot. He 
raised his foot to kick Angad, nho at once seized him by it and 
swung him round and dashed him to the ground. All the demons, 
even the stoutest warriors among them, who saw the deed disper- 
sed hither and thither, but dared not give the alarm ; they did not 
even whisper to one another, but remained silent, when they saw hia 
death. A rumour, however, was noised through the city : " The 
monkey who set Lank4 on fire has come again ; what has God in 
store for us now?" Thus they ail pondered in excessive dismay. 
Without being asked they showed him the road : if he but looked 
at any one be withered away. 

Bohd 18. 

Then with Hs thoughts fixed on Itdma's lotus feet, he entered 
the Council Hall with the gait of a lion, glancing on this side and 
that, a bold and stalwart hero. 

C/taupdi. 

One of the demons was immediately despatched to report the 
news to Kavan. On hearing it, the Ten-headed cried with a laugh : 
"Go and bring this strange monkey here." On receiving this 
order, a number of his messengers ran and fetched the monkey-chief. 
In Angad's eyes the Ten-headed appeared like a mountain of black- 
ness endued with life ; his arms like trees, his head a rocky peak, 
the hair on his body as it were all kinds of creepers, and bis mouth, 
nose, eyes and ears like caves and chasms in the rock. Without 
the slightest trepidation of heart he entered the Court, the son of 
Bali ; most dauntless of heroes. The assembl}' rose at the sight of 
Hie monkey ; but in Savan's heart was ungovornable fury. 

Dohd 19. 

As when a lion enters among a herd of mad elephants, so after 
bowing to the assembly he took his seat, his thoughts ever fixed oa 
Kama's power. 

Cliaupdi. 

Eavan asked : " Monkey, who are you ?" "1 am an ambassador 
for Bama, R^van. There was friendship between you and my father ; 
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and on that acoount, brother, I have come (o you to do yon a ser- 
vice, or high descent, tlie grandson of Fulastya, you duly wor- 
shipped Siva and Brahma, obtained yoar prayer of them, accom- 
plished all you undertook and conquered the guardians of the 
eight qnarters and every earthly sovereign. Mow under the inBa- 
ence of royal arrogance or some delusion yon have carried oflF Sila, 
the mother of the world. Yet hearken to my friendly advice and 
the lord will still pardon you. Put a straw between yoar teeth 
and an axe to your throat, and with all your family anJ your own 
wife and with Janah's daughter placed respectfully at your head, 
go all of you in thits wise without any alarm, 

Dohd 20. 
crying, '0 jewel of ihe race of llaghn, defender of the suppliant, 
save now me, even mc,' and when bo hears your piteous cry the lord 
will set yoar mind at rest." 

C/iaiepS. 
" Ah, you wretched monkey, taka care what you are saying. 
Fool, do you not know that I am the declared enemy of the gods ? 
Tell me your own name and your father's, friend, and through what 
relation you claim alliance." My name is Angad ; I am the son of 
B^i, with whom ynu once were on terms of friendship." Oa 
hearing Angad's reply, he was confused. " I admit, monkey, that 
it was so with Dali : but if Angad is that Bali's son, he has been 
born as a firebrand for the destmction of his race. The womb 
that bftro you, forsooth, was not pregnant for nothing; who with 
your own month confess yourself a hermit's envoy. Tell me now, 
is all well with Eiili?" Angad laughed and replied : " Ten days 
hence go to Bili and embrace your old friend and ask him yourself 
of his welfare. He will tell you the kind of welfare that resulls 
from fighting against Ltama. Hearken, fool ; ho is the man divided 
against himself whose heart is closed to the divine Baghubir. 

DoM 21. 
I, forsooth, am the destroyer of my race, while yoa, Hivan, are 
the preserver of yoar?. Who can say that you are bUud or deaf 

while you have twcniy eyes and twenty ears? 
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Chaupdi. 

What ! I disgrace my family by acting as bis ambassador, 
n-liose feet Siva and Brahma and all the gods am\ saints desire to 
serve : your heart should burst asunder for entertaiuic^jaach au idea." 
Wlien he hoard the monkey's fierce rejoinder, Bavan glared at 
him and cried : " Wretch, I suffer all your abuse because I under- 
stand the maxims of state-craft and religion," Said the monkey : 
" 1 have beard of the piety and virtue you showed iu stealing away 
auotber man's wife ; and how you were so good and patient that 
you did not drown yourself at the sight of your moasengers and 
watchmen, aud from pious motives forgave the wrong when yon 
saw your sister with her nose and ears cut off. Your piety and 
virtue are renowned throughout the world ; I am most fortunate 
in being able to see you." 

Vohd 22. 

" Prate no more, yoH sthpid brute, but look at my arms, you 
impudent monkey, very Hdhus as they have proved to eclipse the 
fuII-moon-Uke might of the Lokpdls : while Sambhu and Katliis in 
the palm of my lotus hand were but as the stately swan in the 
heavenly lake* 

Chaupdi, 

Hearken, Angad ; toll me what champion there is in all your 
army who is a match for me. Your lord has lost strength through 
pining for his bride; his younger brother too is all sad and forlorn; 
you and Sugriva are each the corse of your family ; while my 
brother is an utter coward. Your counsellor, Jambavan, is so 
stricken in years that ha can no longer enter the field of battle. 
Kala and Iflla are good architects, and there is one monkey, no 
doubt, of exceptional strength, he who came first and set fire to the 
city." On hearing this Angad replied: " Tell me the truth now, 
O demon king ; is it a fact that a monkey burnt down your city ? 
A poor little monkey set Bavan's capital on fire I Who, on hearing 
this said, could believe it true? He, Bavan, whom you extol as so 
distinguished a champion, is only one of Sugriva's inferior runners. 
He is a good one to gQ> bat no fighter : we only sent him to get 
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Is it trua that a monkey set fire to tbe city without any order 
from hi* lord ? This is why he did not go back to Sugriva, but 
kept himself out of sight for fear. All that you have said, 
Baran, is quite true, and I am not in the least angry at hearing it : 
there is not any one in our army who would bo a fair mat«h for you. 
Take your friends and enemies from among your equals is a good 
sound maxim : if a lion kills a frog, who thinks it a fine deed ? 
Though it is no glory to Kama to kill you, however great your 
offence, still, mark me, Ravan, the fory of the Kshatriya clau is 
hard to withstand." The monkey foe set his heart on fire with the 
arrows of speech shot forth from the bow of sarcastic eloquence, and 
it was, so to speak, only with a pair of pincers that the dauntless 
B4van could got out a rejoinder. At last he laughed and cried : 
" A monkey has at all events one good quality ; he nill do anything 
to serve the man who feeds him. 

Chaupdi, 
Bravo for a monkey who regardless of shame dances up and 
down in his master's service ; dancing and jumping about to amuse 
the people, he does his duty by his master right well. All of your 
race, Angad, are devoted to their lord ; it is quite natural for you 
■to speak of your master's good qualities in the way you do. I am 
very sagacious iu appreciating merit, and therefore X pay no attention 
to your insolent tirade." Said the monkey: "Hauuman gave me 
a very true account of your generosity. Though he had laid waste 
yonr garden, killed your son and set fire to your city, still you 
would not do him any harm. It was in reliance upon your magna- 
nimity, Eavan, that I have been thus outspoken. Now that I am 
here, I see that whatever a monkey may say will neither put you 
to shame nor excite you to anger or resentment." " Your cleverness, 
monkey, is so great that it might well be the death of your father." 
So cried the Ten-headed and burst into a laugh. " If I killed my 
father, it just now occurs to me that I shall next kill you. It is 
only because I remember BAU's honour and renown that I do not 
slay you, you wretched braggart. Come, lUvan, tell me how many 
B&rans there are in the vorld, or listen while I tell you how many 
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I have heard of. One went Jowa into bell to conquer Bali, where 
the children tied him up in the stable and made sport of bim and 
bnffeted bim, till Bali took pity on him and let bim go. Another 
again was discovered by Sahasra-bdbu, who ran and secured him as 
a curiosity and'took him home for a show, tUl saint Palastya came 
and rescued bim, 

DoJtd 24. 
Another, as I am ashamed to say, was held tight under B&li's 
arm. Do not be angry,* R4vaD, hut t«ll me the truth, which of all 
these are you ?" 

Chaupdi. 

" Hearken, fool ; I am that mighty R&van, the action of whoso 
arms is well-known by Kail^ and his valour by Siva ; for him I 
worshipped not with flowers but with my own heads, which I took 
off with my own lotus hands times innumerable, when I worshipped 
Tripurdri. The guardians of the eight quarters know the might of 
my arms ; in their heart, you fool, is sore distress to-day. The 
elephaots who support the world learnt also the hardness of my 
chest whenever 1 closed with them in conflict ; their mighty tusks, 
though never broken before, snapt off like radishes when they struck 
against my front. As 1 moved, earth quivered like a small boat 
when a wild elephant steps into it. I am that glorious and renowned 
Bivan ; have you no ears to hear, yon lying chatterer ? 

Dohd 25. 
This is the lUvan of whom you make tight, while you exalt a 
mere man. Ah vile monkey, infamous wretch, are you at last 
beginning to nnderstand P" 

Chaupdi. 
On hearing this, Angad replied indignantly : " Give over 
talking, you pitiful boaster. He, whose axe was like a fire to con- 
sume Sahasra-bfihn's mighty forest of arms ; whose sword, was like 
the tide of the salt sea, in which kings innumerable have been 
drotrned time after time ; and at the sight of whose majesty every 
the poem frith the 
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one took to flight, how can be be aeooimted a man, yon wrotcbed 
Kftvan ? How can Rdma be a mere man, you arrogant fool ? Is 
K&madeva ao ordinary archer ; is the Ganges merely a river ; the 
cow of plenty only a cow ; tbo tree of Paradise only a tree ; is charity 
only 80 mnub grain ; is ambrosia any liquid ; Qarfir a mere bird, 
Sheshn&g a serpent, and the philosopher's stone, Rdvan, only a 
stone? Hearken, dull of nnderstandiug ; which is the greater 
prize, a place in Vaikuntb or absolute faith in Rama ? 

DoM 26. 
Fool, how was it that the monkey Bannm&n escaped, after 
trampling on the pride of you and yonr army, laying waste yonr 
garden, setting fire to your city and slaying your son ? 

Chanpdi. 

Hearken, Bdvan ; have done with conceit and worship R&ma the 
All-merciful. If you are foolish enongh to provoke Bdma, neither 
Brahma nor Radra has the power to protect you. Do not puff 
yourself out with vain delusions ; if yon fight against R&ma, this will 
be your fate: smitten by RAma's arrows, your many heads will fall 
to the ground, in front of the monkeys, and they and ibe bears will 
play polo with them, as if they were ao many balls. When Rama 
waxes wroth in battle, his arrows Hy quick and terrible. Will yoa 
then persist in yonr vain boasting and not rather be wise and adore 
his clemency ?" On hearing these words R4van t1are<l up afresh, 
like a blazing fire npon which butter has been cast, 

Dohd 27. 
" Have yon never heard of my brother Kumbba-karan and ray 
renowned son Indrajit and of my own valour, by which I have 
conquered the whole universe ? 

Chatipdi.] 
Fool, with the help of his monkey friends he has bridged the 
seit, but what is that to bo prond of? Birds innumerable 
traverse the ocean, yet they are no heroes. Now mark me, 
monkey: my arms are like a sea filled with a flood of strength, 
beneath which many gods, men and heroes have been drowned. 
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Who 18 there so strong that he can overcome these twenty unfathom- 
able and boundless oceans ? I even made the Dig-p&ls draw water 
for me. Yon have told me, poor wretcb, of your king's renown, but 
if your lord is ao valiant in battle as one would judge from the way 
in which yon hurp on his achievements, then why does he send 
an ambassador? Is he not ashamed to make terms with an enemy? 
Look at my arms, which could treat mount Kailfts as a mere chnm- 
ing-stick, and then, foolish monkey, sing, if you will, the praises 
of your lord. 

Dohd 28. 
What hero is there equal to B&van, who, with his own hands, 
cut off his own heads, and delighted to cast them into the fire, time 
after time, as Siva b witness. 

. Chaupdi. 
When I saw the skull burning, with the letters traced on my 
forehead by the Creator, and read that my death was to be at the 
hands of a man, I laughed, for I knew the divine prophecy to be 
nntrne. When I remember this, I have no fear : Brahma must 
have written when he was old and stupid. Are you not then 
ashamed, yon fool, to keep boasting of any warrior's strength aa 
compared with mine ?" Angad replied : " There is no one in the 
whole world, R&van, so shamefaced as you. Your modesty is so 
innate that you never yourself speak of your own merits. You 
are always thinking of the old story of your heads and the moun- 
tain,* and that is the reason why you tell it me twenty times 
over. Bury deep in your heart the remembrance of that strength 
of arm by which you overcame Sahasra-bihu and Bali and Bili ; 
bat hearken, O dull of soul, make the business complete ; if a man 
who cuts off his head is a hero, what a hero a juggler must be, 
who with his own hands cuts his whole body to pieces. 

A moth is infatoated enough to burn itself to death, and an ass 

bears any burden, but they are not called heroes : look, stupid, and 

understand. 

■That is to se.y, of how jon cat oS. jour ten heads as a socrifloe to Sira 
knd how JOQ uprooKd mount Eailia. ' 

16 
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Chaupdi. 
Boast no more in arrogant speech, but listen modestly to my 
advice. I have not come, Kfivan, as an envoy to propose terms, 
bat Raghubir has sent me from anotlier motive. In his mercy he 
has said again and agaia, ' It is no honour for a lion to kill a 
jackal.' Pondering at heart on my lord's words, I have submitted, 
wretch, to your injurioas speech ; otherwise, I would have broken 
yonr head and carried off Sita, the fair bride. I know all about your 
strength, vile enemy of heaven, how in Hari's absence you robbed 
liim of bis wife. Yonr pride, demon king, is great, but I am the 
messenger of Rima'e servants, and if I were not afraid of displeas- 
ing him, 1 would as soon as look at yon make you a perfect 
spectacle. 

After dashing you to the ground and routing your army and 
destroying yonr city, 1 would have cairied off Sita with all the 
ladies of your household. 

Chaupdi. 
If I bad done so, it would still be no great matter ; there is 
no valour shewn in slaying the slain. Now an outcast, a man 
mad with Inst, a miser, a destitute beggar, a man in disgrace, a 
man in extreme old age, one who is always ill or always in a pas- 
sion, a rebel against Yishtia, a hater of religion and the saints, a man 
who thinks only of his own body, a scandal-monger and a man 
thoroughly vicious, these twelve even while they live are no 
better than oorpses. On this acconnt, wretoh, I do not slay yon, 
but do not provoke me further." On hearing this, the demon king 
cried in a fury : — " Though small of stature, yon have spoken big 
words. O foolish monkey, he of whose might you vaunt so fiercely, 
has DO might, or sense, or glory at all. 

Dohd 31. 
Seeing him to be of no worth or dignity, his father banished 
Lim, which is a sorrow to him as also is the loss of his wife, and 
his terror of me oppresses him night and day. Frond as you are 
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of his might, * then are thousands of men like him, whom my 
demous devour every day and night. Cease your perverseness, 
fool, and come to your soosea." 

Chaupdi, 

When he thas abused Bdma, the monkey pnnoe waxed wroth. 
Those who open thetr ears to attacks upon Hari and Hara are . 
gnilty as if they had killed a cow. The huge monkey gnashed 
his teeth and taking him in his two arms hurled him furiously to 
the ground. The earth shook, the assembly quaked and took to 
flight as if driven by a hurricane of terror. Bivan raised himself 
from his fall and sat up, hut his magnificent diadems had fallen to' 
the ground ; part he took and re-arranged on his heads, part 
Angad despatched to his lord. When the monkeys saw the crowns 
coming, they ran away, crying — " Good God, here are stars falling 
in the day time, or B&vaa in his fury has sent forth four thunder- 
bolts that come with rushing speed." The lord smiled and said — 
" Fear not at heart ; here is no star, nor sword, nor either Ketu or 
lUhu ; those are B&van's crowns, which come as despatched fay 
the 8oa of B&ll" 

Dohd 32. 

The son of the wind sprang forward and caught them in his hand 
and brought and laid theni at his lord's feet ; the bears and mon- 
keys gazed in astonishment at the sight, for their brilliancy was 
like that of the sun. On the other hand, B&van in his wrath cried 
furiously to one and all — " seize the monkey, seize him aixi kill 
him." Angad heard and smiled. 

Chaupdi. 

" In like manner sally forth in haste, all ye mighty men, and 
devour every bear and monkey wherever ye find one. Go and 
leave not a single monkey in the whole world, but take alive the 
two hermit brothers." The prince replied indignantly ; — " Are you 
not ashamed to bluster like this. Cut your throat and die, you 
reckless destroyer of your own family ; does not your heart crack 
at the sight of his power. Ah I villainous woman-stealer, compound 
of all that is mean and impure, sensual dullard, though at death's 
dooc, you still babble abuse ; Fate has you in his toils, wretched 
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cannibal. Bertj&fter yon Bhallreap the froit of this, tvheD the bears 
and monkeys belabour yon, but nhen yon tbus epeak of B&ma as a 
man, I wonder your prond tongue does not drop off, and beyond a 
doubt it will drop off to the ground, head and all, in the battle. 

Soraihd i. 

How can he be a mere man, lUvan, who slew Bali with a sin- 
gle arrow ? you are blind with all your twenty eyes ; a curse on 
your birth, 3'ou base-born fool. Rama's arrows are all aUiirst to 
drink your blood; for fear of him I spare you, insolent boaster, 
oontemptible demon. 

Chaupdi 
I am quite able ib smash your jaws, but Rtima has given me no 
order, otherwise I am so enraged that I would cleave asunder your 
ten heads and take up Lank^ and drop it in the sea. Your Lanka 
is like a fig on a gular tree, and you the unsuspecting insect that 
lives in it. I, like a monkey, would lose no time in eating the fruity 
but the gracious Bdma has given me no order." On hearing this 
simile, B&van smiled : — "Fool, where did yoa learn to tell sachlies? 
Bali never blustered like this ; intercourse with the hermits has 
made you such a boaster," " If I do not tear ottt your ten tongues. 
Twenty-arms, of a truth, I am a mere boaster." " As he thought on 
noma's power, the monkey waxed wroth ; he planted his foot 
firm and offered the assembly this wager : — " If yon can stir my 
foot, yon wretoh, Bima will return home, and I shall lose Sita." 
" Hearken, champions all," cried H4van, " seize this monkey by the 
leg and throw him to the ground." Indrajit and the other men of 
valonr in their different ranks all rose with joy, but though they 
fell upon him with their full strength and with many a trick, hia 
foot did not stir, and they bowed their head and sat down again. 
At last the scourge of heaven rose to the contest ; bat the monkey^s 
foot moved no more, Garur, than the standard of selfishness plant- 
ed in the soul of a hypocrite, which there is no shaking. 

I}okd 33. 
Millions of warriors, Meghnfid's peers, arose with joy and essay- 
ed the wrestle ; but the monkey's foot did not stir, and they bowed 
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the head and sat down again. The pride of the enemy was broken, 
when they saw that the monkey's foot was moved from the groand 
as little as the sonl of a saint abandons the maxima of morality, 
though assidled by a tboosand difSculties. 

Chatipai, 
When they saw the monkey's strength, they were all diBcom- 
Torted at heart, till ha himself arose to try the test. On his grasp- 
ing his foot, Bali's son cried : — " There is no safety in olinging to 
my feet ; why, fool, do you not go and clasp Blima's feet?" On 
hearing this, he turned away full sorry at heart, robbed of all his 
dignity, and his Qiajesty clean gone from him, as when the moon 
shows faintly in the day-time. With bowed head he took his seat 
on his throne, like one despoiled of all his possessions. How oau 
there be any rest for an enemy of Rama, the sonl of the world, the 
lord of life ? O [Tm4, the play of R&ma's eye-brows now creates 
a universe and now again destroys it. He makes a blade of grass 
into a thunderbolt and again a thunderbolt into a blade of grass ; 
how could his messenger fail ia his challenge ? Again the monkey 
urged npon him sound advice in ovory possible way ; but he would 
not listen ; his time had drawn near. After thus trampling on the 
pride of the enemy and exalting his master's fame, the son of king 
B&li left with this taunt : — " Shall I not slay you on the field after 
making a mock of you, why then should I now honour yon ?" 
When Ravan heard that the monkey on his first arrival had killed 
his son, he was sore distrest at heart; the demons, too, who had 
witnessed Angad's challenge, were all greatly disturbed. 

Vohd 34. 

Having cmshed the power of the enemy, the mighty monkey, 
the son of Biili, his body quiveriug with emotion, and his eyes full 
of tears, clasped in delight Rama's Iotas feet. Finding it was even- 
ing, B&van returned sadly to the palace, where Mandodari again 
spoke aud advised him. 

thaupdi 

" Befleot, my husband, and abandon ill counsel ; it is not well 
for you to fight against Rama. His younger brother drew a little 
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beloved, yon will Dsver conquer Tiim in battle, whose simple messen- 
ger hos done sncli great acts. Having lightly leaped across the 
sea, the monkey like a dauntless lion entered your Lankft, killed 
your watchmen, lud waste yonr garden, slew AcJiobba as soon as 
he looked at him, and then set fire to the whole of the dty and 
roduood it to ashes. What place is now led you for pride of power ? 
Cense, my spouse, from idle vaunts and take my words a little to 
heart. Do not suppose that B&ma is a mere earthly king, but 
recognize in him the lord uf all animate and inanimate creatiou, of 
infinite power. M&rioha felt the force of his arrows ; but you, poor 
wretch, will not liatfin to his proposals. Janak's court was crowd- 
ed with kings, you too were there in all your might, but he broke 
the bow and wedded 8ita ; why did you not conqoer hint in battle 
then? The son of Indra felt his strength a little, whose life ho 
spared after putting out one of his eyes, and you have certainly 
seen Burpanakha's condition ; yet still yoar heart continues abso- 
lutely uncowed ? 

Dohd 35. 

Know, B4vai], that this is he, who slew Viradha and Ehara and 
Ddshau, and with the greatest ease killed Kabaodh and disposed of 
BA,li with a single arrow. 

C/iawpdi. 

He bridged the ocean as a mere pastime and with all his army 

crossed over to iSnvela. But the glory of the solar race is full of 

compassion, and out of regard to you despah^ed an envoy, who in 

the midst of yoar court trampled on yoar power, Uke a lion let loose 

upon a herd of elephants. Seeing that Angad and Hanum4n are 

his servants, such brave and lusty leaders of the fray, how oaa you, 

my spouHO, persist in calling him a man ; you are bewildered by 

the intoxication of pride and self-conceit. my husband, when 

the qunrrol is against B4ma, fato prevents reastm from working in 

the soul. It is not with uplifted club that fata strikes, but by 

'Thia line wns drawn round Sit*, as a barrier a«^ii8t the demona. The 
ciicmnstonce is told in the Sanskrit Kimiyaoa, and Tulsi Das, who refeia to it 
here, forgeta that he had omitted to mention it in his own t>oem. 
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robbing* a man of his religion, big strength, and his faculty of 
reason. Whenever, Sir, a man's fate is near at hand he becomes 
infatuated like yon. 

Dohd 36. 

He has slain your two sons and set your city on fire ; to-day, O 
my husband, let him have your answer. O my lord, adore the 
mercy of lUma and thus vtin for yourself the highest renown." 
Chavpdi. 

He heard his wife's speech though it pierced like an arrow, and 
then arose and went into the couacil-cbamber, for it was now dawn. 
As he took his seat on his throne, he swelled with escess of pride ; 
all his terror was forgotten. On the other side, Rdma Bummoned 
Angad, who came and bowed bis head at his lotos feet, hot he, with 
the utmost courtesy, seated him by his side and then said, with a 
smile, the gracious Khar4ri : — " son of B41i, I am fall of curiosity, 
answer truly, my son, to what 1 ask you. lUvan is the diief of all 
die demon race, and the tmbrunded might of his arm is famons 
throughout the world — how then did you send me fonr of his crowns ? 
Tel! me, my son, by what device you secured them ?" "Hearken, 
All-wise protector of the humble, they were not crowns, but the four 
prerogatives of a king— conciliation, concession, snhjtigation, and 
division, which, as the Yedas say, abide in a king's soul. Having 
recognized the gracions feet of kingly polity and religion, they 
came of themselves to dieir lord. 

DoU 37. 

Leaving the impious B&van, the rebel against his lord, the 
death-doomed, hia kingly prerogatives— mark me, monarch of Ko- 
sala — have come to yon," On bearing this most ingenions fancy, 
the gracious R^a smiled, and the son .of B^i then proceeded to 
give him all the news from the fort. 
Chanpdi. 
When Biima had beard his report of the enemy, he called all 
his ministers to him. " Take counsel as to how we should attack 
the four great gates of Lankfi.* Then the king of the monkeys 
and the king of the bears and Vibhishan, mindfnl at heart of the 
glory of the solar race, took counsel and settled a plan, and divided 
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^he monkey army ioto fonr companies. After exalting their lord's 
power, they issaed their orders ; and the monkeys no sooner heard 
them than they rushed forward, roaring like lions. First, they 
bowed their head with joy at R&ma's feet and then the heroes sal- 
lied forth, with the peaks of monntains in their hands, roaring and 
leaping, bears and monkeys alike, and sbonting * Glory to Raghu- 
bir, the sovereign of Kosala V Though they knew that Lank& 
was a most formidable stronghold, they went on undismayed, in 
the strength of their lord, spreading like a eland over the whole 
horizon, and with trumpeta at their mouth making loud muaio. 

DcU 38. 
' Glory to R&ma, glory to Lakhsman, glory to the monkey 
chief, Sugrival' such was the lion roar of the great and valiant 
monkeys and bears. 

Chaupdi. 

Lank& was full of the utmost confusion ; but Eavan heard the 
news with his wonted arrogance. " Bae the impudence of these 
monkeys" he eaid with a smile and summoned his demon host. 
" These monkeys have come by the decree of fate ; my demons 
wanted a meal" — so saying the wretch burst into a load laugh — 
" and God has provided them with one without their going abroad 
to seek it Sally forth in every directjou, my warriors all, and 
seize these bears and monkeys and devour them." Um&, Efi- 
van's conceit was as great as that of the sandpiper, when it goes to 
sleep with its legs in the air.' On receiving their orders, the 
demons sallied forth, armed with slings and mighty )avelias, clubs, 
maces, and trenchant axes, pikes, swords, bludgeons, and masses of 
rock. Like foul carnivorous birds that swoop down open a heap 
of mbiea which they have espied, and after breaking their beaks 
upon them find out their mistake, so these man-eating monsters 
rushed forth in their folly. 

DoM 39. 

Taking bow and arrows and weapons of every description, 
myriads upon myriads of the stoutest and most valiant demons 
climbed up to the battlements of the fort. 

tAnd thinks tiiat they h«lp U> support the eJtj, 
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Chavpdi. 

The battlements of tlje fort looked like the peaks of Meru amidst 
dense clouds. Drums and other instrumenis of music sounded fur 
tlie fray, and the soul of the warriors was stirred by ttoir crash. 
The trumpets and clarions brayed so fiercely that even a coward 
on hearing them would forget his fear. The throng of monkeys 
could not be seen for the mighty statnre of the warrior bears. They 
rush on, making no account of the most precipitous passes, but 
tearing down the rocks and ao clearing a way for themselves. 
Grinding their teeth and biting their lips in their excess of fury, 
myriads of warriors shout aloud, there calling upon Bavan and 
here upon Bima, ' Glory and victory, the battle has begun.' If 
the demons cast down any mountain crag, the monkeys with a 
bound would seize it and hurl it back. 
Chkand 1. 

The furious monkeys and bears lay hold of the mountain crags 
and hurl them against the fort. They join in closer struggle, seizing 
an antagonist by one leg and dashing him to the ground, and if he 
takes to flight challenging him again to the combat. With a bold 
dash and a vigorous spring they bound up the heights of the fort ; 
and every palace, inf^ which the bears and monkeys penetrated, 
resounds with songs in Rfima's praise. 

DoM 40. 
Again, taking each a demon in his clutch, the monkeys ran 
off and then dropt to the ground so as to crush their prey beneath 
them. 

Cfiavpdi. 
Strong in the power of B&ma, the monkey host overcame the 
throng of demon warriors, and having climbed the fort, made it 
rng all over with shouts of glory to Eaghubir, the sun of majesty I 
The demons fled headlong, like thunder-clonds driven by a strong 
■wind. There was a grievous wailing throughout the city, children 
drying and women in diro distress. All agreed in abusing K4van 
the king, who had thus invited ruin. When he heard that his 
{ottat bad been routed, the lord of Lanki indignantly rallied his 
17 
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captaiDS : " If I hear of any one turning his back in battle, I 
will slay him myself with my terrible sword. After devouring all 
my sabstance and feasting as you pleased, yon now on the field of 
battle think of nothing but your own safety." On hearing these 
stern words, tbe chiefa were all frightened and ashamed. Working 
themselves into a fury they sallied forth again crying : ' It is 
the glory of a warrigr to die with hia face to the foe,' and all desire 
to live entirely left them. 

X>o/irf 41. 
Arming themselves with weapons of every description, the gal- 
lant chiefs pressed forward to the fray, challenging the enemy one 
after tbe other, and so wielding maee and javelin that they sorely 
discomfited the bears and monkeys. 

Chaupdi. 
Overcome with terror, the monkeys began to fly, although, Uma, 
they had already won the victory. Said one : " Where are Angad 
and Hanum^ ? where Nala and Uila and tbe stalwart Dwivid ?" 
Hannmdn heard that his troops were in distress, bnt the hero was 
kept at the western gate. There Meghn^ led the defence, nor was 
it possible to force the gate, so great was its strength. Then the 
son of the wind waxed exceeding wrath of soul ; with a terrible 
roar, as though the end of the world had come, the hero made a 
boand and sprang upon the top of Lanki, then seizing a rock he 
rushed upon Meghn^, shattered his chariot, hurled its driver to 
tbe ground, and struck the prince himself with his foot in the chest. 
Another charioteer, seeing him senseless, threw him on to his car 
and brought him home with speed. 

Dohd 42. 
When Angad heard that Hanumdn had made his way into the 
fort alone, he too, the adrentnrous warrior, bounded forward to 
join in his monkey sports. 

Chaupdi. 
Maddened by the battle and full of fury, the two monkeys, 
mindful at heart of Rama's glory, rushed upon B&Tan's palace, 
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and shoatiog 'The king of Kosala to the rescnel' overthrew the 
whole building, so that not a pinnacle was left standing. When the 
demon chief saw this, he^ was dismayed ; while the women all 
struck their breasta crying, ' Now two of these pestilent monkeys 
have come.' After terrifying them with their monkey tricks, and 
proclaiming the praises of Ramchandra, they grasped each a golden 
pillar in their hand and cried, ' Let us now make a beginning of 
destruction.' With a roar, they rushed into the midst of the enemy's 
army, and began laying them low with mighty strength of arm, 
here a kick and there a blow ; crying ' Worship 'Rkmn or take tha 
consequences.' 

Dohd 43. 

Overthrowing one after another they strike off their heads and 
hurl them away, so that they fall at fUvan's feet smashed in pieces 
like so many earthen pots. 

Chaupdi. 
Whenever they caught any great chief, they seized him by the 
log and threw him to their lord. Yibhishan mentioned their names 
and B&ma assigned them his own sphere in heaven. Thus, man- 
eating monsters, who had devoured even the flesh of a Brahman, 
obtained a translation such as even devotees desire. Um&, 
B4ma is tender-hearted and full of compassion, and bestowed salva- 
tion upon them for this reason, that the demons had taken hia 
name albeit in a spirit of enmity. Tell me, Bhavani, who else 
would bo BO merciful. Dull of heart indeed and utterly wretched 
are the men who, on hearing of such a lord, do not abandon, their 
errors and worship him. Angad and HanumAn— thus oried the 
lord of Avadh — have forced their way into the fort and Lanki 
with the two monkeys makes a sight like the sea churned by two 
Mount Herns. 

Dohd 44. 

After crushing the host of the enemy with the might of their 
arm, they perceived that it was now the close of day, and forgetting 
all their fatigue they both came bounding into the presence of their 
lord. 
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Chaupdi. 

They bowed the head at their Idrd's lotus feet, Und he was glad 
at heart to soe his champions again. Graciously he looked upon 
them both, and at once their fatigue passed away, and they were 
completely refreshed. On learning that Angad and Haiiutnl^ii had 
gone, many warriors among the bears and monkeys turned from 
the field ; while the demons, recovering their strength at night-fall, 
made a fresh onset, crying ' R&van to the rescue !' At the sight of 
the demon army, the monkeys turned again ; there was everywhere 
gnashing of teeth as the heroes closed ia the fray. In both gallant 
armies, the loaders impatiently challenged the foe, and fought as 
thofe who will not hear of defeat. The valiant demons were all 
black of hue ; the huge monkeys of many different colours. Both 
armies were equal in streagth, with equally matched champions, 
the passion with which they fought was a sight to see ; as when in 
the rains, or the autumn, masses of cloud are driven against ono 
another by the force of the wind. When the line began to break, 
the chiefs Akaaipan and AtikAya had recourse to jugglery, and all in 
a minute it became pitch dark, and there was a shower of blood, 
stones, and dust, 

£>ohd 45. 

Seeing the dense darkness all around, the monkey host became 
perplexed ; it was impossible to see one another ; there was every- 
-wliere a great shouting. 

C/iaupdi. 
Bama understood the secret of it all and called to Angad and 
Hanumdn and explained to them what was going on. The mighty 
monkeys had no sooner heard than they rushed forth in a fury ; 
but the all-merciful with a smile drew his bow and at once let fly 
a fiery arrow. Light shone forth, and tbere was no darkness any- 
where, as when at the dawn of intelligence all doubts disappear. 
Having recovered the light, the bears and monkeys forgot all their 
fatigue and alarm and pressed on exultingly. Hanum&n and Angad 
thundered aloud on the field of battle, and at the sound of their 
rearing the. demons Red ; but the bears and monkeys, seizing them 
in their flight, dashed them to the ground, performlBg prodigies of 
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valour, or catching them by the leg hurled them into the sea, 
where alligators, serpents, and iish enapped them up and devoured 
them. 

Vohd 46. 
Some were killed outright, some were wounded, some fled baok 
•to the fort ; the bears and monkeys shouted for joy over the rout 
of the enemy's strong force. 



Seeing that it was now night, the four divisions of the monkey 
host returned to the lord of Kosala. As soon as Rima cast his 
gracious glance upon them, all their fatigue was at onca forgotten. 
On the other hand, Bavan summoned his ministers and told them 
all how his champions had been killed : " the monkeys have des- 
troyed half my army ; tell me atonce what counsel should be adopt- 
ed." Thereupon Malyavfio, a very aged demon, who had been the 
sagacious adviser of Ravan's father and mother, delivered himself 
of a speech of the soundest policy : " Hearken, my son, to a few 
words of instruction from me. IJver since you carried off Sita and 
brought her here, there have boon omens of ill, more than I can 
tell. No advantage can be gained by opposing him, whose glory 
is the theme both of Yeda and Purana. 

DoU 47. 

He is the incarnation of the compassionate Lord God, who slew 
Hiraoyaksba, wiih bis brother^ Hiranya-kasipn, and Madhn and 
the monster Kaitabha. Who can fight against him, whom Siva 
and Brahma adore, full of all grace and wisdom, but like the angel 
of death, a very fire to consume the forest of wickedness. 

Chaup&i. 

Hare done with quarrelling ; give back Sita and worship the 
AU-mercifnl with loving devotion." His words stung like arrows-: 
-" Away, wretch, with your abominable suggestions ; if it were not 
for your age, I would have killed you ; but do not appear in ray 
-sight again." He thought within himself ' He wishes to bo killed 
by the All-mcroiful,' and so rose and departed, uttering words of 
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reproof. Tbea Megha&d cried in a fury : "see what a sigbt I will 
show you to-morrow ; though I do not say much, I do a great deal." 
On bearing bia sou's speech, BAvan's confidence returned and he 
took him lovingly into his lap. While they were still consnlting, 
the day broke, the monkeys again assailed the four gatea and 
fiercely encompassed the precipitous citadel. There was a coafnsed 
noise in every part of the town, as the demons snatched qp their 
weapons of every description and hurried forward and began barl- 
ing down masses of rock from the ramparts. 

Chkand 2. 

Thousands of them hnrl down masses of rock ; missiles of every 
kind are sent flying ; the shock is as when a bolt falls from heaven 
and the thunderous noise like that of the clouds on the last day. 
The monstrous- monkeys join in close combat ; their bodies are 
hacked in pieces, biit though mangled they faint not ; they 
seize the rocks and hurl them against the fort wherever the 
demons are. 

JDokd 48. 

'When Megbn&d heard that they had again come and seized the 
fort, he gallantly left his stronghold and sallied forth with beat of 
drum to meet the enemy face to face. 

Cha«p<ii. 

" Where are the two brother princes of Kosala, those archers 
so famous throughout the universe ? Where are Nala and Nila, 
Dwivid and Bngrlva, Angad and Hanum4n, most powerful of all ? 
Where is Vibbishan, bis brother's curse, that I may slay the wretch 
at once, this very day." So saying, he made ready his terrible 
arrows, and in a vehemence of pasaion drew the string to his ear. 
The multitudinous shafts that he left fly sped forth like so many 
winged serpents. Everywhere you might see monkeys falling to 
the ground ; at that time there was not one that dared to face him. 
Everywhere bears and monkeys were taking to flight, and every 
wish to fight was clean forgotten. Not a bear or a monkey was t» 
be seen on the field but those who had left their life there. 
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Dohd 49. 

At each Sight he sent forth ten arrows ; the warriors all bit the 
dmt : with the roar as of a lion, MeghnfiJ shouted aloud in thd 
strength of his might. 

Chaupdi. 

AVbea HaDnm&o saw the distress of the army, be mshed forth 
terrible as death, and quickly tearing up an enormous rook, hurled 
it at Meghn^d with the ntmost fury. Seeing it come, he mounted 
np into the air ; chariot, driver, and horses were all lost to sight. 
Again and again Hanum&n defied him to combat; blithe would 
not come near, and he then understood the mystery. Meghnad had * 
approached Rima, and after assailing him with every kind of abuse, 
aimod at him ne&pons and missiles of every description ; but the 
Lord with the utmost ease snapped them Eusunder and stopt them. 
On seeing this display of power, the fool was sore vexed and began 
to put in practice all kinds of magic ; as if a poor little snakeling 
would mock Gardr and frighten him by snapping at him, 

Dohd 50. 
The demou in the foolishness of his soul displayed his super- 
natural powers before him, whose mighty magic subdues Siva and 
Brahma, and all both great and small. 

Cltavp&i. 
Monuting up into the air, he rained down a shower of 6re- 
brands, while floods of water broke ont from the earth. Qobline 
and witches of diverse form danced with uproarious shouts of ' kill 
him, tear him in pieces.' Now a shower of exoremeut, pus, blood, 
hair, and bones, and now an overwhelming downfall of stones and 
ashes. The dnst storm made it so dark that if you held out your 
own hand yon could not see it The monkeys were dismayed at 
the sight of these apparitions and thought * at this rate we must all 
of US perish.' But B4ma smiled at the idle show ; seeing however 
that all the monkeys were alarmed, he with a single arrow clefl 
Bsnnder the delnsion, as when the sun disperses the thick darkness. 
With a glance of compassion, he looked upon the bears and mon- 
keys ; at onco they waxed so strong that there was no holding 
them back from the field of battle. 
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Dohd 51. 
Having obtained Rdnia's permiasioo, Lakshman, taking with 
him Angad and the other monkeys, marched forth in farj, with 
bow and arrows in hand — 

ChaupdL 
with blood-shot eyes' and mighty cheftt and arms and his Iwdy of 
reddish hue like Mount Him&laja. On the other side R&van sent 
out bis champions, who took up their armoar and their weapons^ 
and hastened forth. ' With mountains and huge trees for missiles, 
. the monkeys rushed to meet them, shonting ' victory to Rama'. 
They all closed in the fray, equally matched one with another, and 
both equal); saogaine of success. After hurling the rocks and 
mountains at the foe, the monkeys next fell upon them with blows 
of the fist and kicks and readings of the teetli ; ' seize, seize, seize, 
kill, kill, kill, strike off his head, rend off his arm,' snch were the 
cries which tilled the nine continents of the world, while headless 
bodies still fall of fnry kept lutmiDg to and fro. From the heaven 
above, the gods beheld the spectacle, now in dismay and now in 
raptare. 

Dohd 52. 

Every hollow in the ground was filledfnllof blood, and with the 
dust that rose in clouds over head, it eeemed as when the smoke of a 
burning corpse spreads oTer some funeral pile : 

Ckaupdi. 

While the wonnded heroes resembled so many dhak trees 

in flower, the two champions L&kshman and Meghn&d grappled 

with one another in excess of fury. Neither could singly conquer 

the other i the demon by force and by feint showing himself 

BO wicked. At last the incarnation of Seshn&g became mad 

with rage, and with one blow he crashed both the chariot and its 

driver. He so smote him in various ways that the demon was left 

'In B£m Jtsan's edition, the one I habitually nse, the reading ia ckkataja- 
nayan, which maj ^8 translated ' with blood-ahot ejm,' an epithet vrblch 
appeare appropriate to ths canteit. In other editioiiB is substituted lh« mora 
common exprcBBion jalaja-nayan ' with lotQB eye*.' 

'Here the reading that 1 tranaUte is giri-iila, ' the rock* and monntains' 
mentioned above ai the moukejra' missiles. Bim JaBia reads jaya-sila, which 
nonid mean ■ lilumphant.' 
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barely slive. Then the son of lUvan thought vrithin himself — * I 
am in a atrait, he will take even my life,' and he let fly his spear, 
the destroyer of heroes, which struck Laksbman in the hreast with 
full force, So great was the shock that he swooned away. Then 
he went and drew near, no longer afraid, 

Pohd 53. 

A hundred myriad warriors like Megba&d essayed to lift him ; 
lint how could Seshn&g the supporter of the world be thua lifted ? 
they retired in dudgeon. 

Chaupdi. 

Hearken, BhavAni ; who can conqner him in battle, the fir« of 
whose wrath would conanme in a moment the fourteen spheres of 
creation, whom gods and men and all things animate and inanimate 
adore ? Only he can understand this mystery, on whom rests the 
favor of Bama. As it was now evening, both armies left the field 
and began to mnster their several forces. The All-wercifnl, the 
tibiqaitous Supreme Spirit, the invincible lord of the universe, asked 
' Where is Lakahman ?' Hanum&a then brought Lim forward. 
When the Lord saw bis younger brother, he was much distrest. 
J&mbav&n said : " The physician Sushena is at Lanka, send some 
one to fetch him." HannmAn at once assumed a diminutive form 
and went and brought him, house and all. 

Doha 54. 
Sushena came and bowed his head at Bdma's lotus feet and 
told Hanum&n to go and bring herbs from a certain monntain that 
be mentioned. 

Chaupdi. 
With B&ma's lotus feet impressed upon his heart, the son of 
ilie wind started in conSdont assurance. On the olber side, a spy 
gave information. So Bdvan went to the house of K&la-nemi 
and told him. When he had heard the news, K41a-nemi beat his 
bead again and again, crying : " Who can stop his path who burnt 
your city before your very eyes. Have some regard for your own 
weliate and worship Bama and desist, sire, from henceforth from 
18 
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these vikiu endeavours. Cherish in your heart the delight of all 
eyes,whose body is dark and beautiful as the blue lotus. Have 
dona with pride, conceit, and arrogance, and rouse yourself from this 
'8lnmber in a night of delusion. la it possible that any one should 
even dream of conquering him for whom the serpent, Time, is mere 
food to devour ?" 

Dohd 55. 

When the Ten-headed heard this, he was exceedingly wrath 
and Kfila-nemi reasoned to himself : " It will be better for me to 
die at the hands of B&ma's messenger, and not for this wretch to 
kill me." 

Chaupdi, 
Bo saying ho went and by the power of magic constructed on 
the way side a lake, temple, and fine garden. Hanuman eepied the 
charming spot and thought to himself, 'af^r asking the holy man's 
leave, I will drink of the water and rest.' For the demon showed 
himself in false attire, and sought to delude the messenger even of 
the king of delusion. So the son of the wind went and bowed the 
head before him ; and he began to recite Ei&ma'a praises, saying — 
" A great battle is raging between Bavan and B6ma, bnt Bams 
will win the day ; of this there is no doubt. Though I have not 
moved from here, I have seen it all, my friend ; my intelligeuee is 
remarkably olear-sighted." On his asking for water, he gave him 
some in a cup ; the monkey said — " That is not enough to satisfy 
me." " Go then and bathe in the tank and quickly come back, 
and I will then bestow upon yon a gift, by which you may attain 
to understanding. " 

Dohtt 56. 

As he stepped into the tank, a fish seized the monkey by the 
foot. In his alarm he killed it. Whereupon it assumed a divine 
form, and mounting a chariot ascended into the heaven. 

Chaupdi. 
*' By the sight of you, O monkey, I have become freocl from 
guilt, and the curse of the great saint has been removed. This is 
no hermit but a fierce demon ; doubt not the truth of my words." 
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So aayiug, the lieHvenly nyir.ph went her way, and tbe monkey at 
once returned to ihe demon. S.iid the monkey — " Holy Sir, first 
receive my offering and after that teli mo the charm." He then twist- 
ed his tail round his head and threw him down. At the moment 
of his death ho appeared in hia proper form, and with a. cry of 
' h&cae., Rdraa, 1' breathed his last. On hearing this Banum&a 
went on his way, glad of heart. He found the mountain, but 
could not recognize the herbs; so without any hesitation he tore 
up the liill by the root and went off with it. As he rushed throngli 
(he niglit air with the mountain in his grasp, he passed over the 
city of Avadh. 

Bohd 57. 
Bharat saw him, and taking him to be some most monstrous 
demon, drew his bow to hia ear and shot him with a headless arrow. 

Chaiipdi. 

Struck by the dart he fell in a swoon to the earth, crying ' O 
R&ma, Rama, prince of Raghu'a line V On hearing this grateful 
sound, Bharat started up and ran, and in the ntmost haste drew 
nigh to the monkey. Seeing him wounded, he clasped him to hia 
bosom and tried in every way to revive him, but without suc- 
cess. Wiih a disconsolate face and sore grief at heart, he made 
this prayer, while his eyes streamed with tears : " Qod, who 
made me Rdma's enemy, has now cansed me this additional dis- 
tress. If in thought, word and deed, I have a sincere afFeotion for 
B&ma's lotns feet, and if Rima is kindly disposed to me, may your 
pain and fatigue, monkey, all pass away." Atthe sound of these 
words, the monkey chief arose and sat up, crying ' Glory, glory to 
the king of Kosala !' 

Sorathd 5. 

With quivering limbs and eyes full of tears, he took and clasp- 
ed the monkey to his bosom, invoking R4rna, the crown of the line 
of Baghn, in a transport of affection, which was more than his soul 
could contain. 

Ckaupdi. 

" Tell me, friend, is all well with the Fountitin of Joy and with 
faiR brother aad the revered Janaki." The monkey told him in 
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brief all that had taken place. He became sad of heart and began 
to lament : " Alaa, my fate, why was I born into the world, if in 
nothing I can help my lord," But seeing the nnfitness of the time 
be mastered his feelings, the gallant prince, and again addressed 
the monkey : " Sir, yon will be delayed in your jonrney and your 
task will come to nought, for the day is now breaking. Mount my 
arrow, mouutaia and all, and I will send you straight into tho pro- 
Benoe of the All-meroifnl." On hearing this, the monkey's pride 
was aroused ; " How can bis arrow fly with my weight ?" But 
again reflecting on Bima's power, he bowed at bis feet and cried 
with clasped bands : 

D<Jtd 58. 
" my lord, I have only to cherish the thought of your ma- 
jesty in my soul in order to travel quickly." So saying, Hanam&n 
took leave and after bowing at bis feet set forth. As he went, the 
son of the wind again and again extolled to himself the mighty 
arm and the amiable disposition of Sharat and his bonndless devo- 
tion to his lord's feet. 

Chaupdi, 

Meanwhile, Bama was watching Lakshman and using language 
after the fashion of a man. When half the night was, spent, and 
still the monkey bad not returned, Bima raised his brother 
and clasped him to his heart ; " my brother, once yon could 
not endare to see me in sorrow, your disposition was ever so affec- 
tionate. On my account, 3'ou left father and mother and exposed 
yoarself to the forest, the cold, the heat, and the wind. But where 
is now yonr old love, m.y brother, that you do not stir in response 
to my distress. If I had known that exile involved the loss of my 
brother, I would never have obeyed my father's commands. Sons, 
riches, wives, bouse, and kinsfolk come again time after time in a 
life, but a real brother is not so to be bad ; remember this, brother, 
and awake to life. As a bird is utterly wretched without wings, a 
serpent without its bead-jewel, or an elephant without its trunk, so 
is my life without you, my brother. If cruel fate preserves me 
alive, with what face can I show myself at Avadh, after sacrificing 
a dear brother for the sake of a womaii. 1 would rather have 
endured the social disgrace ; for, after all, the loss of a wife is no 



)vGoO'^lc 



lankX. 141 

BYtcb great matter, and my heart la so hard and unfeeling that it 
can bear the sight even of this your anguish. Tour mother's only 
son, my brother, you are the aole support of her life, but she took 
yon by the hand and entrusted you to me, knowing what a comfort 
and what a friend I should find yon. What answer can I go and 
give her ? Why do yon not rise and advise me, brother ?" Thus 
grievously sorrowed the healer of sorrow and hia lotus eyes stream- 
ed with tears ; but Uta&, B£.ma is one and unchangeable, and it 
was only in compassion to hia worshippers that he exhibited the 
manners of a man. 

Soraihd 6. 

All the monkeys were in distress on hearing their lord's lamen- 
tation, till Hannm&n arrived, like an heroic strain in the midst of 
an elegy. 

Chaupdi. 

E&ma received him with exceeding joy, for the lord'is most 
grateful and supremely wise. Then quickly the physician concoct- 
ed his remedies, and Lakshman gaily arose and sat up. The lord 
affectionately clasped his brother to bis heart and all the bears and 
monkeys were rejoiced. The physician was then conveyed home 
again in the same manner aa ha had been brought away. When 
B&van heard of these proceedings, he was greatly disturbed and 
began beating himself on the head. In his agitation, he went to 
Eumbha-karan and with much trouble succeeded in waking him. 
When the monster was roused, he showed like Death itself in visi- 
ble form. He asked, " Tell me, brother, why is your face so sad." 
He told him the whole history of how in bis pride he had carried 
off SIta. " Brother, the monkeys have killed all the demons and 
routed my stoutest warriors, Bnrmukha and the man-devouring 
Sura-ripu ; Atikaya and Akampan, those mighty champions, 
together with Mahodara and other valiant heroes, who have fallen 
on the field of battle." 

Dohd 59. 

On bearing Bfivan's report, Knmbh-karan cried out : " Wretch, 
yon have carried oflT the mother of the universe and yet expect to 
prosper I 
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Chatipdl, 
You have done iil, demon king ; and now why have yoii 
come and awakened mo ? At once, brother, abandon your pride 
and worship R&ma j so shall you prosper. How, Ten-heads, can 
B&ma be a man, when he has such a servant as Hannmin. Alas, 
hrother, vou have acted foolishly ; why did you not come and wake 
me before? Yon hai'e rebeileil against the god who is adored by 
Siva and Brahma and every other divinity. The knowledge which 
the sage Marad imparted to mo, I now declare to you; for tho time 
has come : Embrace me, ray brother, for I go to rejoice my eyes 
with the sight of the dark-hued, the lotua-eyed, the healer of every 
sorrow," 

Dohd 60. 
Ashe contemplated BAma's beauEy and perfection, he was for 
a moment unconscious, then demanded of Kivan a million jars of 
wine antl a number of buffaloes. 

Chaupdi, 

After be had eaten the buffaloes and drank the wine, he roared 
alond with a voice of thunder and sallied forth from the fort without 
anyescort, maddened with drink, the war-loving Kumbha-karan. 
Vibhishan, on seeing him, oama forward and fell at his feet and 
said who he was. He raised his brother and took him to his heart, 
delighted to find him a worshipper of Rdma. "Brother, that 
wretch B4van struck me with his foot for giving him the best pos- 
sible advice. Resenting such treatment, I came to Bama, and tha 
lord was glad at heart to see me his servant." " Mark me, brother, 
R&van is under the inflaenoe of fata and will listflu to no advice, 
however good. Thrico blessoi are you, Vibhishan, the glory of all 
the demon race ; you have shed a lustre oh all your kinsfolk by 
your worship of E&ma, that ocean of beauty and felicity. 

DoU 61. 
Yoa have guilelessly worshipped the heroic R&ma in thought, 
word and deed. But go, I cannot distinguish here between friend 
and foe." The warrior's death was doomed. 
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Chaupdi. 
On hearing hU brother's words, Vibhishau luriiod and present- 
ed himself before the Glory of the three sp!ieres. *' My lord, 
Kumbba-taran approachoa, a warrior huge of stature as a moun- 
tain." The monkeys waited to hear no more, Imt ran oflf jabber- 
ing, the stoutest of them, and plucked up trees and rocka, which 
they hurled against him, gnashing their teeth the while. Millions 
upon millions of mountain peaks did the bears and monkeys cast 
upon him one after another ; but neither did bis courage fail, nor 
did he stir from his -position ; like an elephant pelted with flower- 
see<ls. At last the son of the wind struck him with bis fist ; he 
fell to the ground and beat his head in dismay. Rising again, he 
gave Hanum&n such a blow that he spun round and fell at once to 
the earth. Next be overthrew upon the plain Nala and Nila and 
dashed down the chiefs, hurling them this side and that. The 
monkey host scattered and fled in an utter panic, nor were there 
any to rally, 

Dohd 62. 

Having rendered insensible Angad and the other moflkeys and 
Sngriva as well, ho clapped the king of the monkeys under his arm 
and went off, in his illimitable might. 

Chaupdi. 
O Uma, when llama plays the part of a man, it is like Garur 
sporting in company with anakes. If he but knit his brows, he 
annilulates Death himself; how then can he condescend to such a 
combat as this ? The answer is that the fame of it, when spread 
abroad, tends to the redemption of the world, and mortals, who 
make it their song, emerge safely from the ocean of esisteoce. 
When his swoon had passed off, the son of the wind awoke and 
began at once to look for Sugrfva. But he, on recovering from 
his swoon, slipped out of Kumbh-karan's clutches, who had taken 
him for dead. Having bitten off hia nose and ears, he with a 
shout ascended into the air ; but the giant saw him and canght him 
by the foot and dashed him to the ground. With wonderful agility 
he roso and etrnck him back and then betook himself — the hero — 
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to the presence of his lord, crying, ' Glory, glory, glory to the 
Fountain of Mercy.' Sat he, when he became sensible of his nin- 
tilated nose and ears ; turned in a fury and with sore distreas of 
soul. The monkey host were horror-stricken, when they saw the 
terrible warrior thus earless aad noseless. 

Dohd 63. 
Raising a shout of ' victory to lUma,' the monkeys rushed for- 
ward, and all at once burled upon him a volley of rocks nnd treds. 



Maddened with the rage of battle, Kambha-karan advanced, 
awful as Death, and seized and devoured myriads of the monkeys, 
like locusts swallowed up in a mouDtain cave ; myriads of others 
he ernsbed, with his body, and myriads he ground to powder 
betweenhis hands. Butmany of the bears and monkeys escaped, by 
the passage of his month, or nostrils, or ears. Drunk with the 
madness of battle, the demon was as boastful as though the whole 
universe had been made over to him to ravage. Every champion 
took to flight, and there was no turning them back ; they could 
neither see with their eyes nor hear any cry. When they learnt 
that Kumbha-karan had routed the monkey host the demons all 
rallied. But Bdma saw his army ia distress, and the forces of the 
enemy coming on in full array. 

DokA 64. 
" Hearken, Sugrlva, Vibhishan and you my brother, collect 
your troops and let me t*st the might of these miscreants :" thus 
cried the Iotas-eyed. 

Ghaupdi. 
With bow in hand and quiver fitted to his aide, Baghnn^tb 
went forth to scatter the ranks of the enemy. The lord gave his 
bow a preliminary twang ; the hosts of the foe were deafened by 
the din. Then he let fly a million of arrows, he, the god ever faith- 
ful to his promise ; the winged shafts aped like serpents of death. 
The terrible bolts flew in all directions ; the mighty demoa war- 
riors were cut to pieces. Feet, trunk, head, and arms were shora 
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aWay ; niatiy a hero was cut into a hundred pieces. The wounded 
reel and fall to the ground, but gallantly recover Uiemselves, and 
riae again to renew the fight. The arrows as they strike give a 
thud like thunder ; many fled when they saw how terrible they 
were. Headless bodies rush madly on ; the cry resounds, ' seize, 
seize, kill, kill.' 

Dokd 65. 
In a moment the lord Ragbubir's arrows cut to pieces the ter- 
rible demons ; and then his shafts all came back into the quiver. 

Chauptii. 

When Kumbha-karan saw and perceived that the demon host 
had been routed in a minute, the mighty warrior waxed exceeding 
wrath and roared aloud with the voice of a lion. lu his fury, he 
tore up mountains by the root and hurled them upon the throng of 
monkey chiefs. The Lord saw the monstrous rocks coming and 
with his arrows shattered them into dust Again Kagbuuayak in- 
dignantly strung his bow and let fly a volley of his terrible shafts. 
As they entered and passed through bis body, they seemed like 
flashes of lightning stored in a dense thunder-cloud. The streams 
of blood on his black frame resembled rivers of red ochre on a 
mountain of soot. Perceiving his distress, the bears and monkeys 
rushed forward ; he laughed when he saw them draw near, 

DohdQG. 
lioaring aloud with a terrible voice, ho seized myriads and 
myriads of the monkeys, and dashed them to ground like a lion, 
invoking the name of R4van. 



The bears and monkeys all fled, like a flock of sheep at the 
sight of a wolf; and in their flight, Bhavani, they cried aloud in 
Iheir distress with a piteous voice : " This demon is for the mon- 
key race like a sore famine that threatens to devastate a whole 
coantry. B&ma, Khar&ri, rain-cloud of mercy, ever ready to 
relieve the distress of the suppliant, have mercy upon us, have 
mercy upon ua." When the Lord God heard their piteous cry, be 
19 
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■took bis bow ancl arrows and went forth. His army be checled 
in the rear and went fortb in all bis migbt, full of indignation. 
He drew bis bow and fitted a hundred arrows to tbe string ; they 
flew forth and entered into his body. At their stroke he rushed 
forth in a fory — the moontains reeled, the earth staggered — and 
lore up a rock, hut Rama shot away his arm. Again he rushed 
CD, with a' rook in bis left hand ; but that arm too B&ma cat off, 
and it fell to the ground. The monster thus robbed of his arms 
resembled Mount Mandara without its wings. Wilh savage eyes 
he glared upon the Lord, as though ready to devour the wbols 



"With a most terrible shriek he rushed forward with open 
mouth. The saints and gods above cried out in their terror, ' alas, 
alas, alas.' 



When the All-merciful saw the alarm of the gods, be drew his 
Xow with its string to his ear. Tbe Sight of arrows filled the 
dcnion's mouth, yet he was so strong that he did not fall to the 
ground. With his mouth full of arrows be still rushed upon tbe 
foe, like a living quiver of death. Then the Lord in his wrath 
took his sharpest arrow, and struck his head right off his body. 
The head fell at the feet of mvan, who was as dismayed at the 
sight as a snake that has dropt its crest jewel. The ground sank 
beneath the weight of the trnnk, as it still ran madly on ; till the 
Xiord cnt it in two. Then it fell to the earth like a mountain from 
the sky, orashing beneath it monkeys, bears, and demons. Bis soul 
entered tbe Lord's tnoath, to the astoniehment of gods, saints, and 
all. The gods in their delight sonnd the kettle-drum and hymn 
his praise, and rain down flowers in abundance. After paying hom- 
age, all the gods went their way. At that time came also the 
divine sage, N&rad, and extolled above the heaven Hari's infinite 
perfection. The Lord's soul was pleased by his stirring heroic 
strain. ' Make haste to destroy these miscreants ' were the saint's 
-words as he left. Bfima remained in his glory on the field of 
battle. 
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Chhand 3. 
All-glorious shone fortb Raghnpati ou the field of battle, in his 
immeasurable might and manifold beauty, with the drops of toil 
on his lotus face, with his lovely eyes and hia body specked with 
blood, while in both hands he brandished his bow and arrows, with 
ihe bears and monkeys grouped all around him. Not Sheshn^ 
with bis many tongues could tell all his beauty, so says Tulsl D^s*. 

Dohd 68. 
Though the demons were so vile and very mines of impurity, 
he translated them to bis own sphere. Umft, how dull of under- 
fitanding are the men who do not worship the divme Rama, 



At the close of the day both armies retired ; the battle had 
tlioroughly exhausted the stoutest warriors. But by Rama's favour 
the monkey host gathered fresh strength, like aa a fire blazes up 
when fed with straw ; while the demons wasted away day and 
night, like the merit of a man's good deeds wbea he tells them 
liimself B4van made great lamentation, again and again taking 
his brother's head in his lap. His wives also wopt and beat their 
breast with their hands, while they told of his pre-eminent majesty 
and strength. At this juuctare MeghoM arrived and with many 
words consoled his father : " Be witness to-morrow of my prowess ; 
what need now of boastful speeches. I have received from my 
patron 'divinity a chariot of strength, the virtue of which I have 
never yet shown yon, father." While they were thus talking, 
ihe day broke and swarms of monkey assailed the four gates. 
On the one side were the bears and monkeys terrible as death ; 
on the other the demons, fiercest of warriors. Valiantly they 
fight, each thirsting for victory ; the battle, Ganir, baffles all 
description. 

Dohd 69. 
Meghnid mounted his magic car and ascended into the air with 
a laugh like the roar of thunder, which struck the monkey army 
with terror. 
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Chaapdi. 

Spears, lances, swords, and scymetars w«re plied, with weapons 
and missiles of every description, axes, Iiatchets, clubs, and stones, 
and then a shower of innnmerable arrows. The heaven was as 
dark all ronnd with arrows as when the constellation Magha* poors 
down its torrents. ' Seize, seize, kill, kill,' were the cries that 
aonnded in their ears, bat none could tell who it was that struck 
thim. Snatching np rocks and trees, the mookejs sprang into 
the air ; but they coald not see him and returned disappointed. 
Bs vines, gorges, roads, and moontain-caves were tamed by bis magic 
power into arrowy cages. The moakeys were confounded and 
knew not where to tarn, and fell to the grountl liko the mountains 
fallen in bondage to Indra.' Hanumiin, Angad, Nab, Nila, and 
every other warrior he sorely distressed ; then he assailed with Iiis 
-shafts Lakshman, gugriva, and Vibbishan, piercing their bodies 
through and through a^ain. Lastly he joined in combat with 
BAma himself and let fly his arrows, which as they struck turned 
to snakes. Khar4ri was rendered powerless by the serpents' coils, 
he the great free agent, the everlaatiug, the one unchangeable, who 
like a juggler performs all sorts of delusive actions, but is ever his 
own master, Kama, onr Lord. It was only to enhance the glory 
ot the battle that he allowed himself to be bound by the serpents' 
coils ; hot the gods were in a panic 

Dohd 70. 
O Umi, is it possible for him to be brought into bondage, by 
whose name when repeated iu prayer the saints- free themselves 
from the boBds of existence ; who is the omnipresent centre of the 
universe. 

Chaupdi. 
O Bhav&ni, the actions of the incarnate Rima are beyond the 
range of thought, or human strength, or speech. This is the reason 
why the wisest ascetics discard theological speculations and simply 

'Magba is recknced as the tenth of the Nakshatras and ii ]□ tlie aacend- 
BDt in the moDth of BhSdoD, at the height of the Toius. Bence the u;iDg 
ntdM te parate aur Magha ke baraie. 

■indra, the wlelder of the thnnderbalt. in reprcaented u the monDtaini' 
n«ster, or jailor. The word bandi hare is not tbo participle of the verb ' to 
nverence' but t&c noon meuiDg ' a captive' or ' Blare^' 
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sdore. Haring thus thrown the army into confusion, Meghnid at 
last manifested himself with words of reviliDg. JamhaviQ shouted : . 
* Wretch, keep your place.' On hearing this, his faiy waxed still 
greater. ' Fool, I only spared yon on account of your age. I 
think scorn of your challenge.' So saying, he let fly his terrible 
trident ; J&uibav4n caught it in his hand and then rushed on and 
gave Meghn&d such a blow on the chest that he, the scourge of 
hearen, fell swooning to the ground. Then in his wrath he caught 
him by the foot and swung him round and dashed him on the earth 
aa a display of bis strength. But he by virtcie of the divine boon 
died not for all his killing ; so he took him by the foot and tossed 
him into LankA, while the gods and aunts sent Ganir, who came 
in liaste to Bima, 

Dohd 71. 
and seized and devoured the whole swarm of false serpents. The 
delusion was dispelled, and all the monkey host rejoiced again. 
Tearing up with their claws the trees and rocks of the mountain, 
they rushed forward, while the demons fled in ntter confusion and 
climbed up into the fort. 

Chaupdi. 
When Meghn^ recovered from his swoon, he was greatly 
ashamed to look his father in the face, and arose and went in haste 
to a care in the moantain, intending to perform a sacrifice that 
would ensure victory. But Vibbbhan gave the caution : " Hearken, 
O king of unbounded migbt and generosity, Meghu4d is preparing 
an unholy sacrifice — wretched sorcerer and scourge of heaven as 
he is— and if he bring it to completion. Sire, it will not be easy to 
conquer him." On hearing this, Baghupati was highly pleased 
and said to Angad and the other monkeys. " Go, my brothers, 
yon and Lakshman, and pat a stop to his sacrifice. It is for yon, 
Lakshman, to fight and slay him ; I am distressed to see the terror 
- of the gods. Kill him, either by open force or by stratagem ; one 
way or another — mark me, brother — the demon mnst be got rid of. 
But you three J£mbav£n, Sugriva, and Vibbishan remain with (he 
army." When Haghubir had finished his commands, the hero 
girt his quiver by bia side and took his bow, and with the glory of 
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Ilia lord impreased upoD his heart cried aloud with a mighty voice 
as of thunder : " If I return to-day ivithout slaying him, may t 
be no longer called Rfima's servant ; though a hundred Sivas give 
him help, I will slay him yet, in the name of R&ma." 

J?oh<i 72. 

After bowing his head at B&ma's feet, the incarnation of Sesh-. 
n&g went forth at once and with him Angad, Kila, Mayanda, Nala, 
and the valiant Hanum&n, 

Chavpdi. 

When the monkeys arrived, they fonnd him making an oblation 
of blood and buffalo's flesh. They all tried to interrupt the cere- 
mony, bnt he would not stir ; they then took to praising him.^ 
When still he did not rise, they went and pulled him by the hair, 
upon which he kicked out so fiercely that they ran away. Hq 
pursued them with his trident as they fled, till they joined Laksh- 
man. He came on in the wildest fury striking oat and shouting' 
again and again with a terrible roar. Hanum&n and Angad rushed 
fiemely forward, but he struck them on the breast with his trident 
and beat them to the ground. Then he shot forth his mighty spear 
against the lord, bat he warded it oS and broke it in two. Mean- 
while the son of the wind and the prince bad risen again and smote 
him furiously ; but his wounds had no effect upon him. The heroes 
fell upon him once more, but their enemy was not to be killed ; 
again he came on with a terrible shriek. Then Lakshman made 
np his mind : ' I have played with this miscreant long enough,* 
and seeing him advance, furious as hell, he let fly his terrible shafl. 
When he saw the arrow coming on like a thunderbolt, the wretch 
at once disappeared from sight and continued fighting under variona 
disguises, now visible and now inTisible. The monkeys thought him 
invincible and' trembled. Then the incarnation of the serpent-king 
became exceeding wrath, and directing his intention to tbe glory of 
the lord of Kosala fitted an arrow to the string and with all hia 
might let it fly. It stntck him fall in the breast. Id the moment, 
of death he abandoned all falsehood, 
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Dohd 73. 
and invoking the names of Lakshman and Rama drew Lis last 
breath. ' Blessed indeed is thy mother' cried Angad and Hanu- 

Chaupdi, 

Without an effort Hanamfia took np his body and pnt it at the 
gate of the city and retarned. When thoy heard of his death, 
the gods and Qandharvas monntfid their chariots and came throng- 
ing the heaven, showering down flowers and beating dnima and 
bymning the spotless renown of the divine Haghnbir. ' Giory to 
Seshnig, glory to the world-supporter ; Yon, Lord, are tho Sa- 
viour of all the gods.' Having thus hymned his praises, the gods 
and saints withdrew, while Lakshman went and presented himself 
before the All-merciful. When the Ten-headed heard of his son's 
death, he swooned away and fell to the ground ; Mandodari made 
grievous lamentation, healing her breast and ever calling upon his 
name ; the citizens too were all sorrowful and dismayed and with 
one consent reviled B4van. 

DoM 74. 

Then the Ten-headed set to comforting bis wives in every way 
he could : " See and consider at heart how transitory is everything 
in this world." 

Cliaupdi. 

Bav'an gave them sound advice ; though a dullard himself, his 
counsel was gjod and wholesome. . There are many men who excel 
in giving advice, but the people who put it in practice are not very 
plentiful. When the night had passed and the day broke, the bears 
and monkeys again beset the four gates. £4van summoned his 
captains and thns addressed them : " If any one's heart fail him 
in facing the battle, he had better withdraw now and not incur 
disgrace by running away in the midst of the engagement, Bely- 
ing on the strength of my own arm, I have continued the struggle, 
and can give an answer to any enemy who may challenge me." 
So saying he made ready his chariot, swift ae the wind, while 
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eveiy instrument of music sounded forth a strain of deadly com- 
liat. His champions marched on in their peerless might, like ihe 
march of a whirlwind of blackuess. At that timo occorred num- 
berless omens of ill, but be heeded them not, in the overweening 
pride of the strength of his arm. 

Chhand 4. 
In his overweening pride he took no heed of omens, good or 
bad : weapons dropt from the hand ; warriors fell from their cars ; 
horses, frightened by the trumpeting of the elepbanta, ran out of 
the line ; jackals, vultures, and huge packs of dogs made a frightful 
clamour, and owls, like messengers of death, uttered theit most 
Ingubrious notes, 

Dohd 75. 
How was it poasiblo for him to have prosperous omens of good 
fortune, or even to dream of peace of mind, when he was so infa- 
tuated that he desired the ruin of the whole world, and was set 
upon opposing Bama, 

C/iaupdi~ 
The demon host marched on in countless numbers ; elephants 
and chariots, foot and horse, line after line ; equipages of every 
description, wagons and cars, with banners and standards of diverse 
colour; iDnumerable troops of infuriated elephants like autumn 
clouds when driven by the wind; battalions of savage demons of 
different oolonr, inspired with all the phrenzy of martial heroes ; 
on army magnificent in every respect, like the mustered array of 
the gallant god of spring. As the host mari-hed, the elephants of 
the eight quarters reeled, the ocean was stirred from its depths, the 
mountains shook. The dust rose in clouds that obscured the sun, 
the wind failed, and the earth was troubled. Drums and other instru- 
ments of mnsic mad© an awful din, like a crash of thunder-clouds 
on the last day. Clarions, trumpets, and hautboys sounded the 
martial strain that gladdens the souls of heroes. With one accord 
they shouted as with the voice of a lion, each extolling his own 
strength and manhood, lUvan oried : " Hearken, my warriors ; 
do you attack the common herd of bears and monkeys ; I myself 
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will alay the two brother princea." So sajing, he ordered the 
army to advance to the front. When the monkeys all heard thia 
news, they rushed on crying ' B4nia to the rescue.' 

Chhand 5. 
The gigantic and terrible bears and monkeys rashed on like 
death : flying through the air like so many winged mountains of 
diverse colours. With talons and teeth and rocks and enormous 
trees for weapons they all feel no fear, singing the glory of B6ma, 
Ihe lion-like vancLuisher of the wild elephant B&van. 

Dohd 76. 

With a shout of ' victory, victory,' raised from both sides, the 
heroes selected each his match aad closed in combat, these calling 
on Bama and those on R&van. 

Chaupdt. 

When Viblilshan ebserved that Kdvan was in a chariot anii 
Biima on foot he became anxious ; his extreme affection made him 
doubtful of mind, and falling at his foet he cried tenderly : " My 
lord, you have neither a chariot nor shoes (o your feet, how 
can you conquer so powerful a warrior ? " " Hearken, friend," 
replied the All-merciful, " a conqneror has a different kind of 
chariot. Manliness and courage are his chariot wheels ; unflinch- 
ing truthfulness and morality his banners and standards ; strength, 
discretion, self-control, and benevolence his horses, with grace, 
mercy, and equanimity for their harness ; prayer to Mahddeva his 
anerring charioteer ; continence his shield; contentment his sword, 
alms-giving his axe, knowledge his mighty spear, and perfect 
science his stout bow. His pure and constant soul stands for a 
quiver, his pious practices of devotion for a sheaf of arrows, and 
the reverence he pays to Brahmans and his guru is his impenetrable 
coat of mail. There is no equipment for victory that can be com- 
pared to this, nor is thero any enemy, my friend, who can conquer 
the man who takes his stand on the chariot of religion. 

Dohd 77. 
He is the warrior who can overcome his great and terrible 
enemy, the world. Who has such a powerful chariot us this? 

20 
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hearken friend and fear not." Wheo be had heard his lord's 
exhortation, Vibhiahan clasped his feet in his joy and cried — *' O 
llama, full of mercy and kindness, you have used this parable to 
give me a lesson," On the one side Ravan'a rabble, on the other 
An^ad and HaDuman, the demons against the bears and monkeys, 
bad joined in battle, each swearing by hia own lord. 

Chaiipdi 

Brahma and the other gods with all tlie saints and sages 
mounted tbeir chariota to watch the fray, from the heaven above. 
I too, Um&, was -with them, beholding R&ma's esploita on the field 
of battle. On both sides the leaders were maddened with martial 
phreiizy, but the monkeys were triumphant through the might of 
Bama. With shouts of defiance they close in single combat, 
each mauling his foe and beating him to the ground. They strike, 
they bite, they clutch, they foil ; they tear off heads and nse them 
for weapons ; tbey rip up bodies, wrench off arms, and seizing by 
the leg dash to the ground. The bears bury the demon warriors 
in the earth aud pile over them lieapg of sand ; the stnrdy monkeys 
raging in the fight were like so many monstrous images of raven- 
ing death to look upon. 

Chhand 6. 

The monkeys, their bodies all streaming with gore, stood forth 
like multiplied images of the god of death, cniahiug the mightiest 
warriors of tlie demon host and roaring with a voice of thunder. 
They strike, they bafFet, thoy tear with the teeth, they crush 
beneath ihe feet, uttering fierce cries, both bears aud monkeys, aud 
employing strength and stratagem alike, by which to reduce the 
wretches. They seize and tear open their cheeks, they rip np the 
belly and take tbe entrails and hang tliem round their own necks, as 
though the lord of PrahUd (Narsinb) had assonied a multiplicity 
of forms, and were disporting himself on the field of battle. 
' Seize, strike, tear, overthrow' were the savage cries, with which 
earth and heaven resounded. Glory to Bama, who can make 
a straw a thunderbolt and again reduce « thunderbolt to a 
straw. 
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Doha 78. ■ 

Wiien Rfivan saw his troops io confasion, lie monnted his elia- 
tiot, with his twenty arms and ten bows, and essayed to rally them 
crying ' tarn, tnm.' 

Ckaupdi. 

The Ten-headed rushed forth in wild fury, and the monkeys with 
a whooii advanced to meet him. Taking in their bands trees, oraga, 
and mountains, together they all hurled them upon him. The 
masses of stone no sooner struck on his adamantine frame than 
they were at once shattered in pieces, while he flinched not, but 
stood firm as a rock and stayed his chariot, he, Rdvan, maddened 
with the battle and terrible in his fury. This side and that he 
scattered and battered the monkey chiefs in the fierceness of his 
wrath. Bears and monkeys all took to flight, crying, " help, help, 
Angad, Hanum&n ; save, save, O lord Raghubir ; this monster, 
as sure as death, will devour us all." When he saw the monkeys 
in flight, he fitted an arrow to each of his ten bows. 

Chhand 7. 
He strung his bow and let fly a volley of arrows ; they flew and 
lodged like serpents ; the heaven and the earth were fall of arrows ; 
the monkeys fled in all ilireotions. There was a terrible uproar, 
the monkey host and the bears were panic-s[ricken and cried in 
dismay — " O Raghubir, fountain of mercy ; Hari, friend of the 
forlorn, saviour of mankind." 

Dokd 79. 
Seeing the distress of his troops, Lakshman sIuQg his quiver by 
his side, took his bow in his hand, and sallied forth in a fury, after 
bowing his head at R4ma's feet, 

Chavpdi. 

" Ah I vile wretch, you kill bears and monkeys ; but now look at 
me, I am your death. " " I have been searching for yon, you mur- 
derer of my son, and to-day I will gladden my soni by your 
destruction." Thnshe cried and let fly a storm of arrows ; but Laksh- 
man shivered them all into a hundred pieces. Then Etdvan hurled 
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apoii him myriads of misailes, but lie warded them off as though 
they had been tioy aesamum Eceda, and in turn assailed hira with 
his own shafls, smashing his chariot and killing his charioteer. 
Each of his ten heads he transfixed with a hundred arrows, which 
seemed like serpents boring their way into the peaks of a mountain. 
With a hundred arrows more he struck him full in the breast : he 
fell senseless to the ground. When the swoon had passed off, be 
rose again in his strength aud let fly the boltgiren him by Brahma. 

Chhand 8. 
The mighty bolt, the gift of Brahma, smote the incarnate Sesh- 
nag full in the breast ; the hero fell fainting ; the Ten-headed essay- 
ed to lift his body, but his immeasurable bulk stirred not. In his 
folly Bavan thought to carry hira off, not knowing him to be the 
lord of the three spheres, who supports on One of his heads the 
whole created universe, as though it were a mere grain of sand. 
VoU 80. 
When the son of the wind saw this, he rushed forward with a 
furious cry ; but as the monkey came on, he struck him a Tioleot 
blow with his ffat. 

Chaupdi. 
The monkey dropt on one knee but did not fall to the ground, 
and, on recovering himself, arose full of exceeding wrath, and smote 
him one blow ; he fell like a mountain struck by a thunderbolt. 
When he recovered from the swoon, he marvelled greatly at the 
monkey's mighty strength. " Shame on my manhood, shame on 
myself, if you remain alive, you plagne of heaven." So cried the 
monkey, as he carried Lakshman away. At this sight R4van 
was sore amazed. Said Kaghubir, on finding his brother still alive : 
" You are indeed the destroyer of death and the saviour of the 
gods." On hearing these words, the benignant arose and sat op, 
and the terrible bolt vanished into the heaven. Then again they 
took bow and arrows and rushed forward with the utmost impetu- 
osity to meet the enemy. 

Chhand 9. 
Again, by their impetuous attack, they put him to confusion, 
smashing his chariot and slaying his charioteer, B^van fell 
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fainting to the ground, bia heart transfixed by a hundred arrows. 
Another charioteer threw him on his car and carried him to Lank^, 
while Lakshman in all his glory prostrated himself at B&ma's feet. 

DoU 81. 

On the one hand Rfivan, on recovering, began to make prepa- 
rations for a sncrifice ; fool, to oppose Rama and yet hope to prosper ; 
obstinate and ignorant indeed ! 

Chavpdi. 

On the other hand, Vibliishan, on learning the news, went at 
once and told Baghupati : — "My Lord, Ravan is engaged in a 
sacrifice; if ho completes it^ the wretch will never die. Despatch 
your valiant monkeys, aire, in all speed, to cut short his life." As 
soon as it was day, the Lord sent out his warriors. Hanum&n, 
Angad, and all started forth. Bounding with glee, the monkeys 
climbed LankA and boldly entered Biivan's palace. Finding him 
engaged in the sacrifice, they all became ftirioua : — "You run away 
home without shame from the battle and on getting here practise 
this hypocrisy!'" So saying, Angad gave him a kick, but the 
wretch took no notice, so absorbed was he in his own purpose. 

Chhand 10. 

As he took no notice, the monkeys in a fury tore him with their 
teeth and kicked him with their feet; his wives, too, they seized by the 
hair and dragged them out of doors, till the poor wretches screamed 
again. Then at last ho rose, terrible as death, and caught a monkey 
by the leg and hurled him away: but seeing that the monkeys had 
thus succeeded in interrupting the sacrifice, his heart failed him. 

Dohd 82. 

Bejoicing at having spoilt his sacrifice, the monkeys returned 

to Kaghapati; while the demon went ofi' in a fury, abandoning 

all hope of life. 

>P'(iW%ifB, literally, 'the ooatemplatbo of acrane," i.e., the affectation 
of being abBorb«d ic dirme coDtemplation, while really tbinking only of worldly 
iDterescs ; like the crane, which seems lost In abstraclion, but is only waiting 
for a flah to poonce npon. 
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ChaupdL 
Fearful omens of ill met him as he went, for vaUures flew and 
scttleJ on his heads. Paled to di», ho [>aid no heed, hot rrave the 
order to soand the onset. There seemed no end to the demon host 
as it marohed on, with its many elephants, chariots, foot and horses. 
The miscreants hastened to confront the Lord, like a swarm of 
gnats when they fly into the fire. On the other hand, the gods raised 
soDcrs of praise :— " He has cansed us grievous trouble ; play with 
him no longer, Bdma, for Sita is in sore distress." On hearing 
. the prayer of the gods, R&ma smiled' and rose and trimmed his 
arrows. His hair was tightly bound in a knot on his forehead, 
beautiful with the flowers that had here and there been canght <as 
they fell upon him from heaven). With his bright eyes and his body 
dark of hue as n rain-cloud, rejoicing the si^ht of every created 
sphere, he girded on his quiver with its belt about his loins and took 
in his hand his mighty bow, the bow of Vishnu, 

Chhand 11. 
With his bow Saranga ii^ bis hand and his beautiful qniver fall 
of arrows slung by his side, with hb muscular arms and flue broad 
chest, adorned with the print of the Br&hman's foot, when the 
Lord — says Tulsi D&a — began to handle his bow and arrows, the 
elephants that support the world, the tortoise, the serpent, and the 
earth itself, with its mountains and seas, all reeled. 

Dohd 83. 
The gods rejoiced at the sight of bis eplendoar and rained down 
flowers in abundance, singing' Glory, Glory, Glory to the All-merci- 
ful, the storehouse of beauty, strength, and perfection.' 

Chaupdi. 

Meanwhile the demon hosts came rolling on in infinite number. 
The monkey warriors at the sight advanced to meet them, like the 
thunder clouds gathered at the last day. Spears, lancns, and swords 
flashed again like gleams of lightning from every quarter of the 
heaven. The awful dio of elephants, chariots and horses was like 
1 tbeir own account, though thej 
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the thundering of a frightful tempeat. The monkeys' hnge tails as 
they apread over the sky were like thri uprising of a splendid rain- 
bow. The dust was borne aloft like a cloud, and the arrows fell like 
a copious shower. The nionntains hurled from either side were 
like the crash of repeated thunderbolts. When Hdma in bis wrath 
poured forth his arrows, tbe demon crew were sore smitten. At 
the smart of his shafts the warriors screamed with pain, and every- 
where reeled and fell to the ground. The rocks stream as it were 
with cascades ia a river of blood, the terror of cowards. 

Clihand 12. 

A most loathsome river of blood, striking cowards with terror, 
rolled on betvieen the two armies for its banks, with chariots for 
sand and. wheels for eddies — a frightful flood ; with elephants, foot 
soldiers, and horses for its aquatio birds, and vehicles of every kind, 
more than one could count, for its reeds and grasses ; with arrows, 
spears, and lances for its snakes, bows for its waves, and shields for 
its shoals of tortoises. 

Bohd 84. 

The fallen heroes are the trees on its bank, the marrow of their 
bones its soam. Cuwards tremble at the sight, hut the gallant are 
dauntless of soul. 

Ckaupdi. 
Those who bathe in it are imps, demons, and goblins, monstrooa 
ghouls and horrible vampires. Crows and vultures fly off with 
human arms, which they tear from one another and seize and 
devour. Says one ' at such a time of plenty, you wretch, is your 
hunger still unsatisfied P" Wounded warriors, fallen on the edge 
of the field, utter groans hke the dying left half in and half out of 
the water.* Vultures sit on the bank and fear the entrails of the 
dead, like fishermen intent on their rods. Many bodies float down 
with birds upon them, as if they wore boating iu a river. Witches 
draw water in skulls; other female demons and goblins dance in 

'That jou must come and steal from me iQetead of foraging for yourgelf 
'By arddka-jal, 'half iu tho water' is mMUt a dying man who has been 

taken by-faU fiicn<J» andiaid ou tbe very edge of the river, bo that be mav 

breathe bia last io the aacrcd atrcam. 
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the air, clashing tlie skulls of warriors for cymbala, while the 
infernal goddesses sing song after soog. Herds of jackals snarl anri 
growl and scamper about devouring till they are gorged. Thonsanda 
of headless bodies roam the plain, while the heads .fallen to the 
ground still shout ' victory, victory.' 

Chhand 13. 
The heads cry * victory, victory,' while the headless trunks rush 
wililiy about. Swords and skulls are inextricably involved, hero 
against hero, fighting and overthrowing. The monkeys crushed 
tho demon crew and triumphed through the power of Bdma, 
Smitten by Rama's arrows the leaders are conspicuous on the field 
of battle. 

Vohd 85. 
Biivan thought within himself — " The demons are routed.; I am 
alone, the bears and monkeys are many ; I must put forth all my 
magic power." 

Chaupdi. 

When the gods saw that the Lord was on foot, thoy were exceed- 
ingly disturbed in mind, and Indra at once despatched his own 
chariot. Matali brought it gladly, a. spendid chariot, divine, incom- 
parable ; the king of Kosala rejoiced as he mounted it. Its fomr 
beautiful and high mettled steeds, deathless aud ever young, flew . 
swift as thought. When they saw Eaghuadth mounted on a car, 
the monkeys rushed forward with renewed vigour. Their onset 
was irresistible. Then Ravao exerted his magic power. Eaghubfr 
know it to be a mere delusion, but Lakshman and the monkeys took 
it for real. They saw among the demon host many B6mas and as. 
many Lakshmans. 

Chhand 14. 

Seeing these multiplied Rumas and Lakshmans, the monkeys 
and bears were greatly dismayed ; wherever they looked, they saw 
him standing, as in a picture, and Lakshman with him. The lord 
of Kosala smiled to see the perplexity of his troops : flari made 
ready his bow and in a moment scattered the delusion : the monkey 
host rejoiced again. 



)vGoO'^lc 



DoM 86. 
Then Rama looked round about bim and cried with a mightj 
voice : — " Watch now the combat, between us two, for my captains 
are all a-wearied." 

Chaupai. 

So saying, Hagbun&th urged forward bis chariot, after bowing 
bis head at the Brabmana' lotus feet. Then was the king of Lanki 
full of fury and rushed to meet him, challenging him with a voice 
of thunder ; — *' The warriors you have defeated in battle, mark me, 
hermit^ I am not like tliem. The glory of Bfivan's name is known 
ibroughout tlie world, and how he cast into prison the regents of 
the spheres. You forsooth have slain Khara and Dushan and 
Viradha and killed poor B&li, lying in ambush for him like a hunts- 
tuan. Yon have routed the leaders of the demon host, and pat to 
death Kumbha-karan and Megbn^. But to-day I will make an 
end of all this fighting, unless, indeed, you save yoarself by Sight 
from the field. To-day, wretch, I will give yon in charge to Death ; 
you have now to deal with the mighty R4van." On hearing this 
abusive speech, the All-merciful, knowing him to be death-doomed, 
smiled and answered : — " True, true, I have heard all about your 
grcatnoes ; but no more boasting words, let me see your strength. 

Chhand 15. 
Do not destroy your reputation by boasting, but pardon me if 
I give yon a lesson. In this world there are three kinds of men 
resembling the dh4k, the mango, and the bread-fruit tree. The 
one has Sowers, the second flowers and frnit, and the third fruit 
only. The one talks ; the second talks and does ; the third does, 
but says not a word." 

DoM 87. 

On hearing Rama's speech, he laughed and said :-—" Now you 
would teach me wisdom. You did not fear to challenge me, but 
at last you begin to hold your life dear." 

Chaupdi. 

Having uttered this taunt, B4van in a fury began to let fly 
^ arrows like so many thunderbolts. The shafUi sped forth, of 
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many shapes, and on nil sides aronnil the heaven and earth were 
61ied with Ihc cloud of them. Baghubir discharged an arrow of 
fire, and in a moment the demon's bolts were all coosamed, He 
ground his teeth and hurled forth his mighty spear ; the lord 
turned it with an arrow and sent it back. Then he cast against 
bini thonaands of discs and tridents; bnt the lord without an effort 
snapped and turned them aside. BAvan's artillery was as anavail- 
ing as arc always the Bcheraes of the wicked. Then with a hundred 
arrows at once ho struck (he charioteer, who fell to tho ground, 
crying* victory to Rdma,' So thelord had compaBsiou npon him and 
raised him up again : bnt a terrible fury then possessed him. 

Chhand 16, 
Full of fury and ragtug in the battle, Raghupati's very arrows 
were ready to jump out of his quiver. At the sound of the awful 
twang of his bow all creation was seized with terror. Mandodari's 
heart quaked : the sea, the great tortoise, the earth and its sujk 
porter trembled ; the elephants of the eight quarters squealed and 
grasped the world tight in their jaws, while the gods laughed to see 
the sport. 

jyo/ui 88. 
Ho drew the bowstring to hjs ear and let fly his terrible darts ; 
they cleft the sky, quivering tike so many serpents. 

Chaupdi. 

The arrows sped forth Hkc winged serpents and at once laid 
low the charioteer and hia horses, breaking the car and snapping 
the flagstaff. Though inwardly his courage failed him, ho roared 
aloud and quickly mounted another car, and grinding his teeth let 
fly weapons and missiles of eveiy description. But all his efforts ■ 
had as little reward as those of a man bent only on iujnring others. 
Then Rdvan hurled forth ten spears, which struck the four horses 
and brought them to the ground. lUma was furious ; he raised 
the horses and then drew his bow and let fly hia arrows. The ed <re 
of Raghubir's shafts swept off Eavun's heads as though they had 
been lotuses. He smote each of his ten heads with ten arrows: the 
Hood gushed forth in torrents. Streaming with gore, ho rushed oa 
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in Ilia strength ; but the lord agnin fitted arrows to his bow and let 
By thirtj shafta ; liis heads and arms all fell to the ground. 
Again Efi.ma aniote away his arms and heads, for they had grown 
afresh after being cut off. Time after tiriie the lord struck off hia 
arms and heads, but they wore no sooner smitten off than fhey 
were again renewed. Again and again the lord shred off his heads 
and Rrma. The king of Kosala mightily diverted himself. The 
whole heaven was full of heads and arms, like an infinite number of 
Ketus and Ilifaus ;' 

Ckhand 17. 
As though a multitude of Bfiiius and Ketus stroaming with 
gore were rushing through the air ; for Raghnbir's arrows had 
such force, thnt after bitting their mark they coulJ not fall to 
the ground. Each arrow transfixing a set of heads seemed; as it 
flew through the sky, like a ray of the angry sun strung all over 
with moon-troablers.^ 

Dohd 89. 
As quickly as the lord struck off his heads, they were renewed 
again without end ; like the passions of a man devoted to the 
world, which increase over more and more. 

Chaupdi. 
When Bavan saw this mnltiplicatiun of his heads, he thought 
no more of death and waxed still more furious. He thnndcred 
aloud in his insane pride, and rushed forward with his ten bows 
all Strang at once, raging wildly on the field of battle, and over- 
whelmed B&ma's chariot with such a shower of arrows that for a 
moment it was quite lost to sight, as when the sun is obscured by 
a mist. The gods cried ' alack, alack'; bat the lord wrathfully 
grasped his bow and parrying the arrows smote off his enemy's 
heads, which flew in all directions, covering heaven and earth. 

'The demon Bihu, hsTing disfraii^ed himself as one of the gods, encceeded 
in secnriag a draught of the nectHr, which thej bail churned out of the oceao. 
The son and moon, who hsd detected the impoator, gave informatiou to Vishnu, 
vho thereupon cat oR the nioQ)^ter'a head and two of bis four arras. As be rould 
net rob him of the iniiuortality that the neutar had conferreil, the severed bead 
And tail were tnGlamorphosed into henveiily bodies, under the names of Rahu 
and Ketu, or the ascendiag aod descendiDK node: of whioh the former still 
irreaka vengeance on the sun and moon tij aon aud again Bwallowiug them 

>KiJ*«n-('H'a,— literally ' the moon -trou bier.' is another name (or Riha. 
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Severed as they were, tbey flew through the sky, uttering hideous 
oriea of " victory, victory I where is Lakshman, where Bagriva 
«nd Angad ; where "Riano. the prince of Koaaia? 

Chhand 18. 
Where now is B^ma?" cried the heads as they sped through the 
air. The monkeys saw and turned to flight ; bnt the Jewel of the 
race of Bagha with a smile made ready his bow and with his 
arrows shot the heads through and through ; as though the god- 
dess E£li, with a rosary of skulls in her hand, and accompanied by 
all her attendants, had bathed in the river Blood and come to wor- 
ship at the shrine of Battle. 

Dolui 90. 

Again B&van in his fnry hurled forth his mightiest spear : like 
the holt of death it flew straight for Yibhtshan. 

ChavptH. 
■When he saw the awful spear coming, he cried ' my trust is 
in him who ever relieves the distress of the destitute,' and Rkma 
at once put Vibhishan behind him and exposed himself to the full 
force of the missile. When it strnck, the lord swooned for a 
vrhile, a mimicry which fllled the gods with dismay. When 
Yibhfshan saw his lord faioting, he seized his club in bis hand 
and i-uahed on in a fnry : — " Ah, ill-starred wretch, fool, dull of 
understanding, enemy alike of gods, men, saints, and n^gas ; 
inasmuch as yon devoutly offered yonr head to Siva, yon have 
received a thousand for one in return. This is the only reason 
why as yet yon have escaped ; but now death is dancing on your 
pate, fool, to oppose B^ma and yet hope to triumph," So saying 
he struck him on the chest with his club. 
Chkand 19. 
At the terrible stroke of the mighty club on bU chest he fell to 
the ground ; but, his ten heads all streaming with blood, he again 
pickdd himself np and came on full of fnry. The two closed with 
all their might iu savage wrestle, each mauling the other ; but 
Yibhishan was inspired with the strength of Bfima, and fell upon 
him as though he were of no account whatever. 
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Vohd 91. 
Uin&, Yibhlshan would not have dared of himaell' to look 
Bavan in the face ; but now in the might of R&ma he closed with 
him like very death. 



Bnt Hanumfin saw that YibbiBhan was sorely exliaasted and 
rushed forward with a rock inhishand, with which hecrnshed chariot, 
horaei, and driver, and gave the demon himself a kick in the ribs. 
He stood erect but tremhled all over, and Vibhiahan escaped into 
the presence of the Savionr of the world. Then B&van fell upon 
the monkey, who spread hia tail and Elew into tbe air. He laid 
hold of the tail and so was borne alofl with the monkey, tbe mighty 
Hanum^n, who again turned and closed with him. Tbe well- 
matohed pair continued fighting overhead, each furiously bruising 
the other, and putting forth all bis strength and skill ; as though 
monnts Anjan and Sumeru had come into collision in the heaven. 
The demon was so astute that there was no throwing him, till the 
lord came to tbe support of the bod of the wind. 

Chhand 20. 
Supported by Baghabir, the valiant monkey struck R&van a 
violent blow. He fell to the ground, but rose again to fight, so 
that the gods shouted ' victory' to both. Seeing Hanum^u in 
such a strait, the monkeys and bears advanced in furioos passion ; 
but lUvan, battle-mad, crushed all their atoutest cbampims with 
tile might of hia terrible arm. 

Dohd 92. 

Rallied by fiagbublr, the bold monkeys came on again. See- 
ing them to be so strong, he bad recourse to magic. 

Chaupdi. 
In a moment he became invisible and then again showed him- 
self in a multitude of forms. Every bear and monkey in Rfima'a 
army saw a separate Rdvan confronting him. At the sight of 
such an infinity of Ravans, the bears and monkeys fled in all 
directions. Not one of them had the courage to stay, but all fled 
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crying ' Help, Laksbman ; help, Raghalir.' Myriads of R^vans 
pnrsaed tbem on every side, thundering aloud with hoarse and 
terrible cries. The gods were all panic-stricken and betook them- 
selves to flight, saying : — " Now, brother, abandon all hope of 
victory. A single Ruv^n subdued the whole heavenly host, and 
now there are many of them — make for the cavea in the moun- 
tain," Only Brahma and Sambhu, and the wisest of Uie saints 
stood fast, who had some undorBtanding of their lord's might. 
Chhand 21. 

They who nnderstood hia power remained fearless ; but the 
monkeys took the apparitions for real enemies and fled, monkeys 
and bears alike, crying in their terror ' Help, god of mercy.' 
Only Hanum^u, Angad, Nila, and Nala, the leaders of the host, 
fought bravely on and crushed thousands upon thousands of Ravaus, ' 
the delusive growth of earth-born heroes. 
Dohd 93. 

The king of Kosala smiled to see the panic of the gods and 
monkeys, and striuging his'bow dispersed with a single arrow the 
whole host of Ravans. 

C/taupdi. 

In a moment the lord dispersed the whole phantom scene, an 
when tlie darkness is scattered at the rising of the sun. Seeing 
only one R&van, the gods turned again with joy and showered 
down many flowers upon the Lord. Rama then raised his arms 
aloft and rallied the monkeys, who turned again, each shouting 
to his neighbour. Inspired by the might of their lord, the bears 
and monkeys went forth, and with renewed vigour re-entered the 
arena. When R4van saw the gods exulting, ho muttered : — 
" They think I am now reduced to one ; foola, you have ever been 
my prey." So saying, he made a savage spring into the air, and 
as the gods fled screaming, he cried — ' Wretches, whither can you 
go from my presence?' Seeing their dismay, Angad rushed for- 
ward and with a bound seized him by the foot and threw him to 
the ground, 

Chhand 22. 

Having seized and hurled him to the gronnd, the son of B&U 
gave him a kick and then rejoined his lord. The Ten-headed, on 
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recovering himself, rose again and shouted terribly with a voice of 
thnnder. Proudly he strung his bow, and HUin^ ten arrows to the 
string, he let fly many volleys, wounding all his enemies : at the 
sight of their confusion he gloried in his might. 

Dohd 94. 

Then Eaghupati cut off Eavan'a heads and arms, his arrows 
also and his bow ; but they all sprouted again, like sins committed 
at a holy place. 

Chawpdi. 

Seeing the multiplication of their enemy's heads and arms, the 
bears and monkeys were mightily indignant and rushed on in a 
fury, crying — ' Will the wretch never die, with hi heads and arms 
all cut off ?' The son of Bali, with Hanum^n, Nala, and Nfla, the 
monkey king Sugriva, and the valiant Dwivid, hurled upon him 
trees and mountains ; but he caught each mountain and tree and 
threw them back upon the monkeys. One tore the enemy's body 
with his claws, another wonld ran past and kick him. But Nala 
and Nila clambered up on to his heads and set to tearing his face ■ 
with their talons. When he saw the blood, he was sore troubled 
in soal and put up his arms to catch them ; but they were not to 
be canght and sprang about over bis hands, like two bees over a 
bed of lotuses. At last with a savage bound be clutched them 
both and dashed them to (he ground, twisting and breaking their 
arms. Then in his fury he took his ten bows in his hands and 
with his arrows smote and wonnded the monkeys, so that Hanu- 
m4n and all were rendered senseless- The approach of night had 
gladdened him. Seeing all the monkey chiefs in a swoon, the 
valiant Jambav&n rushed forward, and with him the bears, armed 
with mountains and trees, which they began hurling upon him. 
The mighty Ravan was enraged, and many of the heroes he seized 
by the log and dashed to the ground. Their king was wrath to 
see such havoc among his troops and gave him a savage kick on the 
breast. 

Chkand 23. 
The blow smote him so heavily on the breast that he fell faint- 
ing from his chariot to the ground, grasping a bear in each of his 
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twenty hands, like bees hiding by night in the folds of the lotus. 
Seeinff bim senBeless, the king of the bears again strnck him with 
his foot and then rejoined the Lord. As night had now come, tho 
charioteer lifted Ravan on to the car and made off as best hs 
could. 

Dohii fl5. 

On recovering from their swoon, the bears and monkeys all 
appeared before Kami) ; while all the demons crowded rouad 
Ravan in the utmost consternation. 

Ckaupiii. 

Dnring the night Trijat& went to Sita and told her the whole 
story. When Sita heard of the multiplication of the enemy's 
heads and arms, she was sorely dismayed and thus addreaaed 
Trijat&, with downcast face and much anxiety of soul: — ^' Why 
do you not tell me, mother, what is to be done, and how this 
plague of the universe can be pat to death ? He will not die, even 
though Haghnpati's arrows liave shorn off his beads ; of a truth, 
God is makiag everything turn out perversely. It must be my 
ill-lack which gives him life ; for I too survive, though separated 
from H&ma's lotus feet. The s'ame fate that created the false 
phantom of the golden deer is still cruel to me. The god that 
enables me to support such insupportable anguish ; which made 
me speak crossly to Lakshman ; which keeps me alive under suoh 
pain, pierced through aud through as I am with the poisoned 
arrows of Emma's loss, arrows with which Love has smitten me: 
it is this god, I swear, that keeps him alive." With many such 
words did Jduaki make piteous lamentation, as she recalled to 
mind the AU-meroiful. Trijat^ replied : — " Hearken, royal maid, 
the enemy of the gods will die if an arrow strike bim in the 
breast. But the Lord will not smite him there, because the image 
of 8Ua is imprinted on his heart. 

Chkand 24. 

J&naki dwells in his heart and in Janaki's heart is my home ; 
in my heart are all the spheres of creation ; if an arrow lodge there 
all will be undone." On hearing this explanation, she was 
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somawbat comforted j bat seeing her still uneasy in mind, Trijati 
continued : — " Now tbis is the way the monster will be killed ; 
hearken, fair lady, and cease to be so greatly disquieted. 

DoM 96. 
In the pain of baving his beads cut off your image will be for- 
gotten and the sagaciotis Rfima will then smite him in the heart." 

Chaupdi, 
With such words having done all she conld to comfort her, Tri- 
jatfi returned home again. But Sita, reflecting on Rama's amia- 
bility, was a prey to all the anguish of bereavement, and broke ont 
into reproaches of the night and the moon : — "The night will never 
be spent, though it has seemed already an age long." In her heart 
of hearts she made sore lamentation, sorrowing for Bfima's loss. 
When the pangs of bereavement were at their very height, her leil 
eye and arm throbbed. Considering this to be a good omen, she 
took courage : — 'I shall now see again the gracious Baghabir.' 
Meanwhile B4van bad woke at midnight and began abusing bis 
charioteer: — " Fool, to bring ma away from the field of battle ; a 
curse on you for a vile dullard." He laid hold of his feet and 
deprecated his wrath ; and he, as soon as it was'dawn, mounted his 
chariot and sallied forth again. When they heard of Ravan'a 
approach, the monkey army was greatly excited, and tearing up 
mountains and trees on every side the terrible warriors rushed to 
the onset, gnashing their teeth. 

Chhand 25. 
The huge monkeys and terrible bears rushed on, with mountains 
in their haodS) which they hurled forth with the utmost fury ; the 
demons turned and Sed. When they had thus scattered the ranks, 
the valiant monkeys nest closed around B&ran, buffeting him on 
every side and tearing him with their claws, so that his M'hole body 
was mangled. 

I/ohd 97. 
Seeing the monkeys so powerful, BAvan took thought, and in a 
moment became invisible and created a magic illusion. 
22 
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By the magic that ho wrought terrible beings were manifested ; 
imps, demons, and goblins, with bows and arrows in their hands, 
witches clutching swords and in one hand a hnman sknll, from 
which they quaff draughts of blood, dancing and singing many a 
song. Their horrible cries of 'seize and kill' echo all around, while 
dogs with open mouth' run to and fro. Then began the monkeys 
to flee ; but wherever they ^urn in flight, they see a blazing fire. 
Monkeys and bears were both in dismay. Then there fell upon 
them a shower of eaud. They were routed on all ,sides and the 
Ten-headed roared again. Lakshmao, the monkey-king and all the 
chiefs were at thoir wits' end. The bravest of them wraug their 
hands, crying 'alas, E^ma; alas Raghun&th.' After crushing all 
their might in this fashion, he nest practised another kind of 
magio. A host of Hanumdns were manifested, who rushed 
forward with rocks in their hands and encircled B4ma in a 
dense mass on every side. With gnashing teeth and up-turned 
tail, they shouted *kill, hold fast, never let him go;' their tails 
making a complete circle all round with tbe king of Kosala 
in the midst. 

Chhand 27-28. 
In their midst the dark-hued king of Kosala shone forth as 
resplendent in beauty as a lofty taTiidl tree encircled by a hedge of 
gloaming rainbows. As they gazed upon the Lord, the heart of the 
gods was moved with mingled joy and grief, while they raised the 
cry of ' victory, victory,' Iq a moment and with a single arrow 
Daghnbfr indignantly dispelled the delusion. As the phantoms 
vanished, the monkeys and bears rejoiced and all turned again, 
with trees and rocks in their hands. Bftma shot forth a flight c^ 
arrows and BAvan's heads and arms again fell to the ground. 
Though a hundred Hesh-nfigs, Sfirad^s, and Vedic hards were 
to spend many ages in singing the various achievements of 
llama in his battle with R&van, they would never come to the 
end of them. 

■For muAA bdya, 'irilh open mouth,' gomo books readnatA biga, which 
would Dican ' haviiig BcaLtercd the aaoriflce.' As no sacrifice has beea men- 
tioued, the lormer Bcems preferable ; though the latter may also be understood 
aa a general iuiage of horror. 
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Z>oU 98i 
TuUi Yihs, poor clown, wbo would tell even the least part of bis 
glory, is like a gnat who thinks himself strong enough to fly np 
into heaven. Though his heads and arms were cat oif again and 
again, the mighty king of LankA was not killed. Sages, sainta, and 
gods were confounded by the agonizing sight, the pastime of tbcir 
lord. 

Chaupdi. 
Ko sooner were bis heads cut off than a fresh crop grew, like 
covetousness increased by gain.' For all his toil tho monster died 
not and RAma then turned and looked at Yibhlsban. Um&, the 
Lord, whom fato and death obey, thus tested the devotion of one 
of his creatures. "Hearken, omniscient sovereign of all things 
animate and ioanimate, defender of tho suppliant, delight of gods 
and saints, it is only, sire, by virtue of the nectar that abides in the 
, depth of his navel that Kivan lives." On hearing Vibbisbau's 
speech the All-merciful was pleased and took his terrible arrows ia 
his hand. Many omens of ill then began to present themselves : 
asses, jackals, and packs of dogs set up a howling ; birds screamed 
over the distress of the world and comets appeared in every quarter 
of the heaven ; fierce flames broke out on every side, and though 
there was no new moon, the sun was eclipsed. Mandodari's heart 
beat wildly and statues flowed with tears from their eyes. 

CUand 29. 

Statues wept, thunder crashed in the air, a mighty wind blew, 
the earth quaked, the clouds dropt blood, hair and dust : who conld 
recount all the portents? At the sight of such unapeakable con- 
fusion the gods of heaven in dismay uttered prayers for victory. 
Perceiving their distress, the merciful BaghnpSti set arrows lo 
his bow ; 

Doha 99. 

And drawing the string to his ear he let fly at once thirty-one 
shafts. The bolts of Baghu-n^yak flew forth like the serpents of 
death. 

le desire cat ofl or satUfied tk&a other 
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Chaupdi. 
One arrow dried ap the depth of his n&vel, the others struck 
oS bis heads and arms, and witfa such violence that they carried 
bead and arms away with them. The headless and armless trunk 
still danced upon the plain. The earth sunk beneath the weight 
of the body as it rushed wildly on, till the lord with his arrows 
smote it in twain. At the moment of death he thundered aloud with 
a fierce and terrible yell: 'Where is il&ma, that I may ohallenga 
and slay him F* The earth reeled as B4van fell ; the sea, the rivers, 
the elephants of the eight quarters and the mountains were all shaken. 
The two halves lay full length upon the ground, thronged by 
a crowd of bears and monkey?. But the arrows deposited the 
beads and arms before Mandodari and then returned to the lord 
of the universe and dropt again into the quiver. Seeing this, the 
gods sonnded the kettle-drnms. His sonl entered the lord's mouth ; 
Siva and Brahma rejoiced to see the sight The whole universe 
resonnded with cries of " victory, victory : glory to Raghubir, the 
mighty of arm ; glory to the AU-mercifal ; glory to Mukunda ;" 
while throngs of gods and saints rained down flowers. 

Ckhand 30-31. 

" Glory to Muknnda, the fountain of mercy, the snbduer of 
rebellion, our refuge, our health-giving lord ; the seatterer of the 
ranks of the impious, the great First Cause, the compassionate, the 
ever Snpreme." All the gods in their joy showered down flowers 
and the kettle-drums sounded aloud, while on the field of battle 
B&ma's every limb displayed the beauty of a myriad Loves. The 
crown on his coil of hair all besprinkled with blossoms shone forth 
in. exquisite splendour like flashes of lightning gleaming amidst the 
fitar-Utpeaksofadarkmountain. With the bow and arrows that he 
1)randi8hed in his arms, his body, spangled with specks of blood, 
seemed like some spotted amadavad that bad perched on a i&m&l 
tree in a rapture of delight. 

DoJid 100. 

With a shower of gracious glances the lord dispelled the fears 
of all the gods ; and bears and monkeys ahonted in tiieir joy ' glory 
to Mnknnda, the abode of bliss.' 
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Chaapdi. 
When Man^odari saw her lord's heads, she fainted in her grief 
and fell to the ground. Her bevy of weeping maidens Bprang op in 
haste and snpported her and brought her to B&van's body. When 
she saw the state in which her lord was, she set np a shriek, her hair 
flew loose, and there was no strength left in her body. Wildly 
beating her bosom and weeping, she reconnted all his glory: — 
" At your might, my lord, the earth ever trembled ; fire, moon, 
and son were bereft of splendour. The great serpent and tortoise 
could not bear the weight of your body, which now lies on the 
ground, a mere heap of ashes. Yamna, Knver, Indra, and the 
god of the wind had never the courage to face you in battle. By 
the might of your ann, my lord, you conquered death and fete ; 
and to-day yon have fallen like the poorest creature. Your mag- 
nificence was renowned throughout the world ; while the strength 
of your son and yonr kinsmen surpassed description. You opposed 
RAiua and this is now year condition ; not one of yonr stock ia left 
even to make lamentation. The whole sphere of oreatjou was in 
your power, my lord, and the frighted regonla of the eight quarters 
ever bowed their heads before you ; bnt now jackals devour your 
heads and arms, and rightly so, seeing that yon opposed Rfims. 
Death-doomed, my lord, you heeded not ray words, and took 
the sovereign of all things animate and inanimate for a mere 
man. * 

ChJiand 32. 
" You took for a man Hari, the self-existent, that fire to consume 
the forest of devildom ; and you worshipped not, my spouse, the 
All-merciful, to whom Siva and Brahma and all the gods do rever- 
ence. From your birth you have delighted to injure others, and 
this yonr body has been a very sink of sin, and yet Rama has 
now raised yon to his own abode ; I bow before the blamelesB 
God. 

Vohd 101. 

" Ah, my lord, there is none other so' gracious as Kaghun^th, 
the great God, who has given yon a rank, to which the company 
of saints can with difficulty attain." 
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Chaupdi. 
When they heard Mandodari's speech, gods, saints, and sages 
were all enraptured. Brahma, Siva, Niirad, SanaUkum^ra, and all 
the great seers who have preached the way of salvation, gazed 
upon Bagbup&ti with eyes full of tears and were overwhelmed 
with devotion. Seeing all the women making lamentation, Vibbfs- 
ban Tvent to the spot, his heart heavy with grief, and was sorely 
pained to see his brother's condition. Then the Lord gave an order 
to Lakshman, who did all that he could to console him. At last 
Vibbfshan betook himself to the lord, who looked npon him with an 
eye of compassion and said ' make an end of sorrow and perform 
the funeral rit£a.' In obedience to bis command he celebrated his 
obsequies, wisely bearing in mind the circnmstanoea of time and 
place. 

Dohd 102. 

Mandodari aad the others presented the dead with the handfuls 
of sesamnmseedaad the queen then returned to the palace, recount- 
ing to herself all Baghnp&ti's excellencies. 

Chaupdi. 

Again Vibhlshan came and bowed hia head. Then the All-mercitiit 
called his younger brother and said, "Do you and the monkey prince 
and Angad and Kala and Nila, with Jimbavaa and the sagacious 
son of the wind, go aJl together in company with Vibhfshan and 
make the arrangements for his coronation ;" thus cried Baghunath ; 
"I by reason of my father's commands may not enter the city, bnt 
I send the monkey and my younger brother to take my place." The 
monkey started at once, on receiving his lord's order, and went and 
made ready for the installation. With due reverence they seated 
him on the throne, andafter marking his foreheadnith the royal sign, 
they sang a hymn of praise, and with clasped hands all bowed th» 
head before him. Then with Yibbishan they returned to the Lord, 
and Baghnbir addressed the monkeys with su!ch gracious words as 
made them all glad. 

C/Aand 33. 

He made them glad with words that were sweet as nectar :— •'' It 
is by your might that the enemy has been defeated, and that 
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Vibhishan has acquired the kingdom ; your glory will live for ever- 
tfaroaghout the universe. Whoever with sincere devotion shall sing 
3'our glorious deeds in eonnection with me shall cross without aa 
effort the boundless ocean of existence." 
Bohd 103. 
The monkey host would never have been tired of listening to 
Iheir lord's words ; again and again they all bowed the head and 
clasped his lotus feet. 



The Ijord next addressed Hanumun. " Go to Lanh&," said the 
god, '* and tell Jinaki the news and bring me back word of bar wel- 
fare." Hanan)4a then entered the city. The demons and demon- 
esses no sooner heard than they ran to meet him, and shewed him 
every possible boQor and pointed out Sita tobira. From afar off the 
monkey prostrated himself. She recognized B&ma's messenger. 
"Tellme, friend, of my gracious lord, and of his brother; is he weU, 
and all the monkey host?" "All is well, madam, with the king of 
Kosala ; be has conquered RAvan in battle; Vibhfshan has been 
placed in secure possession of the throne." On hearing the monkey's 
reply, joy was diffused over her soul. 

Chhand 34. 

Sita's soul was overjoyed, her body thrilled^ and ber eyes 
streamed with tears, as again and again she cried : —"What can I 
give you, monkey ? there is nothing in the three spheres of crea- 
tion to be compared to your tidings." " Hearken, madam ; to-day 
of a truth I have already obtained the undisputed sovereignty of 
the world, when I see and adore B4ma with his brother triumphing 
over the ranks of the enemy." 

Z>oU 104. 

" Hearken, my son Hanumdn ; every virtue finds a home in 
your heart ; may yon live and prosper for ever in the service of 
Kosala's king. 

Chaupdi. 

But now friend, devise some plan by which I may see with my 
own eyes his dark but comely form." Haaum&n then returned to 
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B&Qia and told him of Sita's welfare. Whan the Glory of the 
Solar raoe heard hor moaaago, he said to prince Yibhiahan :— " Gki 
yoa with Haaum&a and respeotfully escort Sita here." They all 
went at once to the place where SHa was. The demon ladiea 
hombly do her service and being sharply ordered by Vibhishan 
attend het to the bath with all formality and adorn her with 
ornaments of every deacriptioo. Then they make ready and bring 
up a handsome palanquin, which she mounted with joy, thinking 
ever of it&ma. with the deepest affection. On all fonr sides were 
gnarda, with starea in their hands, who marched with the greatest 
gladness of sonL The bears and monkeys all came to look, but the 
gnarda in a fnry rushed to keep them back. Said Baghubir — ■ 
" Attend to what I say ; bring Sita on foot, friend ; let the monkeys 
see her as they woald their own mother." Thas said the great 
Baghun^th and smiled. Tbe bears and monkeys were delighted to 
hear liia commands, and from heaveo the gods rained down a pro- 
fusion of flowers. To begin with, he placed Sita in the fire, foe 
he wished the internal witness to be revealed.^ 

Doha 105. 
For this reason the All-merciful spoke with seeming harshness. 
All the demonesses, when they heard it, began to make lamen- 
tation, 

Chaupai, 

But Sita bowed to her lord's command — pure aa she waa 
in thought, word and deed — and said " Laksliman, be yon the cele- 
brant of this rite ; show me the fire and be quick." When Laksh- 
man heard Sita's words, so full of detachment, discretion, and 
piety, his eyes filled with tears and he clasped his hands in prayer, 
but could not speak a word to his lord. Seeing that B&ma was 
displeased, he ran and kindled a fire with a quantity of wood that 
he had brought. Sita beheld the fierceness of the flame, but was glad 
of heart withonta particle of fear. " If neither in thought, word or 

IThe meanins of the nords Antara SdiM, ths internal witnesB, or witness 
of the soul, would not be reiy obvious without a reference to the Sanskrit text, 
in which Sita mates her prayer to the Fire-god, addreaeing hira thna : " Thou 
O Fite, biioweiit the secrets of the hearts (tarlranlara gbcharah) at all living 
creataiea ; be thou my witaesi (e4kahi') asaume a Tisible form and sare luc, U 
beat of gods." 
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cleed I have ever abandoneii Rama or chorished any otboi', may the 
fire, wbicli tests all men's actions, become as cooliDg as sandal- 
wood." 

Chhand 35. 

The flame was cool as sandal-wcrod, as 8ita entered it, medita- 
ting on her lord : — " Glory to the king of Kosala, for whose feet, 
ever worshipped by Siva, I cherish the purest devotion." Her 
shadow and the stain of social disgrace were alone consumed in the 
blading fire. Such an action on the part of the Iiord had never 
been seen before : gods, saints, and sages all stood at gaze. The 
Fire assumed a bodily form and took her by the hand and led and 
presented her to Rama, the very Lakshmi celebrated alike in the 
Yedas and the world, who erst arose as Indira from the sea of 
milk. Resplendent with exquisite beanty she shines forth as the 
left side of H&ma's body, like the blossom of a golden lily beside 
a fresh blue lotns. 

J?ohd 106. 

The gods in their delight rain down flowers and make mnsio ia 
the air, while the Kinnaraa sing and the nymphs of heaven dance, all 
mounted on their chariots. The beauty of Janak's daughter 
reunited to her lord was beyond sU measure and bound ; the bears 
and monkeys, in their rapture at the sight, shouted ' glory to Bama 
the beneficent.' 

Chaupdi, 

Then came Matali, having obtained Bima's permission, and 
bowed his head at his feet. The gods, too, selfish as ever, came 
and made this seemingly pious prayer : — *' Friend of the destitute, 
gracious Raghur^i, a god yourself, yon have shown mercy to 
the gods. This sensual wretch, who delighted to harass the whole 
world, has perished by his own wickedness in his sinful course. 
You are the supreme spirit, one and everlasting, ever unchange- 
able and nnatfected by circumstances, without parts or qualities 
nncreated, Unless, all perfect, invincible, nnerriug, full of [tower and 
compassion; incarnateas the fish, the tortoise, the boar, the lion-man, 
ftnd the dwarf; as rarasn-ram also and now as B^a ; whenever, 
23 
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OLord, the gods have been in trouble, yon bave taken birth invari- 
ous forms to put an end to it : but this impure wretch, the persis- 
tent plague of heaven, given up to sensnali^, greed, pride and 
passion, this monster of moDsters, has been promoted to your 
sphere and thereat we marvel greatly. We gods are high mast«r3-, 
but in our selfishness we have forgotten the worship of our lord, 
and thus we are ever involved in the flood of wordly passions; but 
now, Lord, have mercy upon us, for we oome to you for refuge." 

Dohd 107. 
With clapped hands the gods and saints stood all round about 
liim, thus making supplication ; and — his whole body quivering with 
excess of devotion — Brahma at last broke out into this hymn of 
praise. 

Chfiand 36. 
" Glory to the immortal B&ma, the blissful Eari, the prince 
of Baghu's line, with his bow and arrows; the lionlike lord to rend 
in pieces the elephant of earthly existence ; the ocean of perfection, 
the all-wise, the all-pervading ; in whoso body is concentrated the 
incomparable beauty of a myriad Loves ; whose virtues are sang by 
bards, saints, and sages. Hero of spotless renown, who ia thy wrath 
didst seize B&van, as Gariir might seize soma monstrous serpent ; 
delight of mankind ; destroyer of grief and fear; ever unmoved by 
passion ; lord of supreme intelligeuce ; beneficent incarnation of 
illimitable perfection ; loosener of earth's burdens ; very wisdom ; 
everlasting, all-pervading, ever one, without beginning, I raptur- 
ously adore thee, O B&ma, fountain of mercy. Glory of the line 
of Raghn, slaying Bushan and making a king of the over faithiut 
Vibhfshan ; storehouse of virtue and wisdom j incomprehensible 
apd from everlasting, I constantly adore thee, O B^ma, the pas- 
sionless, the supreme. Mighty of arm, strong in renown, extermi- 
nator of the hordes of the sinfnl ; pre-eminent in auspicionsness ; 
friend and protector even of the undeserving suppliant ; I worship 
the perfection of beauty, the spouse of Lakshmi. Deliverer from 
the burden of mortality, extern to cause and effect, soul-created 
destroyer of hideous sin ; wiolder of the arrows and bow and lovely 
quiver ; lotus-eyed paragon of kings ; temple of bliss, Lakshmi'a 
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boantifnl consort ; snbdaer of pride, last, lying, and [selfishness ; 
irreproachable, imperishable ; perceptive and percept ; all forms 
alike and jet oo determinate form ; like the light of the snn — tlins 
the Vedas have declared,' it is no mere quibble of speech —which 
is separate from it and yet not separate. How fortunate, my lord, 
are all these monkeys who reverently gaze npon thy face. A curae, 
Hari, on the life we gods enjoy ; without devotion to yon we have all 
gone astray in the world. Now, as thou art compassionate to the 
suppliant, have compaasion upon me; a lion to destroy the ele- 
phant-like inconstancy of my purpose ; may I practise the reverse 
of my former way and live happy, esteeming that a happiness 
which was before a pain. Mercy, destroyer of the wicked, beautiful 
jewel, whose lotas feet are cherished by Sambhu and Um&. O king 
of kings, grant me tbia boon, the blessing of a constant devotion 
to thy lotus feet." 

Dokd ICg. 
As Brahma made this prayer, his whole body quivered with 
excess of devotion, and his eyes beholding the ocean of beanty 
refused to be satisfied. 

ChavjxU. 

Then too came Daaarath, and, when he beheld his son, his eyes 
were flooded with tears. The Lord and his brother made obeisance 
before him and their father gave them his blessing. " It is all due, 
Bire, to your religions merit that the invincible demon king has 
been conquered." On hearing his son's words, hia affection increased 
still more ; his eyes streamed and every hair on bis body stood erect. 
Seeing his father thus overcome by love, Eagbupati, after first 
taking thought, bestowed npon bim absolute wisdom. He did not 
receive the boon of deliverance from existence, Uma, for this reason, 
that Dasarath had grasped the mystery of faith. Worshippers of 
the incarnate are not rewarded with annihilation, but R&ma gives 
them devotion to himself. Having again and again prostrated him- 
self before the lord, Dasarath proceeded with joy to his abode in 
heaven, 

•A'arfanfi may be taken at the third peraon plnral of the present tense of 
the Terb tiad, ' to declare,' like vadanti from Bad ; and Rsm Jasao from tbe way 
that he has diiided the words in the text, ETidently bo reBardcd it. Butpetbapa 
it is better to divide thoa, nadanli-kaikS, instead of nadanii AnfAd i 'donti-katha 
beiDg a common colloquial eKpression for a lerbal quibble, or an arguiuent m»- 
supported by authority. 
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The Lord, the king of Kosala, rejoiced together with hia brotber 
and Jilnaki. At tlio charming sight the king of the gods in hia 
delight chanted thia hymn of praise. 

Chhand Tomar^ 37. 

"Glory to Bima, the home of beanty, the merciful, the refuge 
of the Bnppliant ; equipt with quiver and bow and arrows, triumph- 
ing in his mighty strength of arm. Glory to the foe of Ddshan, 
the foe of Khara, the destroyer of the demon host ; when my lurd 
slew this last monater, all llie gods were happy again. Glory to the 
remover of earth's burdens, whose greatness is indeed vast and 
unbounded. Glory to Ravan's merciful foe, the discomforter of the 
demons. Outrageous was the pride of the king of Lankfi, who had 
red need to anbjection gods and gandharvas ; who relentlessly pursued 
saints nnd sages, men, birds, and serpents j a malignant and jmplac- 
able monster ; but who now — the wretch — has obtained hia reward. 
Hearken now, protector of the suppliant, with the large lotas eyes ; 
my pride was inordinate, there was no one to equal me. Now 
after seeing thy lotns feet, the arrogance that caused me so mnch 
misery has passed away. Let others adore the imembodied supreme, 
the primary existence, whom the Yedaa hymn ; bat my desire 
is the king of Kosala, the divine B&ma, visible and material. 
Together with Sita and Lakshman, make my heart thy abode. 
aponse of Lakshmi, recognize me as thy servant, and grant me 
faith. 

Chhand 38. 

Grant me faith, O spouse of Lakshmi, soother of terror, con- 
soler of the suppliant. Thee I adore, O blissful It^ma, prince 
of the house of Raghn, beautiful as a myriad Loves. Delight of 
the hosts of heaven, qneller of strife; in form as a man of 
incomparable strength ; object of the adoration of Brahma, 
Sanku^ and all the gods, I worship tliee, B4ma, the gracions, 
the benign. 
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Now in thy mercy, most merciful, look Tipon me and direct 
me what to do." Oq hearing this tender appeal the protector of 
the poor made answer : — 

Chaupdi. 

" Hearken, king of the gods ; my bears and monkeya who lie 
on the groond slain by the demons, have lost theirlife on my accouDt: 
restore them all to life, wise king of heaven." Hearken, Gar6r, 
this request of tlie lord's is a mystery that only the greatest sages 
can comprehend. The liord could himself destroy and re-create the 
three spheres of creation; only he wished to do Indra hononr. 
With a shower of ambrosia he restored the bears and monkeys to 
life. They arose with joy and all betook them to the Lord. The 
shower of ambrosia fell on both armies ; but the bears and monkeys 
came to life, not the demons. The image of Bima was imprest 
upon the demons' soul ; thus they were loosed from the fetters of 
existence, and became absorbed in the divinity. The bears and 
monkeys were partial incarnations of the gods, and were really 
all alive ; but it was the will of Bagbnpati, Who is there so kind to 
the destitute as B&ma, who granted final deliverance oven to the 
host of demons, while that filthy and sensnal monster Bfivan 
obtained translation to the same sphere as the holiest of saints. 

I>okd 111. 

After showering down Sowers, the gods mounted their splendid 
chariots and withdrew. Then seeing his opportunity the sagaoions 
'Gambhu drew near to Bama. Most lovingly, with clasped hands, 
Jiis lotuB eyes full of tears and his body quivering all over, Tripo- 
rari uttered this prayer with choking voice : - 

Clihand 39. 

*' Save me, O prince of the hoase of Raghn, eqaipt with thy 
strong bow and graceful arrows in thy hand ; dispeller of the 
mnrlty clouds of delusion ; fire to consume the forest of doubt ; 
delight of the gods ; unembodied yet embodied ; glorious shrine of 
perfection; sun of vehement splendour to disperse the darkness of 
error ; a very lion to attack the elephantine monsters, lust, anger, 
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and pride, take np thy abode for ever, aa ia some forest, in the 
heart of thy servant. Stem frost for the lotus growth of seusnal 
desires ; gracious beyond all oonceptioo ; a monnt Meru to churn np 
the ocean of life; dweller of the highest sphere; avert from me the' 
stormy waves of the world or transport me across them. O king 
BAma, dark-bued and Iotas-eyed, protector of the poor, soother of 
the sorrows of the distreat, dwell for ever in my heart with Laksh- 
man and J^naki, delight of the saints, glory of the terrestrial 
sphere, nprooter of every terror, Tuisi Dfia's own lord. 

Dohd 112. 

When yonr coronation, my lord, takes place at Kosala, I 
will come to see the glorious ceremony, O greatly compas- 
sionate." 

ChaupdL 
When Sambbu had finished his prayer and gone away, then 
Yibhishan approached the lord. Bowing his head at his feet he 
cried in pleading tones ; — " Hearken to my prayer, O lord, with 
bow in band. Yon have slain Bavan with all bis kindred and all 
his army and made yonr unsullied glory known throughout the 
three spheres. On me, your vile servant, without either sense or 
breeding, you have in every way shown compassion; now, sire, 
honoar your servant's bouse and bathe and refresh yourself after 
the toil of the battle. Inspect my treasure, my palace, and my 
wealth, and by this condesceuBion make all the monkeys happy. 
Consider, my lord, everything that I have as your own, and more- 
over take me with you to Avadb." When the All-merciful beard, 
this affecting speech, both bis great eyes filled with tears. 

DoM 113. 

"Hearken, brother ; all you say is true; your house and trea- 
sare are as my own; bat thinking of Bharat's condition every 
minute seems to me an age. In penitential attire, with emaciated 
body, he is ever repeating my name in prayer. I entreat you 
friend, to make aa effort so that I may soon be able to see him 
again. If at the end of my time I go and [find him no longer 
alive"— at the remembrance of his brother's affectioD, the lord's 
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body quivered all over— "but may yon reign for ages, yont soul 
ever mindfnl of me, and at the last enter into my sphere, where all 
the good go." 

Chaupdi. 
When Vibhishan heard lUma's words, he was overjoyed and 
clasped tho feet of the A!l-merciful, ' Ail the bears and monkeys 
with equal joy clasped the lord's feet and recited his glorious 
merits. Then Vibhiehan proceeded to the palace and loaded the 
chariot with jewels and attire. When he had brought the car Push- 
pata find set it before the lord, the All-merciful smiled and siud: — 
" Hearken, friend Vibhishan ; step into the car, and when you have 
risen high in the air, throw dovrn the dresses and jewels." Accord- 
ingly Vibhishan monnted aloft into the heaven and scrambled 
the raiment and jewels among them- all. The monkeys picked 
up anything they fancied, cramming the precious thing into their 
mouth; while Itauia and his wife and brother laughed; so full of 
playfulness is the All-merciful. 

DoM 114. 

He, to whom the saints cannot attain by contemplation, whom 
tho Veda itself fails to fathom, even he in bis infinite compassion 
made merry with the monkeys. UmJi, abstraction, prayer, charity, 
penance, the different forms of fasting, sacrifice, and vows, — all 
move RAma's compassion less than simple love. 

Chaupdi. 
After securing the dresses and ornaments, the bears and mon- 
keys clolhed themselves with them and appeared before R4ma. 
The king of Kosala laughed again and again to see the monkeys 
in their motley attire. As he looked upon them all, he was moved 
with pity, and said in gracious phrase: — "It is by your assistance 
that I have killed Ravan and thas secured the throne for Vibhishan. 
Now return all of you to your several homes; remember me and 
fear no one." On hearing these words the monkeys were over- 
come with affection, and all with clasped bands tbaa reverently 
addressed him : — " What you say, my lord, is all to your honour; bat 
we are confused on hearing such words. Knowing the low estate 
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of US monkeys, you gave ns a leadfir; you, Baghunatb, are the 
sovereign of the universa When we bear our lord's words we die 
of sbame: is it possible for a gnat to assist the mighty Qardr ?" 
The moukeys were so charmed as they gazed on Rama's face that in 
the depth of their devotion they had no desire for their own 
homeB. 

Doh<i 115. 

When the lord had dismissed them, the bears and monkeys all 
went their way, oherishi'ug Bdma's image in th^ir heart, exulting 
with joy and making frequent prayer. The monkey-king, Nlla, 
the king of the bears, Angad, Nala, Hanumin, Vibbishan also, and 
all the other valiant monkey chiefs were so overcome by their 
feelings that they could not speak a word, while their eyes, stream- 
ing with tears, were fixed upon Bama'a person so intently that they 
bad no time to wink. 

Oiaupdi. 

When lUma perceived (he strength of their affection, he took 
them all up into his chariot, and after mentally bowing his bead at 
the Br&hnians' feet he directed the car towards the north. A 
tumultuous noise accompanied the car on its way, all shouting 
'glory toRagbubirl' The throne on which the lord and his consort 
wore seated was very lofty and magnificent; there Rama and his 
bride ahone resplendent, like a dark cloud on the peak of Sumeru with 
attendant lightning. The beauteous car sped swiftly on its way, 
while the gods in their joy rained down showers of flowers. A 
delightful .breeze breathed soft, cool, and fragrant ; the water of the 
sea and the Ganges was without a speck; omens of good fortune 
occurred on every side ; the heart was glad and all the espanae' of 
ether clear. Said Rfighublr : — " See, Sita, the field of battle ; here 
Lakshman slew Megh-udd; here the huge demons that strew the 
plain were slaughtered by Angad and Hanuui&n ; here fell the two 
brothers Kumbba-karaa and Eavan, that plague of gods and 
saints. 

Dokd 116. 

Here the bridge was built and the symbol of the blessed Mah&r 
deva adored :" the All-merciful and Sita here both mado obeisance 
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to Sambhn. Every place in the forest wherever the gracious god 
had taken np his abode or rested, he pointed out to J^oaki and told 
her the names of them all. 

Chaupdi. 

Forthwith the chariot arrived at the charming Dandaka forest, 
and B&ma visited Qie hermitage both of Agaatya and all the other 
great saints. After receiving the blessing of alt the holy men, the 
lord of the world came to Chitra-kilt. After gratifying the hermits 
there, the chariot again sped swiftly on, B&ma nest pointed out to 
Sita the noble Jamun&, that cashes away all the impurities of this 
sinful age. After tMs he espied the holy Ganges and said, " Sita, 
do it homage. See also the queen of all holy places, Fray&g, the 
Bight of which pots away all the sins committed in a thousand births. 
See again the most holy Tribeni, the antidote of sorrow, the ladder 
of heaven. See also the sacred city of Avadh, which heals all the 
three kinds of pain and every disease in life." 

Doha 117. 

The gracious god and Sita both did reverence to Avadh. With 
streaming eyes and quivering limbs R&ma's joy was unbounded. 
Then came the lord and with much delight bathed at Tribeni and 
bestowed gifts of alt kinds on the Br&hmans and on the monkeys 
also, 

Chttiipdi, 

The lord spoke and enjoined Hannm&n :^" Take the form of a 
young Brahman and go into the city. Tell Bharat of my welfare, 
and come back here yonrself with the news." The son of the wind 
was off at once. Then the lord visited Bharadv&ja. The saint 
received him with all possible honour, and after hymning his praises 
gave him his blessing. The lord prostrated himself at his feet, with 
his hands clasped in prayer, and then monnted his chariot and went 
on again. When the NishAd heard that the lord had come, he cried 
' a boat, a boat,' and summoned his people. The chariot crossed the 
sacred stream and then stopt on the bank, obedient to the lord's com- 
mand. Then Sita worshipped the divine Ganges, and again and 
again threw herself at its feet. In gladness of soul the Ganges gave 
21 
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her this blessing:— "fair lady, may yscr happioefls be without a 
break." Oa hearing tbe news, Qnba ran in a transport of love and 
drew near, bewildered with exoess of joy. At the sight of Sita and 
the lord, he fell flat upon the ground quite out of his senses. When 
B&ma perceived the vehemence of his tovo, he was glad and raised 
him up and took him to his bosom. 

■Chhand iO. 
'Th« AU-meroifnl and All-wise lUma, the sponse of Lakshmi, took 
&nd dasped him to his heart and seated him close by his side and 
'asked of his welfare. He was all humility:— i" Now is all well 
-with me, for I have seen thy lotas feet, the adoration of Brahma 
and Sankara: '0 Rima, abode of bliss, fulfiller of desire, thee, thee 
lonly do I worship." Though he was only a poor !ow Nisfa&d, 
Hari clasped him to his boeom, as fhottgh he were Bharat himself. 
Pull of soul, says Tnlsi Dia, is he who is so infatuated as to forget 
such a lord, Qods, saints and sages sing with delight these achieve- 
ments of fi&vau's foe, for they have a sanctifying effect, ever 
inspire devotion to B&ma's feet, destroy last and other evil passions 
and inculcate true wisdom. 

J)ohd 118. 

The wise, who Hsten io the achievements of Bfima and bis 
victory in the battle, God rewards for ever with victory, wisdom 
and renown. This sinfnl age is the very home of impurity ; think 
well on it and understand that if yoa abandon the blessed name of 
B&ma, there is bo other saviour. 

[ Thua endeth tbe book mtUled LxvKi, tJie beslower of pure uii«- 
doni^ hemg the tixth descent into the holy lake of Rdmo^e deeds, that 
cUanses from every dejilemmt of the tcorW.] 
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